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The Prairie Flier, your field
newspaper, is one year old this
week. In honor of the occasion
this issue is an 8-page affair,
highlighted by the Milton Caniff
and Cpl. Sansone congratulatory
cartoon on page three (we're framing the original drawing sent us!)
Featured in this issue is a
double-spread of pictures and
newstory headings that have appeared in the PF during 1943-44,
comprising the most important
events taking place here during
that time.
The most amazing thing on this
anniversary is the fact that the
editor and his assistant have never
once been stoned as they walked
up and down the streets of Strother Field-after all, we have taken
a few pokes, all in fun of course,
at Texas!
During this time the PF has
published over one-third of a million words. Not the best, by a hell
of a long way, but we have tried
(Continued on page 4, col. 1)

Station Hospital patients get their PT.

Hospital Program
Aids Recovery
Faster. more complete recovery
from the illnesses that beset them
is being achieyed for Strother
Field soldiers through the storybook hospital convalescent training
program, that besides leaving a
man physically fit actually endows
him with a wealth of valuable
knowledge for combat. The program, a chance discovery of an
Army Air Forces surgeon concerned over the outlook of hospital
patients and men recently discharged from hospitals, now is in
operation at all Army Air Forces
installations and already is recognized as one of the thrilling contributions to medical science to
come from the war.
In the brief span of three months
that the convalescent training program has been in operation at
Strother Field hospital, the average number of days' hospitalization
per patient has dropped from 7.5
days to 6 days.
(Continued on page 3, col. 1)

Library Has
Many Mags
Maybe you don't know it, Bub,
but your post library has got a
pretty classy selection of mags at
your disposal so's you can make
with the reading on some informative stuff during your leisure.
102 magazines are received regularly. and that includes cultural
standbys like Esquire, Coronet,
Readers' Digest, Asia, Atlantic,
Adventure Stories and many others. Technicals are aplenty too,
with Aero Digest, Aeronautics,
Electronics, Radio News, Science
Digest, and more heading the list.
Hell fellows, there are mags on
flying. machinery, electricity, medicine, metallurgy and what-haveyou.
For papers you can take your
pick of the NY Times, Oklahoma
City Oklahoman, Pittsburgh Courier, PM, Chicago SUll, St. Louis
Post Dispatch, the Dallas News,
and a couple of others.
New mags just added to the list
are the Magazine of Art (with
pichers), Negro Digest, Hobbies,
and Omnibook, so you see the staff
is on the beam.
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A nniversary Message
On its first anniversary, the Prairie Flier and its Staff
merit unlimited praise and hearty congratulations on having
done a marvelous job during the past year.
The Prairie Flier, during its first year, has grown in size
and has assumed a position of importance in the life of Strothel'
Field. We all look forward each week to Frid: . aftemoon with
a certain amount of unconscious anticipation. We look forward
to getting a copy of the Prairie Flier, with its local news, its
items of interest, and its jokes. To outsiders, it may not be
interesting, but to us here at Strother Field, it is a pretty
fine newspaper.
Those Officers and men in the Special Services Section
who have devoted so much time and effort to getting out the
Prairie Flier each week, and the other personnel on the post
who have contributed to it, are deserving of an expression of
appreciation from all of us. Their contribution to the life of
the post has been entertaining, as well as beneficial, and is
something of which they can well be proud.
JOSEPH F. CARROLL,
Colonel, Air Corps
Commanding

Noncoms to Get
More Training
And Recognition
By Camp Newspaper Service

Great care in the selection and
promotion of noncommissioned officers in the U.S. Army is urged
by Gen. Marshall in War Department Circular 70, recently released,
which provides for the thorough
training of noncoms and the removal of those who fail to attain
or maintain acceptable standards.
"It has been clearly demonstrated in this war, as in past wars,
that noncommissioned officers are
the backbone of the Army," the
circular states. "Success in combat depends upon the character
and qualifications of the noncommissioned officers commanding
small units. They must be outstanding leaders with a high sense
of duty and a strong will. They
must be resourceful and willing to
assume responsibility.
"In order to assure that our noncommissioned officers are equal to
the tasks that lie ahead of them,
commanders of all echelons will
give their personal attention to improving the quality and prestige
of those noncommissioned officers
who exercise command responsibility."
That these results may be attained, the order makes the following provisions:
1. That machinery be established
to provide for the careful selection
of noncommissioned officer material
and a system of promotions that
will be recognized as sound and
just by all concerned.

NO. 1

Start Campaign

For AAFAS
What is the AAFAS? Do you
know? This week the personal·
affairs unit, headed by 2nd. Lt.
Edwin J. Shore began a campaign
to familiarize every EM and officer on the field with the Army
Ail' Forces Aid Society, its aims,
purposes and activities, and to enlist their support for this worthy
organization.
The AAF AS was organized and
incorporated in March 1942, for
the purpose of giving assistance to
the dependents of AAF personnel,
including those of honorably retired, discharged, and deceased
men, and to help orovide for their
education and assist them in securing employment.
At present, the AAF AS is inactive as a relief group because the
ARC and the AER are carrying
the burden, but they are accepting
bequests, and gifts for the purpose
of carrying on this work after the
war.
2. That appropriate noncommiltsioned officer schools be established
and operated.
3. That noncommissioned officers
who fail to attain or maintain aeceptablE- standards be removed.
4. That the prestige of the noncommissioned officer grades be enhanced by the extension of additional privileges and liberties to
the holders of those ranks.
WD 70 also calls for public recognition of the accomplishments
and importance of noncoms, and,
lastly, for the thorough indoctrination of every noncom with the
importance and responsibility of
his grade and position.

'Brazilian Nites,' USO-Camp
Show at Theater April 10th .
Attuned to the present wants of G. I. Joe, the showgoer, an exciting
revue "Brazilian Nites" is the newest addition to the CAMP SHOWS
circuit and we will see it here at 1800 and 2000 on Monday, April 10th.
As it is a CAMP SHOWS pl'esentation, the admission is free.
The show features: FORAN
SISTERS & TOM, master of ceremonies-comedy, magic and dancing; J 0 H N N Y RODRIGUEZ
TRIO, Steel Guitars and Fiery
Of course you know that last
Song; MACLOVIA RUIZ, Dances week, along about 1 April, the EM
from the South; GRACI ESCOTT, ratings were once again frozen like
Brazilian Bombshell of Song;
a Russian winter, or closed tighter
JOSE GUIU, Pianist and Musical
than a mouse's ear.
Conductor; and ROLANDO, PanThere is no info on just when
tomine Artist.
they will be opening so be careful of those stripes; you can lose
'em but you can't get new ones
just yet.

What! Again?

Rook ie Is AWOL

Rookie, that beer-hound red terrier mascot of the Ordnance Detachment of the 448th BHQ and
AB Squadron is on the loose again.
Cpl. Victor Fergola. formerly NonCom in Rookie's detail, announced
last week that a dragnet is set out
for this canine two-striper in this
area. Rookie was on DS up in
Wichita where he lives with Cpl.
Carl L. Wulf at 1010 Maple when
he disappeared. Because of his
numerous female acquaintances in
this area he is expected to be
around. Watch for him and let
Cpl. Fergola or the guard sqd. know.

Chaplains Russell L. Young and
Karl B. Smith wish to remind the
Strother Field personnel that
everyone is cordially invited to attend Special Easter Services this
Sunday, April 9th, at the post
chapel.
Catholic Mass will be conducted
by the Rev. J. Edwin Kelly at 0800
on Sunday morning. He will also
be at the post chapel from 1600
until 2100 on Saturday, April 8th
to hear confessions.
The general Protestant Service
wUI be held at 1000 Sunday morning.

Until late in 1942, it was feared that Iran might fall to Marshal
Rommel's desert army and thus become the junction area for the Germans pushing through Russia and Egypt and the J aps moving westward
across India. But Rommel failed and Russia held and today Iran is a
transfer arsenal where Americans and British meet Russians on the
shortened supply route to Europe's eastern fighting front. Historic
Iran, formerly Persia, is more than twice the size of Texas, has a population of 15,000,000. Its annual output of 80,000,000 barrels of oil
provide power and lubrication for Britain's Mediterranean and Indian
Ocean Fleets and for the planes, tanks and transports of Middle East
operations. Its capital, Teheran, was the scene of the history-making
conference of November, 1943, where President Roosevelt met with
Prime Minister Churchill and Premier Stalin.
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Speaking of ~ ~ Is It Really Funny?
The other night we were sitting in a theater when they showed
Borne pictures of Adolf Hitler sounding off in front of his stooges.

Adolf was jumping up and down, waving his arms, and sputtering like
a pinwheel. Everybody laughed.
They all laughed again when fat Hermann Goering showed up on
the screen rubbing his belly. He looked so ridiculous. There he stood,
smirking and holding that big fat &tomach, and shaking all over. . .
But wait a minute. Is it REALLY funny?
Is it funny to look at Hitler, the man who plunged the world into
war and sent his tanks grinding over the bodies of wounded Polish
soldiers? Is it amusing to look at the man who enslaved half of Europe
and let disease save him the bullets it would have taken to put a million
starving wretches out of their misery? Is it comical to look at the
man who wiped out whole towns like Lidice and darkened occupied Russia with the shadow of his gallows?
And how about Goering? Is it laughable to look at the man who
sent his dive-bombers roaring down on defenseless Rotterdam and smashed the city to charred ruins just for target practice? Is it humorous to
look at the man who rained incendiaries on London and built the biggest
fire this side of hell?
Is it funny to look at Hitler, Goering, Goebbels, Himmler and all
the other lying, bloodthirsty tyrants who would-if they could-kill you,
enslave your brother, starve your father, put your mother to work
scrubbing floors, and carry your sister and your wife or girl friend
off to be pawed and mauled by a mob of dirty, sweating, lust-crazed
gangsters?
How about it-is it FUNNY?
No, it isn't funny. It isn't funny at all. It's too true to be funny.
The time for laughter will be after our bombs have blasted Berlin
to ashes and our soldiers have marched aCl'OSS Germany and driven the
Nazi rats into the sea. Then we may spit on Hitler's grave and laugh
- a heartfelt, bitter laughter.
* * *

====CHAPLAIN'S CX)RNER====
By CHAPLAIN KARL B. SMITH
The message of Ea&ter is resurrection-the resurrection of Christ
from among the dead as the first fruit, demonstration, and promise of
God that all men who belong to Christ shall never be subject to death
for very long.
Within the bellies of our Flying Fortresses are men who face
death' many times on every mission. Out of the heart of one of these
Illen, a navigator, comes our Easter message to you.
Out of the flesh that lies so still,
Finding a quick release,
On wings of faith my spirit flies
To a land of lasting peace.

,".

,

Borne to its shores like a buoyant ship
That rides a surging flood,
My soul sails forth through a sea of light,
Bought with my Saviour's blood.
Plucked from the mouth of a bottomless pit,
Pulled from the jaws of Hell,
Saved by His grace from an endless death,
Freed from Satan's spell.
It soars; and, soaring ever still,
It greets the silent sky
Whose stars make room to leave a path
Where it goes slipping by.
Beyond the sun it wends its way,
Beyond the reach of space,
And into the warm and golden glow
Of that celestial place;
And beyond the sun it takes its stand
To live, forever free,
And finds no shades of darkness there,
But light eternally.
So, Death, who claim my useless flesh
Who add it to your toll,
Know that you wrap in dark embrace
My body, not my soul.
-Lieutenant James E. Glover, III.

small Talk
Pvt Droolpidgeon (nmi) Fuddyduddy sat up in bed with a start.
He pulled out his watch and blinked at the hands. "Twelve-fifteen!
Holy Gee, I was due on the line at six-toity!" And then he remembered
that today was his day off. He rolled out of bed, pulled on his rompers
and staggered toward the stove, holding a teasingly feeble fire, to get
warm. "Why. didn't da CQ wake me dis mornin' early like I asked him?"
he shouted at a buddy trying to snooze.
"He wuz shipped out!" came a voice hoarse with sleep.
"Oh," spoke Fuddy, and he gathered up his shaving equip and
headed for the latrine.
"Dasfunny I" exclaimed Droolie as he walked down the road toward
the PX after shaving, "Da latrine orderly wuz shipped too, maybe it's
contagerous or somethin'."
"I wanna cupa coffee alia roll," said Fuddy to a plump PX girl.
"Say where's Gertie today?"
"She was shipped to a base in Alaska yesterday," spoke the big
girl with a sweaky, mousy voice.
"Oh," said Duddy, and drinking his Arnholz poison he chinned a
bit with the boys, ate his cardboard roll, and breezed out the door.
"Well I'll be hornswoggled!" he said to himself, "Donnie, Fred,
Klepsmeyer and that big loud-mouthed tech all shipped out! What's
happening to this place?"
"Hello Sgt," he said, interrupting his thoughts to put on his
sweete&t smile for the top-kick. "Howareya?"
"Whatthahell are you doin' here Fuddyduddy?"
"Me? Why Sgt, darling, I'm just walking along-what's da matter?"
"Why you sawed-off, squirrel-eyed, eagle-beaked, broWn-nosing
jackass! You were shipped outa here yestiddy to submarine schooU"
"Oh," said Pvt. Droolpidgeon, putting on his best guardhouse grin.
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This Week ...

at the service club,
things may seem routine, but don't
you bank on it. There's something
doing most of the time, if it's nothing but a hot game on the new
pool table in the game room, or
two guys battling out a point about
war strategy at the top of their
voices in the War Info Center.
The program readsFriday - GI Party 2000 - free
java, cookies, movie~ome in and
bat the fat with the gang.
Saturday-open night.
Sunday-Visitors' day, bring in
your gal and smooch up the jernt.
Monday-1900, Foto Club, then
Bingo at 2000 with lotsa useful
prizes. Bring your date.
Tuesday-Regular shag shuffle.
Wednesday-Bridge Tourney at
1930.
Thursday-322nd Party.
Friday-Put another nickel in
Joe, here we go again.
Don't forget the buttermilk at
the snack bar, the soft chairs in
which to snooze if you choose, and
all the other things arranged for
your comfort.

Ye LiFtings
Quizmaster at Company show:
Little employee, when is quitting
time?
Little female Quizkid: Ya mean
when somebody knocks on da door?
GI: Aw common Baby, get hot!
Lassie: No sir Chum, I ain't
gonna be no April fuel 1
Small voice in the blackness of
the night: Honey! Be careful, your
Good Conduct Medal is scratching
mel
A wee poem entitled: "For Officers Only," or "Brass Hat Stuff."
Be careful men ... be gentle with
your hands,
Your calloused touch may cause
this flesh to bruise.
This loveliness is not for your
demands;
Look elsewhere for another one to
choose.
This happy blend of chromosomes
and genes ..
Will never come to rest within
the arms
Of common soldiers, sailors, or
marines.
She may of course respond to your
caress . . .
• Providing you've been to OCS.
Editorial comment: Mother pin a
rose On me!
Newark, N. J. (CNS) - Police
are seeking a man who perpetrated
the apparently motiveless theft of
a window dummy dressed in a
bridal trousseau from a Newark
department store.

This Week at the
POST THEATER
Saturday, 8 April
IT HAPPENED TOMORROW
Dick Powell, Linda Darnell
Sports-Cartoon-Varieties

*

Sunday, Monday, 9-10 April
* THE HEAVENLY BODY
William Powell, Hedy Lamarr
News of the Day
Army-Navy Screen Magazine
Tuesday, 11 April
Double Feeature
* HAT CHECK HONEY
Grace MacDonald, Leon Errol
* Two MAN SUBMARINE
Tom Neal, Ann Savage
Wed., Thurs., 12-13 April
* UPIN ARMS
Danny Kaye, Dinah Shore
News of the Day
March of Time
Friday, 14 April

* THE HOUR BEFORE THE DAWN
Franchot Tone. Veronica Lake
Traveltalk-Cartoon-Sing

*

Family

What's new in
your home town?
Q. I'm a sea-loving sea dog,
sflranded in the Army. What I
want to know is, can I get transferred to the Coast Guard?
A. There is no way of transfering from the ~rmy to the Coast
Guard as an enlisted man. However, on May 10 and 11, the annual
competitive examination for appointments to the Coast Guard
Academy at New London, Conn.,
will be conducted throughout the
country. If you are over 17 and
under 22, a high school graduate,
unmarried and can meet the educational and physical -z:equirements,
you are eligible to compete for
appointment as a cadet. Applications must reach Coast Guard
Headquarters by April 10. For full
details write to United States
Coast Guard Public Relations Section, 42 Broadway, New York.
Q. I have been married to my
wife since 1942. She has a sixyear~old child by a previous marriage. Is this child eligible fOT a
family allowance?
A. Yes, you may apply for a
family allowance for your wife and
her child providing the child is
living with her and she is responsible for its support. Illegitimate
children are also entitled to family
allowances, just in case you're interested.

Kownick' 5 Korn
B1/ SGT.

HAllOW
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Anderson, Ind. (CNS)-A tax
payer asked the local tax office if
he could claim on this year's income tax return his $1,200 annual
"depreciation" on his wife.
Chicago (CNS)-A tobacco store
proprietor, who closed his shop
when he entered a hospital here,
left this information tacked on the
door: "Burglars attention! Money
and valuable removed. In hospital.
Back in a week, I hope."
Cincinnati (CNS)-An infiationconscious woman walked into a
post office and ordered a large
quantity of air mail stamps. "I
better get them now," she said
"be f ore the price goes up."
'
Detroit (CNS) - Two women
fainted and several others were
mauled when a department store
announced a sale of plastic alarm
clocks. When the battle had ended
the store's shelves were swept clean
of the 1,500 clocks that had been
placed on sale an bour before.
Evanston, Ill. (CNS) - Police
are seeking the meanest thief in
the Middle West who stole two
two-way stretch girdles from Mrs.
H. D. Mitchell's clothesline. Girdles
are almost unobtainable here.
Gallup, N. M. (CNS)-A newlyrich Indian bought a grand piano
but found that the door to his mud
hut was too narrow to enable him
to get his treasure inside. So he
built a new hut-around the piano.

KOWNICII:

It doesn't matter how watchful
and vigilant a girl is; if a fellow
kisses her, it is ten to one he will
do it right under her nose.
Consider the mosquito as an example. He rarely gets a slap on
the 'b ack until he goes to work.
.. The Paper .Doll w:01,1ldn't be so
popular - if she l>new that her
mother was an old bag.
-Kn.ow a fellow who never wears
gloves when he calls on his girL
He says he feels better without
them.
Then there's the playboy who
kept calling his girl friend a little
sugar and wound up by paying her
a lump sum.

Hollywood (CNS) - Violinist
Hrach Yacoubian filed suit for
$20,250 against a local restaurant.
He charged that a steak he bought
there was so tough it lacerated his
larnyx.
.

Squadron Party Apr. 11 .
A

big

all-squadron

party

is

sched~led for next Tuesday, April

11th, In the enlisted men's service
club. Dance music will be furnished by Connley Butcher and his orchestra of Wichita, and there wil1
be dancing from 2000 until 2300.
GSO girls from Winfield and
Arkansas City al'e being invited to
the par~y JIYJ there will be plenty
of dancmg partners. Free drinks
and sandwiches will be served during the evening.

He: "I like your form."
She: "Must we go all over that
again?"
Curb your tongue. Remember,
it's in a wet place and liable to
slip.
Attendance at the shop math
classes held Wednesday and Friday evenings in room A of the
Ground School is showing too much
fluctuation, according to Sgt.
Fricke, who is conducting the
class.
For everyone to get the most
benefit out of this training it is
necessary for all class members to
attend every single class, so all are
asked to not miss any future sessions.

PRAIRIE

USO ACTIVITIES
every night at Ark Cit,. and
Winfield.)
Sat..__W1n ...... Dance_.Floor show
Ark .......Informal dancing a la
jukebox
S..........Wln ......Easter Egg hunt.. Picnic
Meet at usa at 2 :30
Ark ......Bingo.. Free phone call
M.n .... _Win ...... Do as you please
Ark ......Game and bridge night
T.e•.....Win ...... Candy making night
Ark ......Do-as-you-p!ease in usa
Dance Winfield and A.C. GSO at Field
We.r•.. _W1n ...... Games..Ping pong..Dance
Ark ...... Snack-bar party
Tharo •..Wln ...... Bridge party.. Games
Ark ......Ping pong tournament
Frf •......•Wln ...... Married couples' night
Ark ......Married couples' night
(Eat.
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COL. JOSEPH F. CARROLL, Post Commander
An activity of the Special Service Department.
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First members of the WAC to arrive at Strother Field were,
reading left to right, 2nd. Lt. Geraldine Levy, School Secretary, 2nd.
Lt. Lavina C. Garrity, Assistant Personnel Officer, and 2nd. Lt. Mary
V. McCutcheon, Post Rationing Officer.
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The Strother Field baseball team easily won the Arkansas City league title as well as many other
games p~rticipated in during 1943. Front row, left to right: E. J. Dalak, shortstop; C. E. Townes,
utility outfielder; J. E. DeRasmi, rightfielder; H. H. Bourbouse, fir t base; H. D. Harris, utility infielder; I. 1. Westcott, pitcher. Center row, left to right: R. L .Puckett, utility outfielder; C. E. Dombrowski, leftfielder; R. E. Ebert, catcher; J. Pastorek, pitcher; F. A. Padovano, centerfielder; Boris Chernushin, pitcher; Howard Coulon, pitcher. Back row: E . R. Sellers, first base; A. R. Curtis, pitcher;
K. F. Teeters, catcher; P. R. Loughner, third ba e; G. E. Bova, second base and Capt. Oren P. Stoner,
SF Athletic Director. Johnny Harding, ace hurler, is not shown in the picture.

trother Field Me
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Promotions An nounced
for SAAF Off icers
Children of Strother Field officers and enlisted men after receiving Christmas gifts from old St. Nick during' the Christmas party
held in the enlisted men's service club, gathered around him for this
holiday picture.

, Medals Are Awarded
PFR Winners

Allen, Holbein, Fields
Cop PFR Honors
Squadrons Sponsor
Basic Training Classes
The COIOl' guard and members of cadet classes 44-D and 44-E are
shown as they took part in the impressive review held in connection
with the SF bond rally and open house on Feb. 6th.

SF Carbine Shooters
Splatter Bulls-Eye

Pfc. Paul Burk, Coffeyville Army Air Field, and Cpl. Melvin
Harper, Strother Field, mixed it up good and proper in their bout
during the boxing card held in Winfield last April. If you recall,
this began a ser ies of boxing events in which SF men gave a good
showing.

Hospital Rec Room
Builds GI Morale

Class 44-D Largest
In Strother Field History
Week-Day Curfew
Is Extended
Members of the championship 55th Headquarters and Headquarters, Basic Flying Training Group, basketball team completed the
1943-44 season without a single loss. Shown in the back row, left to
right: SjSgt. R. W. Lawrence, guard; Pvt. E. C. Miller, center;
Cpl. A. V. Vance, forward; Sgt. H. W . Stiles, guard; Sgt. A. J.
Falke, coach. Front row, left to right: SjSgt. Emil J. Dalak, guard;
Sgt. W. C. Brej, forward; Sgt. D. L. Ferrell, center, and Cpl. H. E.
Wittman, forward.

Construct Outdoor
Volleyball Courts

Miss Luise Rainer, internationally known movie star, visited her bro thel',
July. She is shown above as she visited with 1st. Lt. Garland O. Beck, SjS
accompanied by Capt. R. E. Lynch, Public Relations Officer.
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"The Naughty Nineties Revue," Strother Field's musical production, was presoented in February
at the post theater. The cast was composed of civil ian employees and enlisted men. In the picture above
the group is shown during a rehearsal period. This show was the first of its type to be presented on
the field since it began. Standing, left to right: Bonnie Jean Smith, Gerrie Tuttle, Cpt. Herman
Tindell, Phyllis Harris, Pvt. Denny Johnson, Sgt. Jamie Jaggers" Dorothy McConnell, pianist, Sgt.
Jack Blackman, Sgt. Joe DeRasmi, Cpl. Charles Lidsky, and Nadyne Evans. Miss Peggy Reiter and
Miss Betty Buckner are seated at the table.

5

Strother Field's swimming pool was completed and filled with
water for the first time in ovember of last year. Aviation Cadet
J. A. Gregory of class 44-A is shown looking over the project on
which he assisted in the engineering work while at SF.

Views of 1943-4
303 EM Volunteer
As Blood Donors

Canine Cops
Arrive at SAAF

Gruesome, aren't they? Especially as chorus gals appearing in
the class stage show, but very handsome in their uniforms and white
gloves during review periods while members of Cadet Class 44-D.

Cadets of 43-K
Set New Records

Exact Manning
N ow In Effect
Bowling Alleys
Officially Opened
rin
iut
Lll,
lod

Member s of the basic training class proved their amphibious
ability when they waded the Walnut river during one of their marches
as part of the class trainin·g last summer.

Medics Win 1943
Squadron Softball
Championship

Formal opening of the enlisted men's service club at Strother
Field was a gala event on Oct. 15th.

New Chapel Feature:
The Song Fest

EM Have Mus ic
With Their Mea ls

bro ther, S/Sgt. Robert Rainer of the Ordnance Dept., at Strother Field last
S/Sgt. H . O. Halverson, had lunch in the 1,OOO-man-mess and drove a jeep,

Sub-Depot Honors
e Its Inventors

During the Kansas state American Legion convention held in
Arkansas City last fall, members of the 448th Base Headquarters
and Air Base Squadron, the 683rd Army Band, and the 322nd Squadron took part in the big parade.
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- - - - - -

Varga Legs Win

"Does it bother you to have people read over
your shoulder?"

_.
After famed pin-up-girl artist
' Varga declared she had the most
glamorous legs in Hollywood,
19-year-old
Hazel
Brooks,
above, was awarded a sevenyear contract with M-G-M. The
' red-haired, green-eyed, former
; model, a native of Cape Town,
I South Africa, had been playing'
.
showlZirl roles.

'Baby Dynamite'

"I want a pad of paper, a pencil, ... and your address!"

c.J.

ff. J.;~:".t

ev..." 1?cb:tI, Va

"I see the

~rmy

hasn't taught you c1ose-order drill yet!"

•

oldiers who ought to know
heir explosives, the staff of the
Camp Hahan Tracer, newspaper
of Anti-aircraft Artillery Training Center, Camp Hahan, Calif.,
' have dubbed the cutie above
'''Baby Dynamite." She's 18year-old Elena Verdugo, dancing girl of film. "Moon and Sixpence."

/::
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Officers Have
Stiff Program
If you GIs think that you have
it tough with military training
about an hour a day, you should
give a look at the officers' schedule.
Every Tuesday either in the
morning or in the afternoon, these
lads and gals with military jewelry
on their collars get about a halfhour of code plus nearly three solid
hours of courses like chern warfare,
malaria control, aircraft recognition, armored vehicles, naval vessel
recognition and the like.
And again on Thursday, either
in the afternoon or morning they
gather for another two hour session on special subjects similar to
those mentioned above.
And there's no pulling of rank
to get out of them either, because
nobody's excused without the CO's
(Col. J. F. Carroll) okeh. With
all of their regular duties, plus
conferences, board meetings, pulling OD, courts-martial and PT
meetings, they are pretty crowded for time.
So ya see Joe, you got it pretty
easy.

55th
A group of station hospital patients study aircraft identification
under direction of 2nd. Lt. Nevin J. Rodes, medical officer.

The Birth of a Rumor

Hospital Program
(Continued from page 1, col. 1)
From the very day a patient
undergoes an operation or is admitted for treatment of a serious
ailment until he is able to rejoin
his fellow soldiers in the gymnasium, in the air, on the line as a
mechanic, or in the office, his physical and mental powers are kept at
peak condition. The program, flexible to the nth degree, is changed
to fit his case and as his strength
and interests return, he is constantly chalJenged by new features
of CTP. These features fill a full,
five-days-a-week, six-hours-a-day
schedule, .with suitable time out for
rest for each patient. Included are
two periods for physical training,
at least two lectures each day, a
period for required reading on
military subjects, a movie or some
other recreational attraction and a
discussion of some war-time subject of special interest. The entire
program is conducted in the hospital wards or day rooms, where
thee soldier, wearing his red corduroy robe and slippers, earns a
certificate for the military training he learns while his body heals!
The SF soldier keeps touch with
his special wartime interests. His
fingers, skilled in code, may keep
in practice on the _ practice sets
that are part of the CTP equipment. A mechanic, he may learn
more of Uncle Sam's airplanes by
building model planes while he's a
hospital patient.
A unit of the post library is set
up at the hospital. Though it contains literature of all kinds, of
prime consideration are books,
articles and magazines on the required reading list. Completion of
10 hours' military training means
a certificate with copies for the
squadron commander.

Male Call

.~
•

When news reached the field recently of the stand-by basis setup
scheduled for Strother Field in
July, Dame Rumor gave out with
multiple birth of some little dandies. Topping them alJ was the
story that Strother Field was to be
converted into a subamrine base!
One bright-mind even explained
how the conversion was to take
place. The Strother Field branch
of Posey Creek was to be widened
and deepened all the way to the
Walnut river which flows into the
Arkansas river south of Arkansas
City and then on southward into
the Mississippi-water passage all
the way from. the Gulf of Mexico
to Strother Field!
The first of this week a couple
of workmen were seen laboring in
the field ditch by the smart guy
who dreamed un the submarine
story. He stopped, looked at the
workman and turning to his buddy
said, "Well, I'll be a so-and-so,
suppose they're really gonna do
it?"

Magic Show Coming
Burch,
reportedly America's
foremost magician and his company of assisting artists, will appear in the Arkansas City auditorium-gymnasium the night of
April 17th, under the auspices of
the Kiwanis club.
In the two-hour stage show a
girl is sliced into four pieces-all
in fun, of course-a live pony is
made to vanish in midair and
Burch will attempt to escape from
a heavy box now being constructed
in an Ark City lumber yard.
Admission price for civilians will
be 75c while men in uniform will
be admitted for 40c.

by Milton

Caniff, creator of "T

Clambake

Rings the Gong
Amid a nautical atmosphere
members of the Headquarters and
Headquarters squadron, 55th BFT
Group and guests, held their first
squadron party last Saturday
night in the Winfieeld Country
Club.
Password of the evening was
the word "Skipper," the name given to the squadron commander,
Capt. Charles H. Frederick for the
occasion. There was a ship's helm,
wheel, life preservers and portholes
used in the decoration, all making
the party a truly salty affair.
Mrs. Paul K. Ruckaveno, attractive wife of the popular physical
training in3tructor, was selected
QUeen of the evening and Pvt. A.
H. Gregory' was selected King.
Each received a $10.00 cash prize.
Among the guests attending tt.e
party were Col. and Mrs. J. F.
Carroll, Lt. Col. and Mrs. James
R. Williams, Major and Mrs. Kline
D. Culbertson, Major and Mrs.
Cyrus F. Breeden, Capt. and Mrs.
Oren P. Stoner, 2nd. Lt. and Mrs.
Horace H. Cummins, CWO and
Mrs. Kenneth Wolf, Capt. Stewart
E. Burns and 1st. Lt. William J.
Logan.
Col. Carroll, Commanding Officer
of SF, presented athletic medals to
members of the 55th championship
basketball team.
Committee members responsible
for all the party arrangements
were: Sgt. James E. Bates, Chairman; Sgt. Edward W. Heney, Sgt.
Jack Blackman, and Pvt. George
H. V. Hunter.
New City, Iowa (CNS)-Jimmy
Smith, 11, stopped cutting his
birthday cake to demonstrate to
his friends his conception of Jap
harakiri methods. He wound up in
New City hospital with an uncritical, accidentally inflicted wound in
the stomach.

and the Pirates"
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Sub-Depot Party
Proves a Smash

Mustering Out

Aid by ARC

The 377th Sub Depot Welfare
party was held in the officers' mess
last Saturday evening, and quite a
party it was, indeed. The affair
was off to a great start when the
words "Dry Martini" were read on
the menu with gasps of amazement
and sheer joy.
The Ed of the PF began to regain his long-lost faith in mankind when he suddenly found his
dinner plate surrounded with five
cocktail glasses, liquid and olives
intact. Forgetting it was still
April Fool's day, he gulped the
first one and reached for the second only to discover that he was
drinking a very weak grade of tea!
He had company in his sulking
over such treatment when Lt. Col.
Norman E. Borden, Director of
Supply and Maintenance and Major Harry D. Strouse, formerly
head of the 377th Sub Depot, who
is now stationed at the Topeka
Army Air Base, were served old
and wrinkled hotdogs and blackened baked potatoes.
Finally the party was off to a
great start with a fine menu featured by grilled steak, and everyone began to thoroughly enjoy
themselves.
A clever program featured several songs presented by a sextet
composed of Capt. R. R. Hermes,
1st. Lt. George C. Kelly, 1st. Lt.
J. W. Wadsworth, 1st. Lt. Fred R.
Hundley Jr., 2nd. Lt. Robert A.
Browning Jr., and 2nd. Lt. Charles
C. Law. Their vocal offerings were
ably directed by Lt. Col. Borden
who did scucceed in getting the
(Continued on page 4, col. 1)

Two Trophy

"On February 3 the president
signed a bill providing for mustering out pay," said Mr. Thomson,
American Red Cross field director.
"As sOQn as wpriLpf it spread over
the nation Re"d Cross chapters in
your home towns began answering
calls for information and for help
in filing these applications."
He explained that everywhere
Red Cross chapters are prepared,
through their home service departments, to assist veterans of the
present war in filing applications
for mustering out pay.
While there is no official form
established by either the army or
navy for application for mustering out pay, Red Cross home service workers have supplies of blanks
which have been officially approved
and can be used, Mr. Thomson said.
They are also equipped to give
detailed information the ex-serviceman will want to know, such as
the proper place for filing, which
varies with the branch of service.
"This is just another example of
what Red Cross chapters back in
the home towns are prepared to
do for servicemen and ex-servicemen:' Mr. Thomson added.

All military personnel of Strother Field are invited to a breakfast
at the First Methodist Church in
Winfield, 7 o'clock, Easter Sunday
morning. It is free. Come and enjoy the food, fellowship and Sunrise Service to follow.
Remember, when you're down in
the mouth . . . Jonah came out all
right.

Cases at EM Club

Newest addition to the enlisted men's service club are the two wall
trophy cases placed each side of the main entrance of the auditoriumlounge.
One case contains pictures of field sports champions and two
trophies and the other case contains pictures of the squadron basketball
teams.
In the photo above can be seen the following pictures, PT attendance
certificate and trophies: Top row, left to right: 55th basketball team,
champions of the 1943-44 season; SF All-Star basketball team; PingPong champions; Badminton champions. Second row: Link Trainer
Volleyball team, 1943 squadron champions; basketball action shot; PT
Certificate for best attendance among squadrons during first three
months of 1944, won by the 448th Base Hdqts. and AB squadron; basketball action shot; PFR winners in 1943. Third row: SF officers basketball championship team for 1942-43; Medics softball championship team
in 1943; SF baseball team.
The trophy awarded to the 1048th BFT squadron, basketball champions in 1942-43 and the Ark City baseball league trophy won by the
SF baseball team in 1943 are on display.

Must Have Come From Under The Rock Of

WHAT KIND OF WHIG-TLlNa
IG "Tf.lAT? .DON'T "TE=LL ME

DID~/T YoU$E
GENTLFMfNG M~E:T

. FOUR eOOD AM€RICAN
LUNes CAN'T DO A SE:TTER

ME: 50MEWl-IE:~E:G
SEFOR€, I THINK?

PUCKER! LET ME= 5HOW
YOU ...

es
\~,

The Wolf
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South Stage Os
Average 35 Pernts

"Your face isn't familiar ... b ut your 'line' is!"

Urge Use of
Bowling IUleys
'W ith the forming of squadron
bowling leagues scheduled in the
near future, enlisted men should
be spending more of their spare
time in the post bowling alleys not
only for the purpose of practice
but for the benefit derived from
the exercise.
According to recent reports the
percentage of military personnel
using the alleys has fallen off, for
reasons unknown. It cannot be the
alleys, as they are the best that
could be installed, and the price
per line of 15c is certainly within
reason. The alleys are open enough
hours each day and night to allow
a great many men time to bowl
on off duty hours.

Sub-Depot Party
(Continued from page 3, col. 4)
who did succeed in getting the
group stopped.
Another singing group was the
Supply Yodlers, Delbert Eubank,
Oren Gaston, Oscar Foster and
Madison Russell. Two of the group
appeared in scanty hula costumes,
to the delight of the spectators.
The Apple Sisters in corny costumes made a hit with their songs.
This timid group was composed of
Bob Johnson, Boles Farris and
Luther Pierce.
There was singing galore by
dinner guests to the able accordion
accompaniment of T / Sgt. George
P. Rosewick.
Harry Frank Woody, head of the
engine department, was master-ofceremonies.
The latter part of the evening
was devoted to dancing, music supplied by the juke-box.

PF Anniversary
(Continued from page 1, col. 3)
to give you the news of the field
and its many activities.
The Prairie Flier is grateful for
the fine cooperation shown it by
the field public relation department
composed of Lt. P. H. Whittaker,
Miss Ruby Boory, and Cpl. W. E.
Garrison; to the officers and enlisted men who have contributed
many items and stories; to Chaplains Rus~ll L. Young and Karl B.
Smith for their columns; Sgt. Harold Kownick for his contributions,
and to Camp Newspaper Service
for its information and fine cartoons, "Miss Lace" and "The 'Volf."
Greatly appreciated is the cooperation shown by the post photo
laboratory under the direction of
2nd. Lt. E. W. Armstrong. The
enlisted men in this department
have gone out on special assignment day and night for the PF and
helped us to have a better paper
by contributing 160 excellent
photographs during the past year.
The Ed.

Marignoni says:

Stamina Means
Combat Success
Heavy ";"tl"U1\!~ cf combat upon
the physical energies of every man
are being reflected throughout the
armed forces by the men who return from the battlefronts to assume teaching and administrative
positions. At Strother Field, Lt.
Louis A. Marignoni, who returned a few months ago from the
North African campaign, echoes
the advice to all military personnel to get and keep themselves in
prime physical condition for whatever demands are made upon their
physical endu rance.
Lt. Marignoni u rges f ull participation in the physical training program for he believes the success of
American soldiers in combat rests
in a large measure upon their
physical fitness.
The great physical strain on
forces in combat came forcefully to
Lt. Marignoni's attention when the
supplies failed to g-et through to
the fighter outfits in one advancedline sector of the North African
theater where he was engaged.
"The only way we could transport supplies to them was by air
and the supplies were not getting
there in the quantities needed. As
a result, these boys were living on
practically no water, and sometimes there would be two or three
days in a stretch when our food
transport planes were turned back
by Nazi fighters
"All the rules of health were being violated. And there are so
many germs in the desert and the
climate is so mellow that even the
slightest wound gets infected and
causes a lot of trouble. I got a
little scratch while swimming and
the next day I went to the dispensary. The wound was infected at
that time.
"The Allies had blown up the
German's pipeline, and our men
were restricted to a gallon of water
a day. That is approximately 1/30
the amount used by each person at
Strother Field. Sometimes it was
possible to sterilize utensils; more
often it was not. Sometimes it
wasn't possible to spare the water
to wash one's hands.
"Food wasn't too good or too
plentiful. Hours of rest, too far
apart, were broken by the exigencies of warfare.
"Men in good physical condition
can keep going when the forces
are moving up. In combat. the mission has first priority. Food, if
any, comes after the mission, for
without success in the mission the
food supply can never be certain,
so men in the front lines, wearied
by running and crouching and by
sleepless nights never eat regularly. It takes a vigorous, healthy
body to withstand the battle."
The man in the moon isn't half
as interesting as the lady in the
sun.

In winning the officer's basketball league this year, the South
Stage team had a scoring percentage per game of 35 1/ 3 points
and was 38 points ahead of its
nearest competitor for total scoring honors.
The South Stage totaled 212
points in six games to take honors.
The North Stage officers had 174
points for an average of 29 points.
In third place is the Administrative outfit with a total of 172
points for an average of 28 2-3
points per game, practically tying
the NS team. The Center Stage
team which lost all six games
amassed 144 points for an average
of 24 points.

Hold That

Tiger ~

Inaptly garbed in leopard skin!;.
screen actress Dolores Moran is
pictured aftel' receiving word
from China that a group of
USAAF pilots. formerly with
the "Flying Tigers." had selected her as their "Tiger Girl."
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Lt. Mize High Man
In Officers' League
1st. Lt. Marion L. Mize, adjutant of the 448th Base Headquarters
and Air Base squadron, and member of the Administrative officers basketball team copped scoring honors in the officers' basketball league
which compl~ted the 1944 season last week. He made 47 points which
included 22 field goals and 3 free throws in six games for an average
of 7 5/6 points per game.
Close behind Lt. Mize came 1st.
Lt. John L. Sublett of the South
Stage team who made 45 points
to take second place honors. He
made 19 field goals and 7 free
tosses in 5 games for an average
of 9 points per game.
By Camp Newspaper Service
Capt. Oren P. Stoner of the
Administrative team missed tieing
Dan Parker, the Bessarabian
beauty who w.rites a sporting for second place by one single free
column and runs an elevator at throw. His total for five games
the New York DGJily Mirror, claims was 44 points, 19 field goals and
that things are so tough with the 6 free throws. His average was
Brooklyn Dodgers this year that 8 4/5 per game.
Of the ten high scorers among
Leo Durocher was forced to give
the four officer teams playing in
a Flatbush Avenue l'1il!< \vagon
the league the south stage team
horse a tryout at first base.
According to Parker, the Lippy which won the title placed four
players in the group. In addition
One discovered an old platter
to
1st. Lt. Sublett there are Major
prancing around in the outfield in
D. D. Dunn, Capt. W. H. Carlisle
front of a grass-cutting machine.
and 2nd. Lt. R. J. Beck. The AdDurocher
liked
the
spavined
ministrative team, the north stage
beauty's footwork and assigned
and center stage teams each placed
him to cover first.
two men on the honor list. The
In a ten-minute workout, nothNorth Stage representatives are
ing got by the plug. He speared
2nd. Lt. R. P. Brooks and 2nd. Lt.
hot liners and g,obbled up groundD. R. Ball. The Center Stage memers in his teeth "in a manner that
bers are 2nd. Lt. B. F. Bramble
won Leo's admiration." Later, at and 2nd. Lt. W .E. Wendling.
the plate he socked the second
Following are the ten high
pitch into deep center, then stood scorer's records in leagu~ play:
at the dish, watching the ball sail
Name
Team
FG.FT.TP.GP.Avg.
through the air.
Mize ............... Adm.
22 3 47 6 7 5-6
"Well, what'li the matter?'" Leo
Sublett .. ........ South S.
19 7 45 5 9
hollered. "Why don't you run?"
Stoner........... Adm.
19 6 44 5 8 4-5
Dunn ... ......... South S.
18 3 39 5 7 4-5
"Run!" bellowed the swayback.
Bramble ........ Center S. 17 4 38 6 6 1·3
"Listen, if I could run I'd be enCarlisle......... South S.
16 5 37 5 7 2-5
tered in the first race at Jamaica!" Wendling...... Center S. 13 6 32 6 5 1-3

Warming

the Bench

Plans already have been formulated for a Battlefront Olympics
to help heal the scars of war once
the war is won. Rep. Mike Monroney of Oklahoma, has disclosed
in Washington. Rep. Monroney
said that, although the proposal
lacks the official confirmation of
the Army, preparations are in the
fire for post-war games for athletes in uniform to be held in some
major Allied capital, probably
London.
U.S track and field stars in the
services, who would be eligible to
partake in the proposed games, include Eulace Peacock and Harold
Davis, dashmen; Les MacMitchell

Beck .............. SOuth S.
BrookB ........... North S.
Ball ................ No rth S.

13
11
II

3
6
3

29
28
25

4
6
3

7 1-4
4 1-3
8 1-3

and Frank Dixon, miles; Greg
Rice, two-miler; Al Blozis, weights,
and Cornelius vVarmerdam, pole
vault.
Ens. Hovey Seymour, USNR,
football star at Yale in 1942, was
killed recently in a plane crash on
the West Coast. A member of the
Reserve Officers' Training Corps at
Yale, he declined a commission
after his graduation to become a
naval aviation cadet at Pensacola,
Fla. He received his wings last
June and was sent to a West Coast
base.

Shown above are members of the 1943-44 championship officers' basketball team . the South Stage.
Standing, left to right, are: 1st. Lt. C. W. Conte. center; 1st. Lt. J. S. Neff, guard; 2nd. Lt. R. J. Beck,
guard; Capt. W. H. Carlisle, 2nd. Lt. W. F. Gunther, 2nd. Lt. J. F. Hinkley, and 1st. Lt. J. L. Sublett,
forward. Front row, left to right, are: Major D. D. Dunn, forward; 2nd. Lt. G. P. Otto, forward; 2nd. Lt.
P. R. Douglas, guard; 2nd. Lt. P. B. Hardin, forward; and 2nd. Lt. A. J. Saunders, guard.
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Strother Field To Be Placed
In 2nd Air Force Command
Letter From Bogart
Tells of Visiting
SF Soldier's Mother

St. Matthew"

Bering Sea

TH E
A LEUTIANS
PaCIfIC

O cean
100

200

Miles

The fog-bound, mist-hung Aleutian Islands string out a thousand
miles across the north Pacific from the coast of Alaska to Asia. Attu,
last whistle stop on the line, is farther west of Portland, Ore., than Portland, Ore., is west of Portland, Me. The Japanese, who early in the
war seized Attu, Agattu and Kiska, have been driven away and the
Aleutians once again are occupied by the U .S.A., providing steppingstones in the essential United Nations supply routes across the Pacific
to Soviet Russia. Yanks returning from these outposts of ours to the
north will remember the Aleutians as islands of freakish weather, mists
and fog, where the winter nights were long and cold and the spring was
all too bleak and short.

SF Flying Instructor Has
Suspense-Filled Experience
"A Yank from Oxfords," is the title of an amazing true story that
2nd. Lt. Edward J . Vallish, flying instructor of Strother Field, has been
telling his friends and associate flying officers this week.
Lt. Vallish and Cadet Paul Jenkins of class 44-F were on a routine
flight last Sunday and just south
of Strother Field Jenkins put the
ship into a slow roll at 8,500 feet.
In picking up his microphone to
direct the cadet in handling the
plane the cord on the instrument
The 448th Base Headquarters
became entangled in the release
and Air Base Squadron is proud
of the safety belt worn by the inof its war room and its own orienstructor, opening it. The canopy
tation instructor, Pvt. Edward H.
above his head was open and Lt.
Mertz. The latter, through the
Vallish reached up to grab the
able sponsorship of 1st. Lt. Roy
catch on it in order to close the
\V. Sillings, squadron commander,
canopy.
has made possible the successful
By that time he found himself
project of an individual squadron
passing by the canopy, on his way
war room.
out of the ship and down to earth
As a result of this untiring enwhen suddenly he found himself
deavor the men of the 448th have
stopped. The canopy had closed
a comfortable place to spend their
after all, but on his feet! Hangspare time in acquiring valuable
ing from the plane and with his
information on World War II.
body banging against the fuselage
Once each week, on Mondays at
at least once, Lt. Vallish gave a
1630, members of the squadron
terrific kick and was able to jerk
meet with Pvt. Mertz to hear ablyloose from his low cut flying boots,
presented lectures on orientation
parachuting to earth and landing
by this former director of adult
on the gravel road that runs along education for the state of Kansas
the south edge of the field west of
and director of the industrial dihighway 77. A scratch behind one
vision of the state labor departear was the only injury sustained ment. Occasionally current event
by Lt. Vallish.
quizzes are given squadron memCadet Jenkins, completing his
(Continued on page 4, col. :3)
slow roll, heard something banging
back of him and looking around
discovered he was minus his inW ich ita Amer . Legio n
structor. Glancing down he saw a
billowing parachute and decided he
To Present Stage Show
better come in for a landing. \i\'hen
he climbed out of the plane imagine
his amazement to see a pail' of
The Thomas Hopkins Post of the
boots fastened in the canopy.
American Legion in \Yichita,
Kans., is to present a stage show
on the stage of the post theater
Monday evening, April 24th, at
;l030.
The PX will be closed at 1300
The organization will present
Monday for monthly inventory and
its drum and bugle corps and
will reopen again Tuesday mornservice troop along with many entertainers including dancers, vocaling. The beer room and bowling
alleys will remain open.
ists, and acrobatic dancers in a
talent-packed show that promises
to hit the spot with military perThe monthly review of enlisted
sonnel of Strother Field. The cast
men will be held Saturday mornincludes 60 persons and the show
ing on the parade grounds east of
features 20 acts.
post headquarters.
Major Julian W. Boxley will be
As is customary with other types
commander of troops and 2nd. Lt.
of entertainment presented for
soldiers, there will be no admission
Joseph K. Grigsby will be troop adcharge to the show.
jutant for the occasion.

448th War Room
A Popular Spot

At least one GI at Strother
Field has a particular claim to
fame: Humphrey Bogart wrote
him a letter.
Private George Hunter, Hq. &
Hq. Sqdn., 55th BFTG, has been
showing it around the barracks the
last couple of days; a real letter,
signed by Humphrey Bogart and
his wife, Mayo Methot. The story
goes something like thisPvt. Hunter's mother is a Red
Cross worker now stationed somewhere in Italy. She has been over
there for some time, working with
GIs at an airfield at (censored)
behind the lines. Last winter the
Bogarts visited her Red Cross Club
on a USO tour, and his mother
mentioned their visit in a letter
to her son. When Pvt. Hunter discovered the Bogarts had returned
to Hollywood. he wrote them, c/ o
the studio, asking about his mother-one of those reverse fan letters. Well, it took a couple of
weeks for the letter to reach Bogart. In fact, one of the boys in
the barracks picked up a hometown paper and saw something
about the letter in a Hollywood column before Hunter had heard from
Bogart.
Finally, at long last, the great
day came: a letter from Holly(Continued on page 4, col. 4)

Strother Field will be placed under command of the Second Army
Air Force instead of going on the standby-basis according to announce~
ment by the War Department. It will be used for whatever training
purposes the Second Army Air Force desires, the report said.
On March 25th the War Department announced that Strother
Field was one of twenty-two camps
and air force installations scheduled to be placed on a standby
basis. The definition of the term
"standby-basis" was given as folA clever tabletop model of field
lows at that time: "On a standbysanitation has been constructed by
basis operations will be susll/i!nded
hospital patients as part of th(>
occupational therapy program in
and caretakers will be stationed at
the station hospital. 2nd. Lt. Nevin
the installations to keep them in
J. Rodes, convalescent training ofreadiness for future use."
ficer, is in charge of the program .
Nothing is known at the present
The model is approximately 3 ft.
time concerning any changes in
by 21h ft. in size with the various
the military and civilian personnel
sanitation facilities set up on each
setup under the new program.
side of a stream bed . On the left
The Second Air Force which
side are two straddle trenches, a
has its headquarters at Colorado
QM box latrine, funnel-type latrine
Springs, Colo., has fields in twenty
over a soakage pit, a barrel shower
states.
These include Texas, Neon a platform and a Serbian barrel
braska, New Mexico, Louisiana,
for clothes delousing.
Oregon,
Oklahoma,
California,
On the right side of the tabletop
Idaho, Nevada, Wyoming, Coloare a Lister bag, paris green mixrado, Montana, Tennessee, Utah,
er, food storage box, mess kit
Georgia, Washington, South Dacleaner, cross-trench incinerator,
kota, Arizona, Iowa and Kansas.
inclined plane incinerator, rock pile
Fields in Kansas under Second
incinerator and a grease trap over
Air Force superevision are the
a soakage pit.
Pratt AAF, Pratt, Kans., Smoky
Hill AAF, Salina, Kans., Walker
In the miniature stream bed one
AAF, Victoria, Kans., Great Bend
section is rock lined for the control
AAF, Great Bend, Kans., Herof mosquitos, another section is
ington AAF, Herington, Kans., and
log lined. The banks of the stream
the Topeka AAF, Topeka, Kans.
bed along this area are clear of all
brush and foliage. There are signs
All types of combat aircraft are
along the stream bed designating
used on fields controlled by the
areas of drinking water, bathing,
Second Air Force - pursuit and
laundry and for the washing of fighter ships, medium and heavy
vehicles.
bombers.

Build Tabletop
Sanitation Model

.

Close for Inventory

The interior of the 448th squadron war room is shown in the top
picture. At the left Cpl. Michael
Manion is shown reading current
war news while Private Edward
H. Mertz, orientation i structor,
and S I Sgt. Richard Brumfield discuss battlefronts on a world map.
Tank models appear realistic
amid the rugged terrain of the display case in the 448th war room.
The picture shows only one-ha!f of
the display.
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Speaking of .... Winfield and
Arkansas City
Since March 25th when the War Department announced that Strother Field was to be placed on a standby-basis in July, the citizens of these
two nearby towns, many of them civilian workers on the field, have
appeared tragedy-struck.
It has not been worry by the field civilian workers over possibly
losing their jobs-transfers to other army installations being available.
Strother Field, to these and other civilians in the two towns, has become
a part of this community, a beehive of activity bringing close to them
the tempo of war of the training front. The officers and enlisted men
have become part of the local population, many of them residing with
their families in either Winfield or Arkansas City.

Stimulating news for these people appeared this week in the new papers of both towns-the Second Army Air Force is scheduled to take
over Strother Field. This means that there will be no standby-basis
with only caretakers as personnel. The lights will continue to burn at
night, military vehicles will continue to be seen on the city streets, there
will be men in uniform in the churches and stores of both towns. Perhaps not the same faces as in the past, but the same familiar khaki.
Cowley county will continue to be a site of the vast air force
program now going full-blast in this country and the honorable name
of Strother Field will carryon toward ultimate Yictory.

====CHAPLAIN'S
CORNER===
,
By CHAPLAIN KARL B. SMITH

Werner Moelders, colonel in the Luftwaffe, was credited with 11:)
victories in aerial combat. His country had honored him with the highest
decoration bestowed on her brave men. He was a wizard in the air and
a tough customer-ruthless, fearless, terrifying in the relentless drive
of his purpose.
His God was Hitler; his religion-war. His prayers were Nazi songs
in which Germany's enemies were consigned to destruction. His Bible
was Mein Kampf. It was fun for him to hurl bombs down on defenseless civilians; to machine-gun women and children. In leisure hours
Werner Moelders and his comrades danced in the churches of surrendered countries and jeered at priests being driven off to concentration
,.
camps.
Then came Russia and the cold winter, imparting to him a nameless dread" .•One day two Hurricanes dived on him froll1 out of a clear
sky. With a damaged engine he turned and ran for it. He threw himself about the sky in vain attempt to shake off his pursuers, but still
the tra'cer ' blillets followed him, flashing by his cockpit and eating into
his machi-ne. For the first time Moelders was afraid.
". By a miracle he escaped and struggled back to his base. As he
climbed .from hi.s plane "he was shaken to the depths and ashamed of
his. cowardice, for in those terrible moments when his life hung in the
balance: he had, almost unconsciously, whispered a few words:
"God, God Almighty in Heaven-help me out of this. You alone
ean save me."
Moelders shut himself up in his room-alone. Childhood thoughts
crowded in upon him-prayers at mother's knee, his church at home,
his faith in God. Yes, only faith in God had saved him.
In spite of his fear of his comrades' scorn, Moelders imparted to
them his experience. Hardly had he reaffirmed his boyhood faith in God
when his companions began to confess that they too had been praying
secretly to God, that only in this faith did they find strength and comfort. Then came strange stories of front line German soldiers to whom
they had dropped supplies, and whom they had found kneeling and
praying-praying to God to save them.
ONLY FAITH IN GOD CAN SAVE-I rDIVIDUAL, NATIO~,
OR HUMANITY.

Fight, Squadrons, Fight!
Ho, Squadrons ho! Our White Star rideth high,
And Kitty Hawk where we were born so lowly
Hath naught to give us now-but genius. Fly,
Squadrons, fly! The pusher-kites are gone and nothing
They bequeathed is left-save daring. Soar, Squadrons,
Soar! The tides of Mars have swept us far
From weedy fields in France, where Rick and Luke
And Lufberry set free their spirit's fire;
Dive, Squadron, dive! The German cities burn
From sparks struck long ago; great Mitchell's heart
And Maitland's faith were legacy enough
For Wagner, Kelly, Doolittle. The Japs
Remember them. Cheer, Squadrons, cheer! Our Corps
Is rich indeed. We count the nameless flyers
Bereft of youth and life, who from the sky
Fell flaming-and made us heirs to glory.
Pray, Squadrons, pray: that we who have
Inherited this dream, this gallantry,
This Air Corps of the Army-never halt.
On, Squadrons, on! Each chain we break, each prison
Wall that topples, and every cry of freedom
In the night-but build our own estate,
Till flight on flight we pass, while trumpets call
Our last review. So let us bear ourselves
That we may say: "Dear sons, we leave you all
Bright honor sent us forth to win. No gold,
Nor gems, nor aught that tinkles in the market
Place-but merely this: The hate of tyrants doomed,
The love of slaves set free! Fight, Squadrons, fight!
-From AAF Blue Network Broadcast "Wings to Victory"
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This Week ..

Friday-GI party, movies, free
coffee and cookies.
Saturday-Open.
Sunday-Open, bring out your
visiting friends, gal or relatives.
The Snack Bar is open of course,
and you can entertain your guests
with delicious sandwiches, pie, coffee and malts.
Monday-Photo Club at 1900.
Bingo at 2000.
Tuesday - All-squadron dance,
music by post orchestra. The Newton, Kans ., Freedomettes girl drill
team, will be guests.
Wednesday-Bridge tournament.
Thursday-322nd S qua d ron
party.

Ye LiFtings
Model: "I don't like that look
in your eyes. How many models
have you had previously?"
Young Artist: "Three-an apple,
a banana and a vase."
Absent-Minded Prof: "Madam,
what are you doing in my bed?"
She: "I like your bed, I like your
house and I like your neighborhood.
Furthermore, I'm your wife."
Lillie: "I have a new boy friend
110\V . "

Millie: "What's he like?"
Lillie: "Oh-whiskey, gin, beeranything."
Politician: "In this great and
glorious country of ours there is
no North, no South, no East, no
\Vest."
Listener: "No wonder we don't
know where we're at."
Some girls are not afraid of
mice
. others have pretty
legs.
Although she's as plump
As a girl can beAnd weighs no more
Than two ninety three
I love to dance with Winnie Bridle
'Cause never a single ounce is idle.
The demure young bride, a trifle
pale, her lips set in a tremulous
smile, slowly slipped down the
long church aisle clinging to the
arm of her father.
As she reached the low platform
before the altar, her slippered foot
brushed a potted flower, upsetting
it. She looked at the spilled dirt
gravely, and then raised her childlike eyes to the sedate face of the
old minister.
"That's a hell of a place to put
a lily," she said.

What's new in
your home town?
Q. Although my wife receives
an allotment from my Army pay
eaeh mcnth she is not dependent
on me, Juwin.g other sources of
income. In the event of my death
will she be eligible for a widow's
pension?
A. Yes, a widow does not have
to prove need. Payments to them
are automatic by the Veterans'
Administration and in case of the
death of their servicemen husbands,
they will receive widows' pensions
even though they may have other
income.

Q. My wife gave bi?·th to a blueeyed baby boy the 13th of last
month. A m I entitled to receive
$30 for the baby fo?, the entiffe
month or do I just get a part of
the $30 in the form of an allotment?
A. Your new son will be happy
to know that he gets the full $30.
No matter what date in the month
a child is born on it gets the full
payment for the entire month.
All the parents have to do is file
a copy of the birth certificate with
the ODB to start the payments
rolling in.
New York (CNS)-Mrs. Frances Sheldon Whitehouse, who died
here recently at the age of 91,
was famous the world over as the
oldest woman ever to fly the Atlantic. She flew from Lisbon to
New York by clipper in 1940.

This Week at the

POST THEATER
Sat., 22 April
CRASH DIVE
(Revival)
Tyrone Power, Anne Baxter
Noveltoon
Sun.-Mon., 23-24 April.
FOUR JILLS AND A JEEP
Kay Francis, Carole Landis
Mart~a Raye, Mitzi Mayfair
News of the Day
Community Sing
Tues., 25 April
Double Feature
TIlE FALCON OUT WEST
Tom Conway, Barbara Hale
JAMBOREE
Ruth Terry, Don Wilson

Albany, N. Y. (CNS) - Prison
inmates prefer travel literature to
almost any other kind of reading,
according to a recent report of the
New York State Library Association.
Chicago (CNS)-It was April
Fool's Day and the crowd that
gathered about a suspicious-looking package on the sidewalk in
front of a Loop restaurant just
stood there and chuckled, waiting
for a sucker to come along. Finally one simple-looking passerby
picked up the package and opened
it. It contained two large steaks,
presumably dropped from a delivery truck serving the restaurant.
Nobody said "April Fool."
Fall City, Kans. (CNS) - Arraigned on a charge of not paying
train fare, Arthur Fleem explained to the judge that he unintentionally destroyed his ticket by
idly eating it while riding on the
train.
Italy- Tex . (CNS) - Charlie
Dawsoll, just turned 18, claims he's
the youngest father of three children in the entire Southwest. His
third child arrived last week, just
before Dawson received his draft
call.
Los Angeles (CNS)-Mrs. Jennie Reese, who weighs 300 pounds,
was gossiping over the back fence
with a neighbor when suddenly she
disappeared. The neighbor found
her, unhurt, at the bottom of a
long-forgotten well.
New Haven, Conn. (CNS)-Dr.
E. M. Jellinek is director of the
section on Alcohol Studies of the
Yale University Laboratory of
Applied Physiology but when a
friend asked his 8-year-old daughter what her daddy did for a living, she replied: "He teaches the
boys at Yale how to drink."
Norwalk, Conn. (CNS)-There
was a hot time in Norwalk the
other night when 60,000 quarts of
distilled spirits, including bonded,
100 proof whiskies, were placed on
sale to satisfy a Treasury claim
against a local distilling fil'm for
unpaid taxes. At the conclusion
of the sale there wasn't a bottle
of rye, bourbon or scotch, or even
a dry cork left on the shelves and
thirsty Norwalkers were headed
home loaded down with the ingredients for the happiest weekend
they had enjoyed since the spirit
shortage started.
USO ACTIVITIES

AAFAS Has
Timely Slogan
"The Arm~ Air Forces Takes
Care of its Own," is the slogan
adopted by the Army Air Forces
Aid Society.
The AAF Aid Society was organized and incorporated in March
1942, for the primary. purpose of
providing a fund for post-war assistance for officers and enlisted
men of the AAF and the dependents of AAF personnel, including
those of honorably retired, discharged and deceased men, and to
provide for their education and assist them in securing employment.
At present there is being conducted a campaign to familiarize
every enlisted man and officer on
the field with the aims, purposes
and activities of the Army Air
Forces Aid Society, and to enlist
their support for this worthy organization through the medium of
memberships.
Anyone desiring additional information concerning the AAF AS
should contact 2nd Lt. Edwin J.
Shore, Personal Affairs Officer,
phone 203.
Oklahoma City (CNS) - Dr.
Carl R. Bailey applied to the OP A
for permission to buy a new automobile. "Are you engaged in production of essential materials?" he
was asked. "Yes," the doctor repiied, "babies." He got the permit.

\Yed.-Thur., 26-27 April
MEET THE PEOPLE
Dick Powell, Lucille Ball
Bert Lahr
News of the Day
This is America
Fri., 28 April
You CAN'T RATION LoVE
Betty Rhodes, Johnnie Johnston
Sports Parade
Speaking of Animals
Melody Master Bands

PRAIRIE

(Eat. every night at Ark City and
Winfield.)
S.t. ....._Win ...... Dance .. Refreshments
Ark ..... _Informal dancing
San .......Win ...... Program .. Free call
Ark ...... Free telephone call
Mon .... _Win ...... Do·as-you-please
Ark ..... _Bridge and game night
Tn ....... Win ...... Candy night
Ark ..... _Do-as-you-please
W.d ......Win ...... Dancing.. Games
Ark .....• Snack Bar party
Thorl ... Win •..... Bridge night .. Recording
Ark ..... _Ping-pong tournament
FrI ........ Win .... _Ping-pong tournament
Ark .....• Married couples' night

F LIE R

COL. JOSEPH F. CARROLL, Post Commander
An activity of the Special Service Department.
MAJOR J. W. BOXLEY, Special Service Officer
EDITORIAL STAFF
SGT. FIELDS BALDWIN
PFC. ROBERT J. HALL
Base Pictures Courtesy SF Photo Lab.
A weekly newSDaper com Dosed by and for the Dersonnel of the Strother Army Air
Field. Winfield, Kansas. Policies .nd statements reflected in news columns or editorials
reDresent the viewpoint. of the individual writers and under no circumstances are to be
considered those of the Army Air Force•.
The Prairie Flier receives material sUDDlied by CamD NewsDaDer Service. Credited
material cannot be reDublished without Dermission.
News matter Dertaining to the Strother Army Air Field furnished by the Strother
Army Air Field Special Service DeDartment is available for general release.
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Cadets of 44-F Have Big Evening

FLIER

Kownick' 5 Korn
B1/ SGT. HAROLD A. KOWNICK
Met an old flame who has a
genuine mink coat. She's not married, not even engaged-just under
new management. She has such
nice blond hair-this week. She
has a figure like a million dollars
-but the money's deposited in the
wrong pla(!es. She won a beauty
contest but was disqualified on two
technicalities - her face and her
figure.

Garden Romance: He's a dead
beet-and she's an old tomato.
Many a man who in his time
has cast sheep's eyes at a pretty
girl, has afterward had the wool
pulled over them.

Where Are Your

Khakis, Sissy?
Occurrences of khaki uniforms
since last Saturday, first day of
optional wear, have been few and
far between. A few brave souls
ventured out with their summer
uniforms only to change back to
OD, and for good cause. The average minimum temperature during this period of time has been
39 2-5 degrees I
Beginning with last Saturday,
we have had two mornings with a
low of 37 degrees, one that was 39
degrees and two mornings when
the minimum reading was 42 degrees. Oh well, it won't be long
until June.

And then there was the condemned golfer who asked the hangman, "Mind if I take a couple of
practice swings?"

Medics Party
Great Success

Marriage is a lottery in which
men stake their liberty, and women
their happiness.

Enlisted men of the Medical Detachment, their wives and girl
friends had a big time last Saturday night in ward 6 of the station hospital, scene of the Medics
party.
This organization, not to be outdone by other units on the field,
threw their own social affair which
featured a buffet supper and dancing. There were also contests in
pool playing, pingpong and bingo
during the evening.
1st. Lt. William A. Wishart, detachment commander an 1st. Lt.
Kenneth L. Winters, hospital adjutant, attended the party.
Members of the committee that
handled the party arrangements
included M j Sgt. William Taylor,
chairman, S j Sgt. Orville Forbord,
Sgt. Donald Nicholas and Cpl.
Donald Prys.

Speaking of a Will: Know an
attorney who sat up all night-trying to break the widow's will.

Do You K now?

The scene at the top as enacted in the Cadet Class 44-F stage show
held in the post theater last Friday night, brought many a chuckle from
the audience. Cadets Jack R. Clark, Horace T. Castillo, Kenneth V.
Gleason and Benjamin H. Grumbles receive their army clothing at a
"reception center." The nightmare of over or undersized garments is
vividly displayed.
The center picture shows members of the cadet chorus being ably
assisted by Miss Betty Evans of Sioux City, Iowa, in the black dress,
and Miss Gerri Barton, right, civilian worker in the cadet detachment
and whose home is in Ark City, during the class 44-F stage show.
The lower picture shows members of class 44-F, their dates and
officer guests during the graduation dance held in the post gym following the stage show at the post theater last Friday evening.
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Here are a few facts that may
be of interest to you relative to
National Service Life Insurance.
Did you know that after your
policy has been in force for one
year it may be converted to Ordinary 20 or 30 Payment Life? That
simply means your insurance
would act in a dual capacity first,
as protection for your dependents
and secondly as a savings for future necessities or emergencies.
Under the Five Year Level Term
Plan in which you are now participating it is understandable that
protection is the only factor when
One considers the premium. Ordinary, 20 and 30 Payment Life
have two interesting features inasmuch as they have a loan value
and also a cash surrender value
should one elect to cancel at a
future date.
It may be of further interest to
know that your present National
Service Life Insurance will fit into
your insurance program when you
retain civilian status. All that is
necessary to keep the insurance in
force is direct remittance to the
Veterans Administration. If a period of 120 days should elapse before making premium payment it
would be necessa.ry to take a
physical examination to reinstate
the insurance, therefore it is a
matter of prime importance that a
check be made to determine when
the premium is due.
All men who are qualified for
overseas service and do not have
the maximum amount ($10,000)
should drop into the Insurance Office and make application. As the
station hospital is overburdened
and considerable time is necessary
to process the application it is important that this matter be acted
on immediately.
It would only lead to confusion
to try to point out the various
plans to which you may convert,
however anyone desiring any information along this line is requested
to drop into the Insurance Office.

Houston, Tex. (CNS)-There is
a city ordinance here which prohibits citi~ens from looking at a
girl in a manner described as
"making goo-goo eyes."

Milton Can iff, creator of "Te rry and the Pirates"
WELL, THANKG,
6ENERALGBUT r DON'T
<SET IT!

WE H£ARD 'YOU WUZ
6OIN'TO THE: DANCE
WITI-ITHAT MARI NE
COMPANY WOJ JUGT
WON THE MARKGMAN6HIP
MEDAL.G •• •

SF Instructor
Killed in Crash
2nd. Lt. Raleigh V. Logan Jr.,
flying instructor at Strother Field,
was killed last Friday night at
2330 when his plane crashed seven
miles southeast of Oregon, Illinois,
while on a training flight to Moline, Ill.
Lt. Logan had landed at Lafayette. Ind., where Capt. Charles W.
McMillin of the Strother Field station hospital had left the plane.
A board of qualified investigators from Truex Field, IlL, will
determine the cause of the accident.
The body was taken to Centerville, Iowa, home of his mother,
Mrs. Alberta A. Logan. Lt. Logan's father lives in Bettendorf,
Iowa.
Lt. Logan's wife who lives in
Arkansas City, left for Centerville
following the fatal accident.

Cub Scouts Vis it
Station Hosp ital
Cub Scouts of Den No.1, Winfield, Kans., visited the station
hospital this week where they delivered to 2nd. Lt. Nevin J. Rodes,
convalescent training officer, copies
of Esquire magazine and comic
books for the patients.
In return for their "good deed,"
Lt. Rodes accompanied the group
of nine youngsters on a tour of
the hospital. The boys were allowed to play ping-pong which they
thoroughly enjoyed. They were
greatly interested in the various
models including airplanes, constructed by patients.
The group of scouts included
Richard A. Deatrick, Jimmy McKnight, Richard Stone, Doyle Hoyt,
Robert Kuhlmann, Buddy Mundinger, Bobby Rich, Craig Thomson
and Bill Thomson . The tenth member of the group was confined in
his home with measles and unable
to make the trip, dern it!

Sansone
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"This is positively ridiculous!-I won't go any further until
you get rid of your friends!!"

Troop Training
Vet of libyan
Program Complete
Campaign Stresses
The enlisted personnel of Strother Field has completed its course
of training in sanitation, first aid,
malaria control and chemical warfare. The classes were started four
weeks ago by Capt. Joseph V.
Farmer, Assistant Training Officer.
Lectures, motion pictures and
tests made up the training program on sanitation, first aid and
malaria control, while in the chemical warfare study there were lectures, a test, field demonstration
and motion picture.
Several members of the Medical
Detachment, M j Sgt. William Taylor, T jSgt. G. P. Rozwick, Sgt. D.
L. Nicholas, Sgt. H. J. Plowhead
dond Sgt. R. E. Gangwere, ably
handled the training program on
the first three subjects. The chemical warfare program was directed
by 1st. Lt. Donald M. Kain, CW
officer, who was assisted by the enlisted men of his department, Sgt.
W. B. Boyd and Cpl. D. W. Phillips.
I the final session of the training program held Wednesday,
Chaplain Russell L. Young gave
an interesting talk followed by the
showing of a motion picture film
on Japan.

All-Squadron Parties

Hit Spot With EM
The enlisted men's service club
had a full house for the weekly
all-squadron party Tuesday evening. GSO girls from Wellington
and Arkansas City were guests
and dance partners of the many
enlisted men attending the affair.
The service club was decorated
with flowers for the occasion and
Dick King and his 10-piece band
from Wichita provided the smooth
dance music. Refreshments included punch and cookies.
Next Tuesday the Newton,
Kans., Freedomettes, girls drill
team, will be guests at the allsquadron party, along with GSO
cuties from surrounding towns.
The Freedomettes will present
their precision drill routine during
the intermission of the party. The
post dance orchestra will play for
the occasion, members of the organization having now l'eturned
from furlough.

GI Movies at Service Club
Release No. 19 of the popular
GI Movie series will be shown in
the service club today, Saturday
and Monday.
This particular issue is made
up of four parts. The main feature of the film is the Army-Navy
Screen Magazine which shows ;:trtivities of members of the WASP,
what goes on when a soldier gets
a 3-day pass in India, and what
Italy is to a GI.
The other features of the film
are titled, "Set 'Em Up," "Three
Cities," "Army Air Force Song."

PT Importance
T j Sgt. Carl R. Gray, veteran
of the Libyan campaign and who
saw action in India, left the
Strother Field hospital during the
week-end for further recuperation
at Camp Mystic, Texas, from a
serious operation that has hospitalized him for the past four
weeks. T j Sgt. Gray came to
Strother Field base hospital from
the Wichita sub-station of the
Kansas Recruiting District to
which he was assigned by the
Western Technical Training Command to recruit Air Wacs. He is
a son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Gray of 418 Springdale, Cumberland, Maryland.
Pinned to his pajamas at Strother Field hospital, T j Sgt. Gray
wore the Distinguished Flying
Cross and the Air Medal with two
Oak Leaf Clusters for his meritorious service as an engineergunner on B-17's and B-24's with
the Tenth Air Force in the East
African and Asian-Pacific theaters
of war. He had approximately 305
hours in combat in his 14 months'
service overseas and participated
in 33 missions.
Once he has fully recovered from
his illness, T j Sgt. Gray hopes to
be returned to a combat zone. That
possible return he knows means
he must be in the pink of physical
condition, for there is no time in
combat to take physical training.
Demands of combat call for almost
superhuman strength from men.
Malaria and sand-fly fever germs
lurk everywhere, awaiting a depleted human victim. Lack of
sleep, nervous tension and great
expenditures of physical energy
demand the best, he pointed out.
T / Sgt. Gray commented before
he left Strother Field on the importance of men assigned to the
hot climates wearing their sun
helmets. The sun plays devastating tricks on the spine, and in
addition. the humidity makes a
good coat of tan a virtual impossibility. Without their helmets,
most soldiers in combat in the
tropics or desert countries would
secure a dangerous sunburn.

'Raise Eyebrows, Raise'
Ward 4 of the station hospital
had two physical training instructors this week-as patients. Sgt.
Paul Ruckaveno injured his right
knee while doing a job of refereeing and Sgt. Raymond Muchowich
"spun in" from a horizontal bar in
the gym, injuring his neck. Ruckaveno is getting along fine and
Muchowich was to be released this
week.
Sgt. Ruckaveno has been giving
PT to the hospital patients, so 2nd.
Lt. H. H. Cummins, assistant
physical training officer, has been
handing him some of his own medicine. Ruckaveno's exercises have
been confined to eyeball, eyebrow
and finger movements!
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Warming
the Bench

Strother Field Baseball T earn
Not To Be Reorganized

By Camp Newspaper Service

The Strother Field baseball team which had such a victorious season
in 1943 when it won 24 games and lost 8, will not be reorganized this
year. This sad news was announced this week by Capt. Oren P. Stoner,
athletic director of the field.
The decision not to have a field
team this year is logical - with
word being received that the field
was to go on a standby-basis followed this week by the announcement that the Second Army Air
Force is to take over the field for
training purposes.
Practically all members of last
year's baseball team are still stationed at Strother Field and several enlisted men transferred here
had excellent diamond potentialities. It could have been a great
season for Strother Field but this
is out of the picture under the
existing situation.
Strother Field won the Arkansas City baseball league last year
when it took 9 out of 10 games.
The Kanotex won that one game
by a score of 5 to 2 resulting in
that team winning the second half
pennant. In the play-off series
Strother Field, which had won the
first half pennant, defeated the
Kanotex in two consecutive games,
1 to 0 and 7 to 5. Pitching star
Johnnie Harding won both of these
games, giving him a season record
of 15 games won and only one
game lost. His single defeat was
at the hands of the Cessna Aircraft team during the Kansas state
semi-pro tournament in Wichita.
The score of this game was 4 to 3
in favor of the Cessna team.
Cadet Evan D. Peteoff of class
44-F who set an all-time PFR reIn other tournament games SF
cord at Strother Field last week is
defeated the Topeka Scotts by a
shown in the picture above. Petescore of 5 to 4 behind the superb
off performed 114 sit-ups, 28 puJlpitching of Harding, and lost to
ups and ran the 300-yard shuttlethe Fort Leavenworth Reception
run in 43 seconds to achieve a PFR
Center by a score of 11 to 3. Bert
of 98 with a sum score of 293. He
Fern was the losing pitcher.
was presented a medal by Col. J.
Strother lost another game, to
F . Carroll, commanding officer of the powerful Enidairs, Enid Army
SF, during the class graduation
Air Field team of Enid, Okla. The
festivities last Friday evening for
score in this game was 8 to 5 with
his athletic prowess.
Gabrilli and Wescott pitching for
SF.
The other four losses chalked up
to Strother Field were by the IndeLetter from Bogart
pendence Army Air Field, Inde(Continued from page 1, col. 3)
pendence, Kans. Harding had defeated this team twice earlier in
wood. Sure enough, the Bogarts the season by scores of 4 to 3 and
had vislted Mrs. Hunter's club,
8 to 3, but they finally found SF's
and had ridden in a plane with
number and poured it on but good.
her from some (censored) point to
Scores of these four games were
another (censored) point, and re16 to 7, 8 to 2, 17 to 6 and 12 to 9.
mem bered her very well. Yes, she
Strother Field was victorious in
was well and happy, and doing a
all remaining games on the season
great job. They even added a few
schedule, the team's excellent abilwell chosen words about keeping
ity bringing a lot of glory to the
a stiff upper lip and fighting the
field. of which all military and
battle of Kansas, but Hunter
civilian personnel was and is justly
doesn't mention that. He wants
proud. At least the field has this
overseas service, Italy preferred!
fine record to look back on during
Pvt. Hunter has an odd situa- the spring warmup season.
tion on his hands. In most cases
mothers in this country do the
Gerry LeVan, sparkplug scooter
worrying about their sons in serv- back of Princeton's great football
ice overseas-while he is doing the
teams of 1933. '34 and '3 5, is back
worrving over here about his mothagain at Old Nassau-as a Naval
er 'who is over there.
V-5 student.

When Tom Killifer was a kid
his old man, Red Killifer, taught
him how to pitch . Red was a good
teacher, too, having pitched in the
majors himself, coached the St.
Louis Cardinals and managed several Pacific Coast League teams.
But somehow Tom never learned
how to control his fast one. It always broke early and sailed neckhigh-or higher-over the plate.
Back in 1937 Tom went to the
mound one day when Stanford
university was playing 'W aseda
University of Tokyo. Tom bore
down on the first pitch, his high,
hard one. It broke too soon as
usual and knocked the Jap batter
cold. The next Jap stepped warily
up to the dish and Killifer wound
up, unleashed his fast one, and
dusted him, too.
Today, however, Tom's con~rol
is pretty good. He's a naval lIeutenant, flying a Corsair with t~e
Skull and Crossbones Squadron m
the South Pacific. He has shot
down four Zeroes over Rabaul and
Bougainville and has assisted on
several other kills. And that, says
the Navy, is good pitching.
Max Schmeling gets his name
in the papers more often than any
other fighter, with the possible
exception of Joe Palooka. This
time he is supposed to be in Rome,
training for a fight with a young
Nazi paratrooper now stationed on
the Cassi)1n front. rrevious intelligence on Der Schlager reported him dead, wounded, a prisoner
of war, and a permanent KP in
Odessa.

Big League Draft Boxscore
Accepted by Navy: Clyde Shoun,
Cincinnati; Rip Radcliff, Athletics; Joe Glenn, Yankees. Passed
pre-induction physical: Lon Warneke, Cubs; Ernie Bonham, Yankees. Classified lA: Nick Etten
and Johnny Lindell, Yankees;
Whitlow Wyatt and Luis OImo,
Dodgers. Rejected: Vernon Stephens, Browns, because of a bum
knee; Oscar Grimes, Yankees, on
account of "joint mice" in his
knee, and Leo Durocher, Dodgers,
for "acorns" on his elbow.

448th War Room
(Continued from page 1, col. 2)
bel'S and during other meeting
periods guest speakers appear on
the program.
The war room occupies the former dayroom of the squadron.
There are news bulletins, headlines, maps and pictures pertaining to the Burmese area, western
European front, Russian front,
Southwest Pacific and Mediterranean theaters of war. These are
kept up-to-date at all times. In
addition there are current and past
Newsmaps on display, pamphlets
and books pertaining to the 'w ar
may be checked out for study by
squadron members. There is also
a large world map on which all
battle fronts are clearly marked.
Latest addition to the war room
is the miniature tank display. A
show case containing battle-ground
terrain constructed by Pvt. Aldon
Craig of the Special Service Department holds British, German
and Japanese model tanks .
Pinehurst, N. C. (CNS)
"George," the ever-reliable Pullman porter on the Seaboard Airline Railway train, saved the lives
of nine of its customers recently
when gas escaping from a break
in the air-conditioning system
threatened to a sphyxiate the entire
car near the station here. George
awoke, smelled gas, stopped the
train, aroused th e passengers and
had them removed to a hospital
where all recoyered.

School Was Never Like This

The little red school house's loss was screetndom's gain when curvaceous Betty Alexander, above, went to Hollywood tu go to sCl100i
but had her mind changed by a movie contract. She's currently
appearing in "Shine On Ha rv ,~s t Moon."
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$600 In AM AS

Membership Drive
$601.40 in Army Air Forces
Aid Society memberships have
been received fro m Strother
Field officers and enlisted men.
according to figures released today by 2nd. Lt. Edwin J. Shore,
Personal Affairs officer.
Following are the organizations and their participation figures in the membership drive.
Amount of
Pct.
cash in mem- ParticiOrg.
berships
pation
Officers
$315.00
90 %
683rd Band
$ 18.25
67.7%
Section "A"
$ 50.00
12.4%
Section "B"
$ 77.00
59.2%
Section "c"
$121.25
25 %
Sec Lion "E"
$ 19.90
26 %
Aims and purposes of the AM'
Aid Society, organized by General
and Mrs. Arnold to assist those in
need of a helping hand when the
war is done, are explained in a
letter from AAF Headquarters,
which follows:
We ar6 now in the midst of a
great war, Much remains to be accomplished before the threat to
our country is removed. Although
every effort must be expended in
prosecuting th~ present conflict to
a successful conclusion, it is not
too early-indeed, every passing
day makes it more imperativeto prepare to assist those amoIq;:
us who, when the war is done, wiH
be in need of a helping hand. The
AAF Aid Society is admirably
suited to fulfill th: t mission.
With the rapid deterioration of
the in ternational situation in the
summer of 1940, tte augmentation of the Army began. National
Guanl units were caflE'd to duty
in
September,
1940.
General
Tnold realized that the constilution and by-laws of the Army
Relief SOCiety would not permit
that organization to provide the
benevolent service essential to the
well-being of AAF personnel. He
therefore caused the AAF to withTurn to Page FOll'
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Officer Promotions
Are Announced
Thirteen officer promotions anIlounced last week-end by post
headquarter~ give Strother Field
a new major, captain, and eleven
first lien ten an ts.
Ra~ald HE'l'mes. supervisor of
maintenance, was promoted to
the rJ.nk of major.
Russell L.
Young, chaplain, received his promotion to thn.t of captain.
Alltong the SF officers promoted 1.0 the rank of first lieuten au tare P. H. Whitaker, intelli!<ellce offker and post historical officer; and Joseph K. Grigsby, assistant illtelligence officer
and claims officer. The nine other officers now wearing silver
bars are all flying instructors and
include George E. Bartley, Keith
L. Cowden, Elmer C. Goodman,
William H. Hagebush, L. D. Davis, Jr. , Glenn P. Otto, George
B. R()y~r, .Jr., Cecil D. Peters,
and Richard V'l. Smith.
NOTICE
ENLISTED MEN
Here is an example of the
manner in which you will
write your return address on
all mail sell t from Strother
Field.
Pvt. John J. Jones (Serial No.)
2545th Base Unit
Section "A"
Strother Field,
Winfield, Kansa!!.
(This does not apply to aviation students and aviation
cadets) .
I

NO.5

SQUADRONS AND DETACHMENTS
I TEGRATED INTO BASE UNIT
A streamlined system of organization, which officially carries into effect a manpower-saving program
already developed at the nation's far-flung Army Air Forces training schools, was announced today by
Lt. Gen. Barton K. Yount, commanding general of the AAF Training Command, Fort Worth, Texas.
The new plan of operation placed in effect at Strother Field at 0001, 1 May, consolidates personnel of
individual squadrons and detachments into a single "Base Unit" to conduct administrative, operational
and training functicns at each station within the Training Command.
Miscellaneous organizations formerly required to maintain training station activities will be disbanded and personnel integrated to
form the all-inclusive "Base Unit," headed by a single commander.

SF Memorandum
Explains Sectional
Selup On Field
F0r the information of military per'lonnel here is a line-up
of the alphabetical Sections in
the Base ('nit setup as described
in Strother Field Memorandum
No 20-2:
In order to facilitate militar)
udmini'Stration, the Base Unit
will be composed of the following Sections:
Unit HeadquarterR Section, "A"
AdminiRtration and Services Section, "B" Training and Operations Section, "C" Supply and
Mainten!1.nce Section, "E" Medical
Section, "F" Aviation Section
and "H" Pilot Student Section.
Personnel will he assigned to
sections according to the following: Unit HeadquartE'rs Scction:
Post Commander and all personncl assigned to the following activities, (a) Personnel, which includes Unit Per<;onnel, Civilian
Personnel, Personal Affairs, Classification and Ground Safety.
I, b)
Ail' Inspector including AdTurn to p~,> Four

REC Facilities
Well Grouped
"Centralization" is a welcome
word to the military personnel of
Strother Fteld where a Broadway
arrangement or recreational facilities makes getting around the
spots of interest a short hop and
a jump.
Taking advantage of the inadvertent but fortunate placing of
one recreational unit after the
Post Exchange, gymnasium and
theater had been built, engineers
and post authorities have seen to
it that authorized additions for
recreational purposes have been
placed in the same area. A virtual
downtown business district has
been created as shown in the
aerial picture on this page.
The ration board didn't sit in
on the planning, but centralization means less shoe leather and
less gasoline spent. This set-up is
perfect for the walking enlisted
me'll or flight-weary cadets and
offir.en·.

At Strother Field this new system of organization meant the
disbanding of all subordinate
units and detachments, except the
383rd Army Band. Personnel of
all squadrons and detachments
was integrated to form the 2545th
Base Unit.
To preserve close supervision of
enlisted personnel, authority has
been granted for the creation of
alphabetically
identified
"Sections" within each "Base Unit."
While fewer in number, Sections
will correspond to the former
squadrons and detaChments and
will be sufficiently small to assure each enlisted man personal
contact with his commanding officer and first sergeant. Although
each training station will be assigned a numbered "Base Unit,"
fields will continue to be referred
to by their own distinctive names,
officials said.
Th~ 2545th at Strother Field
includes the Unit Headquarters
section and six sections bearing
alphabetical designations from A
to H.
Tactical units and AAF bands,
which operate under established
tables of organization, will not
be affected by the "Base Unit"
plan.
Turn to Pilge Three

----0-----

Trainee Dance
Successful Event
Approximately 300 guests attended the first ilance held aL
Strother Field for the air crew
trainee grcup last Saturday night
in the post gym.
Girls fr0m Winfield, Arkansas
City and Wellington, totaling
nearly 100 in number, swarmed
onto the field for the gala occasion and were enthusiastically
greeted by the trainees. Outnumbered 2 to 1, the gals took a deep
breath an'l entered the gymnasium ready for plent.y of dancing
anti fun.
The post orchestra's musical
]Jresentations hit the spot with
the cuties and
trainees alike,
their applause rocking the raft.PrS after each dance n um bel'.
A troupe of entertainers from
the Edna Cavanas School of
DanCing in Wichita presented a
45 minute floor show and shortly after the intermission period
a jitterhug contest was staged.
First place honors went to A/S
Clarence H. Pinkus and Miss Erline ~10rhai.1. of Ark City.
Secolld place winners
were
A/S
Theodore H . .James and Miss Betty McCarty of ·Wellington. Taking third place were A/S Anthon~
J. Bernadi and Miss Charlotte
Sharer, Ark City.
The contest
was judged hy Major Robert H.
A~stin, commanding officer
of
the trainee squadrc.n and 1st. Lt.
Howard Cable, tac officer. Aviation Student Kenneth Scher wa!'
1'1aster-of-c(·remonies <lnring the
evening.

The gymnasium was attractively decorated by Pvt. Aldon Craig
of the Special Service Dept.
Sandwiches ana soft drinks
were plentiful for all attending
the party.

If your relatives wondel' about the recreation facilities at Strother Field and if you have any place to go on the base in your spare
time send home this copy of the Prairie, Flier showing the fine aerial picture above. Not onl y does it show the recreational area but
all facilities are designated for their information.
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Speaking

0/ - - - Service Flags

During the evacuation o[ flood victims in ·Winfield and Arkansas
City last week the number of service flags bearing one or 1110re stars
was very noticeable in thesll striken hOllseholds.
The flags were the first arlicles removed from the homes as the
mothers or wives remarked that they too had someone in the service.
Where the evacuation was being done by military personnel from
Strother Field these women remarked that their menfolk in the
service would be grateful to the soldi ers, as they were, [or the ain
given by SF personnel.
Perhaps this week their own sons and husbands may have been
evacuatiug people alld their belongings a lon g the flooding Mississippi
river. Perhaps some of the familJes in th~t area are those of Strother
Field officers and enlisted men.
The mililary personnel of lhis field was glad to be of assistance
in Winfield and Arkansas City. After all, these two cities a.re our
adopted hometowns and the people have treated ns as their own sons
'>ince the activation of Strother Field.

Your Job Is Making History
Do you know that the job you are doing at Strother Field is making
history and is a vital part of the ultimate victory of the United States
and its Allied nations over the Axis?
Your work may seem a very insignificant part of the tremendous
military program taking place among these nations, yet it is being
recorded in the post history of Strother Field which will become part
of the permanent record of the Army Air Forces.
Each department of this field is responsible for a minute record
of its functions. Every section must prepare a unit history, all of
which are submitted to the post intelligence and public relations
offices for assimilation into installments of this post's history.
The first installment began with the site location of Strother Field
and recorded all activities through the 29th of February, 1944. The
history is kept up by installments of two month intervals and the
March-April history went out this week to the CFTC headquarters.
It was highlighted by the chronicling of Strother Field's participation
in the flood which last week wreaked havoc on ,Vinfield and Arkansas
City.
The record of Strother Field is one of which we can all be justly
proud. We all are responsible for this fine record which is becoming
par.t of the history of the Army Air Forces, so l et's continue at top
peak until the d ay of victory arrives.

The Humor

0/ G I Joe

Nazi Propaganda Minister Goebbels ran afoul the G. 1. Jo e's grimy
humor. The Heinies shot down a Fortress nicknamed "Murder Inc."
and Goebbels anno un ced that American flyers were gangsters to the
last man. A few sourpuss viewers-with-alarm in the United States
fell for another bit of G. 1. whimsy. It was soberly reported by a returning airman that Tokio Rose, the Jap broadcaster, was the A.A.F. 's
!avorite pin-up girl.
G. 1. Joe fights this war for home and country. He fights tp "<lve
his own neck and the lives of his family and frien.d s. He fig;ltS to
keep America out of a German or a Japanese jail. These are seriOUS
matters, in all truth, and G. 1. Jo e knows it. But he also fi-gllts for
the right to enjoy his own particular brand of humor. He expects the
Hun to take a dismal view of his jokes and he knows that the Jap
baboon is incapable of joyous laughter.
But his own countrymen-even columnists and editorial writersought to understand G. 1. Joe by this time. When Joe yells " I wanna
go home! " it is not indicative of low morale, desertion or mutiny.
G. 1. Joe yelled the same thing at Valley Forge. American fighting
men sang "Mama, your boy wasn't meant for a soldier" as they rolled
forward to smash the Hindenburg line.
In the name of Mr. Dooley, Ole Bill, Dere Mabel and Private Berger,
may G. 1. Joe 's corrosive and irreverent laughter be cherished as a
sacred right. There are fields, there are streets, there are homes and
hearts hungry, these lon g months, to hear Joe's wondrous humor and
laugh with him again.

A ircrew Trainees
The Prairie Flier wishes to apologize to the aircrew trainees who
were refe rr ed to as being "new to army routine" in last week's editorial.
Unbeknown to the PF at the time the editorial was written was the
fact that these men have had basic training and many have been in
the army from four months to fi ve years-many with ratings as high
as that of master sergeant.
Their excellent morale and soldierly appearance is not due to their
being new to army routine. Th ey are this way because of their pride
in being part of the United States Army Air Forces.

- - CHAPLAIN'S CORNER====
By Chaplain l{arl B. Smith
A thief is most simply defined as one who appropriates for himself
that which is definitely known to belong to another. , It makes little
difference whether the thief enters a house und er the cover of a dark
night and takes a sum of money or whether he enters a nation, or
nations, and steals the freedom, tile homes and the rights of the people
who live there. He is still a thief.
"Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of
the Lord thy God." (Ex. 20:8-10). What more definite declaration
could God make that the one day out of the seven belongs to Him?
God has labeled His property. Are you s urrenderi ng God's day wholly
to Him?
!
Necessity may demand that you do not worship with the saints on
the Lord's day. Therein lies the danger. Is it out of necessity
brought on by the present crisis or the carelessness and indifference
of your own heart that you use God's one day for other things?
It is a serious matter, worthy of your most earnest consideration.
Remember! The day is God's and to be kept holy. Let's begin this
Sunday.
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Friday-G I party, free coffee
and cookies.
Saturday-Open.
Sunday-1400 to 2100: 322nd
Formal May Dance. Guests from
Wichita and Ponca City.
Monday-Photo Club at 1900.
Bingo at 2000.
Tuesday-All Squadron May
Day Formal Dance. Music by SF
Airchords.
Wednesday Bridge tournament.
Thursday
322nd Squadron
party.
---------o~-------

Ye Liftings
Adam and Eve seem to be the
first systematic storekeepers. They
introduced the first loose leaf
system.
War Bond Officer: You forgot
to dot the "i" in your signature.
Bond Signer: Would you do it
for me, sir?
War Bond Officer: I'm sorry,
but it has to be done in your
own handwriting.
Sentry: Who goes there?
Voice in the Night: The devil!
Sentry: Pass. You know where
you can go.
Wife: John, dear, why don't
you wan t me to join the WAC?
Soldier: You wouldn't be happy, darling.
It's non-combatant
duty.
Voice (to busdriver): "Gee,
cantcher wait until I git all my
clothes on."
(And fifty soldiers
twisted their necks around while
the laundress got onto the bus
with her basket of clothes.)
Our grandmothers believed that
there was a destiny that shaped
our ends, but the modern girl
places her faith in girdles.
Beautiful: I can't go out with
you anymore.
I've been told
that I wasn't to go around with
anything lower than a sergeant.
Dutiful: Honey, I didn't know
there was anything lower.
I l1;uess you know item: The
two l.liggest ~olv(,., iIi ~he world
are Chase and Sanborn-they
seem to date every bag.
Daffyni tion of Shock Troops: A
bunch of new lieutenants at a burl esque show.
Little Miss Muffet decided to
rough it
In a cabin quite old and medieval;
A frat man espied her and filled
her with cider,
And now she's the forest's prime
evil.

----0----

Dr. and Mrs. J. o. Strother
Presented China Service
That Strother Field may "continue to send out fine boys,
qualified and willing to carry
on our flag from where Capt.
Donald R. Strother was forced
by death to hand it to his comrades-in-arms" is the hope expressed by Dr. and Mrs. J. O.
Strother in a recent letter to the
commanding
officer
and
the
Strother Field offi-cer personnel.
The Strothers' aspiration was
included in a letter of appreciation for a service-f<lr-six set of
Strother Field chinaware, recently presented them at an impromptu ceremony in the Officers' Club in behalf of all
Strother Field officers. Every
piece of china bears the imprint
of the Air Forces insignia and
the inscription "Officers' Mess,
Strother Army Air Field."
Dr. and Mrs. Strother are the
parents of Captain Donald R.
Strother, who was killed in action in Java in the early days
of the war, and for whom the
local air field was named.
o
LOST
A wat-ch belonging to AIC
Hugo F. Beyer was lost at
the time of an aircraft accident on 7 Feb. 1944. Anyone
who
has
any
information
which might aid in the recovery of his watch is asked
to contact the Post Surgeon,
Phone 23 •.
----0----Modern girls are fond of nice
clothes, but they are not entirely wrapped up in them.
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What's new in
your home town?
Q. Is it permissable for me to
take out a Class "E" allotment
for Lhe benefit of IllY girl friend,
or mllst the beneficiary be a relative?
A. Class "E" allotments may be
taken out for the payment of
money to any individual.
The
fact that they are not members
(tf your family does nol matter.
Q. Before the war I served
three years in the Regular Army
Reserve. Does this en ti tle me to
longevity pay'!
A. Credit for service in the
Regular Army Reserve must be
ot an active nature. If you went
to camp during the time you
were 111 the RAR, you are entitled to longevity pay, but if you
did nothing more than become a
mem bel', that is inactive service
and cannot be credited toward
longevity pay.
Q. I'm a paratrooper and recently, cluring training, I was injured in a jump. Now I want to
know if I'm enti tled to paratroop
pay for the time I spen t in the
nospital.
A. You are. AR 35-1495 states
specifically that men hurt on parachute duty are entitled to receive paratrooper pay for three
mon th s while in a hospital.

---------'0--------T,renton, N. J. (CNS)-The will
of Mrs. Mary Kubery left $2 to
her husband with the proviso
"That he uses $1 of same to purcbase a rope to hang himself."

This Week at the
POST THEATER

Beech Grove, tnd. (eNS)--A
IllGLOnst convicled 01 driving
"lllle III toxicated was lined ~ 5 v,
senLenced to serve six months on
the penal larm and barred trom
dnving a car for the next 25
years.
Bellport, R. 1. (CN ')--l<'rank
Trotta has papered the walls of
his newsstand with letters he received from GIs abroad. He 's got
hundreds of 'em.
Buffalo, N. Y. (CNS)--A man
arrested here for failure to have a
Clrart r egistration card had a good
reason for it. He told police he
didn't know his name or address.
Hospi tal attendants said he was
a victim of amnesia.
Clearwater, Okla. (CNS)--Mrs.
Mildred Stewart, 43, became a
mother for the 17 th lime the
other day, the day after she had
become a grandmother for the
seven th time. Of her 17 children,
14 are living and three of the
gir ls are married and have children.
Fargo, N. D. (CNS)--"Send the
paddy wagon quick!" an excited
woman informed police by telephone. "There's a drunk in my
hallway." Police responded immediately, but before they could
leave the station house, the 'p hone
rang again. "Never mind," the
woman said. "It·s only my husbancl. "
Fresno, Cal. (CNS)-Mrs. H. L.
Marley won her divorce but lost
a petition to bar her ex-husband
from their home. Hubby told the
court he had no other place to
s leep.

SAT. 6, MAY
"JAM SESSION"
Ann Miller-Jess Barker
Louis Armstrong's Band
Featuretle
Li ttJe Lulu Cartoon

Kansas Cfty (CNS)--"Look,"
lhe bus driver pleaded as passengers crammed into his vehicle
at a street corner, "please don't
crowd me." The passengers paid
him 'no heed, so the driver, slightly miffed, climbed out the wlndo\v, locked the bus doors from
the outside and walked away-never to return.

SUN.-MON. 7-8, MAY
"FOLLOW THE BOYS"
George Raft-Vera Zorina
All-Star Cast
News of the Day

Memphis, '1'enn. (CNS)--T his
city has a new candidate for
"Meanest Man in the World" honors. He is the unknown thief who
stole two guitars from a blinn.
musician.

TUMS. 9, MAY
"THE COWBOY AND THE
SENORITA"
Roy Rogers
Sportoscope--Magic Carpet
Phantasie Cartoon

MinneapOlis (CNS) - Guy H.
Moe, 64, of Alexa'ndria, Minn.,
was visiting in Minneapolis when
he slipped on the wet pavement
and fell down. A couple of kindly
strangers helped him to his feet,
dusted him off, snatched his
wallet and ran away.

usa
WED.-THURS. 10-11, MAY
"ANDY HARDY'S BLONDE
TROUBLE"
Mickey Rooney-Lewis Stone
Bonita Granville
News of the Day
FR1. 12, MAY
"WEIRD WOMAN"
Lon Chaney-Anne Gwynne
Evelyn Ankers
"MEMPHIS BELLE"
Filmed in Teehnicolor
Color Cartoon

PRAIRIE

ACTIVITIES

(Eat.e every night at Ark City and
Winfield. )
S.t......_Win ...... Dance-RefreShments
Ark ...... Blngo .. Free call
Sun ....... Win ...... Muslcal Program.
Ark ...... Slnglng .. lnformal dance
Mon .... _Win ...... Do-as-you-please
Ark ..... _Bridge and game night
Tae ...... Win ...... Candy night
Ark ..... _Do-as-you-please
W.d...... Win ...... Dancing .. Games
Ark ..... _Snack Bar party
Tharo ... Win ...... Bridge night.. Recording
Ark ..... _Ping-pong tournament
Frl. ....... Win ...... Marrled Couples Night.
Ark ...... Married couples' night

F LIE R

COL. LAMONT SAXTON, Post Commander
An activity of the Special Service Department.
MAJOR J. W. BOXLEY, Special Service Officer
•

Editor-Sgt. Fields Baldwin
Base Pictures Courtesy SF Photo Lab.

A weekly neW8paper composed by and for the personnel of the Strother Army Air
Field, W infield. Kansas. Policies and statements reflected in news columns or editorial~
represent the viewpoints of the individual writers and under no circumstances are to be
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Kownick's Korn
By SGT. HAROLD A . KOWNICK
Know a gal who was such a
good egg-and now she's just a
shell of her former self.
She's
got a peculiar philosophy.
She
says wisdom is knowing what to
do. Skill is knowing how to do
it. And virtue is not doing it.
The old fashioned man who had
a good head for figures now has
a grandson who has a great eye
for them.
A girl may love you from the
bottom of her heart, but there's
always room for some other guy
on top.
Kissing a girl is just like opening a bottle of olives- the first
l1lay come hard, but it's a cinch
to get th e res t.

------0--------

Air WAC
Answers
Q. What jobs do Air Wacs
have in England?
A. v\·ith \'arious air command:;
they are plotting and briefing
missions. doilJg photo interpretations of hombings, handling communicaLions, as!<'~ssing
combat
film from fighter pianos, working
ill intelli~ = nce section5.
Space
<loes not permit a complete list.
but here are examples (rom a medium bon)ber headqur..rtC'rs: pro·
cessor of se~ret documents, assista,lt sergeant nl.:tjor, secretary
to the Commanding General, secretary ~ nr\ cf)nfidential clerk in
lntelligenl;e. compiler of statistics
011 bombing and combat results.
An 8rh AI' fighter station:
switc1.board supervisor,
steno
grapher, film as:;es~or, operator ill
Combat Operations room, mail
clerk.
Q. Can Wac recruits request
assignmen t to a specific post?
A. If the recruit wishes her
first assignmen t to be within tll('
Service ComnJand where she enlists (a'> you know, the United
States is divi-Ied into nine Service Commands) ann would lik ..
to serve at a particular station
within t.hat Service Command.
she can m"..ke the request at th ~
time she enlists. Insofar as the
needs of the Army permit, she
lViIl get her fir:lt assignment as
requested.
Q. V\'hat weath~r jobs are open
to Air Wacs?
A. The
following
classifications: meteorological plotter, meteorologist, theodolite observer,
weather forecaster, weather observer.

--------0--------

INTEGRATED INTO
BASE UNIT
Continued From Page One
In a concurrent directive, which
went into effect April 30, the
Training Command initiated a
four-way grouping of responsibilities at each station. The Commanding Officer will be assisted
by "deputy commanders" for administration and services, for
training and operations, and for
supply and maintenance. The
fourth aide to the station commander will be the Air Inspector.
The double-barreled streamlining process is in line with the
Training Command's policy to
eliminate administrative complexities and to operate its vital aircrew and ground crew training
programs with a minimum of personnel.

Section "A" Picnic
Set fo.r Sunday
Members of Section "A" Administration and Serl'ices, will
hold their picniC this Sunday at
the Spring Rill picn ic grounds
north of Arl<ansas City. The event
was originally scheduled for Sunday of last week but was postponed due to the rain Saturday.
There will be 300 deliciously
fried chicl(ens along with all the
trimmings i'ncluding ice cream to
make the event one long to be
remembered. The picnic is scheduled to begin at 1400.
Th e r e will be game contests and
a photo contest for which prizes
will be awarded the individuals
taking the fun nlest picture and
the best candid shot. Members of
the photo lab will judge th e entries.
A large sign will be placed at
the entrance to the Spri'ng Hill
golf course showing the way to
reach the picnic grounds. The
Ark City bus company will provide transportation from the field
and Ark City to the picnic
grounds and return.

- - - -0------

Battled Flood
In I-Iome Town
Two of the Strother Field soldiers who battled flood waters
in Winfield last week were fighting to protect their home town.
They were: Donald D. Dietrick,
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Dietrick of 1205 East Eleventh, and
Charles Russell Cummings, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Cummings of 819 East Fifteenth
Ave. Both are aviation students
with the air crew detachment of
"R" Pilot Student Section at
Strother Field. They are taking
on-the-line training, at completion of which they will enter
pre-flight school as the next
phase of their training to become pilots in the Army Air
Forces.
~------ o --------

Women's Club
Entertains
Members of the Strother Field
Women's Club honored their
husbands with a formal dinner
party in the Officer'S Club on
the field last Saturday evening.
The event was also a welcoming
party for Col. and Mrs. Lamont
Saxton and a farewell event for
Col. a.nd Mrs. J. F. Carroll.
Mrs. Carroll was presented a
crystal vase in a silver holder
by Mrs. Bernard H. Bloom,
president of the Women's Club.
Places were set for 176 guests
and a floor show was presented
by the Ellen Cavanas troupe
from Wichita, Kans., following
the dinner. The tables were
decorated with garden flowers
and ca.ndles.
Hostesses for the party were
Mrs. Robert A. Ralston, Mrs.
Patrick H. Whitaker, Mrs. Wilbur G. Seale and Mrs. Robert
I. Choate.
--------10--------

St. LOUis (CNS) --A flour mill
has added a rock-tosser to its payroll. The man is paid to stand on
the banks of the MiSSissippi river
and throw rocks at wild ducks because the mill had been shut down
five times in one week by ducks
which dived into the river for
food a'nd were sucked into the
plant's intake pipes.
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Field Alerted
For Flood Threat
Helmet liners, fatigues, overshoes and raincoats were the order
of the day for a number of enlisted men on Monday of this
\.eeK when it was reported that
the city of Winfield might be tu
for another llood seige.
Fortunately rains falling Sun·
day lllght 1I0rth of Winfield on
the Walnut river were not heavy
enough to cause any trouble. The
field was returned to normal stat us late l\Ionday afternoon after
bei'ng on the alert during the entire day.

--------0--------

SWea,r In Seven
Air Wacs Here
Entrance of three more Southern Kansa!; young women into the
Women 's Army Corps at Strother
l<'ield Saturday, boosted to seven
the recruitments of Air Wacs at
tillS staLlon last week. Five of the
seven are being assigned to the
Air Transport Command.
Among the new recruits is a
worker from the 377tl1 Sub-Depot,
the first Strother Field woman
employe to enter the armed forces
slllce the field was activated. She
is Pvt. LoRee Williams, 27, of
Arkansas City.
Also among the new Air Wacs
sworn in Saturday was Pvt.
Mernie G. Mahannah, 49, of Argonia. Pvt. Mahannah, a graduate
of Southwestern college, has been
teaching in Argonia high school
tile past 22 years. At the presen~l
time she is instructor in mathematics and pre-flight aeronautics.
Pursuance of the latter line of
scientific training she hopes to
continue in the Air Transport
Command, to which she is being
assigned as an Air Wac.
Third of the recruits signed up
Saturday was Pvt. Betty Jane
Davis, 21, of EI Dorado. Until
recently, Pvt. Davis was a file and
stock room clerk for Boeing Aircraft at Wichita.
Thursday of last week, three
Wichita young women and one
from Eureka were sworn into the
Women 's Army Corps at Strother
Field . Included i,l tilL, group "Were
two sisters-Roxy Ellen Slicker,
24, and Lera Jean Feltrop of 3170
South Yale, Wichita. For the past
19 months, Pvt. Slicker has been
a riveter for Beech Aircraft, but
recent entrance of her husband,
Paul Slicker, a Boeing Aircraft
foreman, into the armed forces
made her decide to join up, too.
With her goes her 20-year-old
sister, Lera Jean, a waitress in a
Wichita restaurant.
Ruth Frederica Miller, 30, of
915 North Walnut, Eureka, and
Winnie V. Dees, 22, of 346 North
Topeka, Wichita, a lso were sworn
into the Women's Army Corps last
Th ursday. Both are employees at
Beech Aircraft at Wichita.

--------0--------

~lARIN)j;'S

SHO'l.' SAVES PALS,

THE:,\ liE BURIES VIC'.rIM
New Britain (CNS) -- Marin e
Cpl. Edward J. Maleski, of Southport, Conn., saw a Jap take a
bead on some of his buddies with
a grenade. Maleski potted him before he could throw it.
When an officer came up and
asked who had killed the Jap,
Maleski stepped forward proudly.
"Well," said the officer, walking away, "you'd better bury
him."
----10>-----

Spent a three day pass repairing my fish seines--sort of a holiday for strings.

by Milton Can iff. creator of "Terry and the Pirates"

~~~~~~~~Na_ _------~'---------~--~

I-I~ CI..AIMG /..IE"
DK'EAMG ~VErn'
Nl6HT THAT A SE:EYOU-TEC-FUL ~eoHEAD COM~G 10
SEE HIM ••• FULL
COLOR •••

Shown aboye are four young women who were sworn into the
Women's Arnl,r Corps last week at Strothel' Field. In the top picture is Pvt. Lera Jean Peltrop of \Vichita. Below. shown left to
l"ight are, l~t. Ruth Frederica Miller of l!..'ureka, J{as., Pvt. ' Vinnie
V. Dees and Pvt. Roxy E llen Slicker of Wich.ita. Pvts. Feltrop and
Slicker are sisters.

Vets Assured U. S. Aid
In Job Placements
Washington (CNS)-War Manpower Commissioner Paul V. McNutt has assured discharged vete rans that specifiC information on
job opportunities in all the principal ci ties of every state will be
made available to them in the
government's efforts to place them
in these jobs.
Mr. McNutt said this information will be available at the United States Employment Service offices and will be revised monthly
to indicate the expected labor demand six months in advance.
The National Association of
Manufacturers also is speeding a
plan whereby preparations by individ ual companies for re-employ-

ment of returning servicemen will
be stimulated throughout American industry.

----0----

WHO SAYS Tms AIN"l'
A DEMOCRATIC ARMY'?
India (C S) -Cpl. John Wolfe,
a staff car chauffeur, was driving
a lon g a muddy road with a load
of brass in the rear seat. Suddenly the car became mired in the
mud and WOUldn't move. Cpl.
Wolfe gazed hopelessly at the
hub-deep muck.
One of Wolfe's passengers, a
general , turned to the others, a
colonel and two lieutenant colonels, and said: "Well, ge'ntlemen,
what are we waiting for?"
Then one star, one eagle and
two silver leafs proceeded to push
two stripes and a staff car out of
a muddy hole.

Not Afreud Of The Dark
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by
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Warming
the Bench
By Camp N e ws paper Service

" ... just help yourse lf to anything you see, soldier!"

$600 In AAF AS

Memorandum Explains
Continued From Page One

Washington (CNS) - The War
Department has announced that
thousands of enlisted men under
32 recently requested transfer to
the Infantry so that they can
"fight the enemy at close quarters." In many cases these requests are being granted, the WD
add e d.

ministrative, Technical and Training pers onnel.
(c) Adjutant incl uding Sergean t Major 's office,
l.Jessage Center, Reproduction,
Headquarters Supply and Post
OfficI', St,\tistics, Processing and
Base Unit Supply are included
in the Unit Headquarlf'rS Section.
The "A" Administration antI
Sel"l'ice Section includes the Executive Officer (Deputy for the
Adm and Spry) aud all personnel assign<!d to the following activities: Budget and Fiscal, FinanCtl, Chaplain, Pul.Jlic Relations,
Special Service, Post Exchange,
L egal and Claims, Photo, Mess
Section, Intelligence, Provo~t Marshal, G nard, Military Police, Police and PriRon, Rationing, Telephone and Telegraph office and
SQ uadron administra tion of the
448th Base Headquarters and
All' BasI' Squadron.
The "B" Training and Operations Section includes the Director of 1 raining (Deputy for
Trainin~
and Operations) and
personnel of the Flying Training
Dept.,
Link
Training
Dept,.
Ground School, Phy~ical Training
Department, School
Secretary,
Post Operations, Field Lighting,
Personal Equipment, Wei g h t
and Balance, Weather (attached
unassigned) , Army Airways Comnlunications (attached un assignc:d) and the squadron administration of Hq & Hq Sq, 55th BFT
Group.
"C" Supply and MaintenanCe
Section includes the Director of
Supply ,\lid Maintenance (Deputy
for Supply and Maintenance) and
the followin g personnel: Supervisor of Maintenance, Supervisor
of Supply, all air~raft engineering I)fflcers, all Technical SuPply and T echnical Transportation
officers, and all personnel assigned to the following activities:
Post Engineer (except personnel
of C of E), Parachute Dept.
Chemical 'W arfare Service, memberR of the 1082nd BFTS, Det
908th QM Avn (Ser), Det 2052nd
Ord Co, Avn (Ser), Det 857th
Signal Ser Co (Avn) and the
;n7th Sub-Depot.
HE" Medical Section includes
all MC, DC, VC, MAC and ANC
personnel.
"F" Aviation Section includes
all personnel assigned to the
:122nd Avn Squadron.
"H" Pilot Student Section includes all permanent party personnel both officer and enlisted
assigned to the Hq and Hq
~q, 55th EFT Group, 448th BH
& AS Squadron, and 1083rd
BFTS and on duty with the Aviation Cadet Detachment and the
AircreW' Trainee Detachment. All
Student officers, Aviation Cadets,
Aviation Students and On-theLine Trainees are attached to this
section.
The Status of the 68:;rd AAF
Band has not been changed by
this organization of the Base Unit.

Trinidad, Colo, (CNS) - Eddie
Mantelli, 11, penned this plantive
note to the City COU'llCil: "On
March 16 I paid $1.10 for a dog
license. On March 22 my dog died.
My mother won't let me have another dog, Can I have my money
back?" The refund was granted.

Shreveport, La. (CNS) - Chased
by her husband, who was brandishing a hot smoothing iron, athletic Mrs, Lucille Cash cleared a
seve'n-foot barbed wire fence and
escaped, Later she sued for divorce.

Continued From Page One
draw from the Army Relief SoCiety and to prepare to implement
his slogan that "The Army Air
Forces takes care of its own, "
To this end, General a'LId Mrs.
Arnold assembled a committee to
devise an organization for the
AAF of s uch broad scope as to
provide for all AAF officers and
enlisted men , whether of the regular Army or of other components,
and to include retired and honorably discharged personnel, together with their dependents, In
March, 1942, as a direct result of
the untiring efforts of General
and Mrs. ArnOld, th e AAF Aid Society was born.
Almost immediately th e War
Department recognized the necessity of a similar program for the
Army, including the AAF, and
established the Army Emergency
Reli e f to funciion uuring th e
e mergency,
The AAF Aid Society has therefore agreed 'not to initiate and
drive for funds as long as AAF
personnel are beneficiaries of
funds provided by the American
Red Cross and Army Emergency
R e lief. This agreement, dated 26
March 1942, was at the time believed necessary to prevent confusion and to the responsibilities
of Army Eme rgency Relief and
the AAF Aid Society.
The agreemen t does not prohibit AAF personnel, or others,
from applying for the membership in the AAF Aid Society or
making voluntary donations, bequ ests, or legacies. It is believed
to be within the terms of the
agreement for a commanding officer to explain the aims and purposes of tne AAF Aid SOCiety to
the members of his command.
The great majority of our officers and men are not aware of
the existellce of the AAF Aid Society or that the AAF Aid Society
is taking the long-range view in
preparing now to meet the obligations that will be heaped upon It
when hostilities cease.
Four classes of membership in
the AAF Aid Society have been
established in order to provide all
individuals, both military and
civilians, an opportunity to 'participate in this worthy organization: "Patron" members pay $100
and "Life" members $50, with
no further dues; "Benefactor"
members pay $5,00 per year, and
"Members at Large" $1.00 per
year,

---------0-------Thousands Ask Transfer
To Infantry Units

--------0--------

GIs overseas are going to hear
uroadcasts of big league
ball
games thid SUUlmer although as
yet no one has thought of a way
to shortwave them the schnapps
and frankfurters the conce ssionaires peddle daily at the Polo
Grounds.
The Armed Forces Radio Service plans to shortwave play-byylay accounts of the last hour of
a major league game over an
l<;a,st Coast station every Sunday
from 3 : 30 to 4: 30 p. m. to England and North Africa. Yanks in
South antI Central America, thE'
Antilles. Caribbean, Alaska and
Aleutian bases will get broa dcasts
of Pacific Coast League ga.mes
every Sunday at 2: 30. A half
hour r ecreation of a big league
game will be beame d by fiv e
V/est Coai> t stations to the same
locations five days a week and
also to th e South P a cific, Southwest Pacific, and the CBI Thea-
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Quarterly PFR
Tests Underway
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Pins-Up Girl

With the flowers and i5howers
of May comes anoth e r physical
fitn ess test for all military personnel. It see ms only yesterday tha t
w e were able to mov e around
normally after taking the last
t est, but the calendar shows that
th e month of F ebruary comes
three months be for e May, so there
is no excuse for not giving out
with th e so-called muscles again.
Officers are taking the test this
w ee k and enlisted men will comm ence theirs next Monday. Cadets
and aircr e w traine es will undergo
th e test late r on , according to announce ment made by Capt. Oren
P. Stoner, athletic director of
Strother Field.
In th e test given in F ebruary
1s t. Lt. G. D . Allen and 1st. Lt.
F. W. Holbein tied for first place
honors a mong the officers with
PFRs of 85 a nd sum score s of
253. Sgt. Boyd Fields of section
"C" was tops among enlisted personne l with a PFR of 81 and a
sum score of 246.
0----

t~r.

BANG TAIL DE] 'T.
Gee-geeR
now sharing the news spotlight
are Pericles, the much drooledover "wonder colt" who soon
makes his d e but at New York' s
Belruont Park; Man o' War, the
incompa.rable, who just marked
his 27th lJirthday at Lexington,
Ky. , and ' un Be au, third biggest
purse-winning l)later of all tim e .
who dietI in dignity at 19. Thi~
Pericles cost his owner $66,000
and is ~uppose d to be faste r
around the first be nd than a goldbrick tIucking a week-end detail;
This Ma.n o'War didn ' t cost hi;;
owner very much but he won all
but one of his races and a lot of
lUon" v in purses and stud fees,
having sire d more children thah
Papa DlOnne, This Sun Beau, no
ice wagon swayback himself, won
$:~ 70,74 ·1 in fiye years of racing,
a total exceeded only by Whirlaway and Seabiscuit.
He 'll be
buried in his owner 's front yard
under a plaq1lp.
Although Lt. Mickey Cochrane
lost mo~t of his fine Great LakeE
Naval Station baseball team last
fall, h e ha~ a new club this year
that may be even better, c'ochrane has an infield comprising
Johnny McCarthy, Braves, first
base: Billy H erman,
Dodgers,
second; l!:: d Skladany, Minneapolis, short stop, and Merrill May.
Phils, third base. Clyde McCullough , Cub~ , and Joe
Gle nn,
Yankees . will do the catching,
with Schoolboy Rowe and Syl
Johnson, Phils; Bill Brandt, Pittsburgh and Virgil Trucks, De troit,
on the pitching slab. Cochrane
haRn't corra lled a major league
outfi eld yet - - but he probably
will.

Know a Prisoner Of
War in Germany?
Anyon e at Strother Field who
has a relative or friend who is a
prisoner of war in Germany will
find the following article of interest.
II is the procedure of
g e tting letters or parcels through
tC' such parties and is taken from
th e R e d Cross POW program. The
Red Cruss has used every possible means to k eep Americans in
enemy hands well fed, comfortably clothed, and in close contact with people at home .
The first step is to find the
prisoner's exact address bv writing (lirectl } to th<.: Proy()~t Marshal General in Washin g ton . It
may be safely assume d that all
prison er;; in German hands arc
Cross food
r ece iving th e R ed
packages w eekly without any action on the pa rt of th e pri s one r 's
f amily. The R ed Cross has bee n
trying since th e outbreak of hostilities to guarantee similar comforts to ollr m en h eld by tl1e Japanese, lJut to date Japan es e cooperation has been r;on s picuou s
by its abse nce,
Let t.ers to prisoners of war
should he writt.en on plain stationery, Lately the Germans and
Japs have bee n confi!>cating large
amounts of m'lil whose e nve lopes
or le tterh eads ur!5 ",d th e r ecipi enL
to bu y \;Var Bonds, or simply carri e d th e se ntiment "V for Victory,"
In order to ge t through , a le tte r to a PO'W I1l.U~t contain no
indication that th e writer is a
m e mb e r of th e Armed Forces. This
can be accomplish ed by inclosing
the le tte r in two e n velopes, th e

A real pins-up girl is San Francisco dancer, Jean A iuise , whl.>
keeps in trim, it says here, by
dancing barefoot on bowling alleys and nimbly leaping out of
range of balls streaking for pins.
Keglers keep their eyes on pins
-bowling pins, of course. "
first f r a nk ed to your hom e address and th e second addressed
to th. e prison e r. This second e nvelope JrJust h a ve "Free" in th e
lIpper ri!:;ht hand corner, " P risoner of W a r " in th e upp e r leftha nd corne r. J.nd your name
(withou t r a nk) a nd ch 'ilian address on th e back flap .
Pac kages may be se nt t o pri son e r s once a ml)n th by m e mb e r s
o f th e imme di a te famil y ,
All
pa ckages mus t bear on e of th e
P riROn Gr of 'Var I:l tick er s di strib nted by th e Provos t Ma r sh a l Ge ne ral.
Anyon e wi s hin g furth e r information m a y inquirp of Mr, H. A ,
Thomson , th e R e d Cross Field
Dire ctor for the Base.

AHention! Meet the No. I Pin-Up-Girl

--------0-------The No. 1 pin-up girl, RRO Hadio studio's Chili Williams, above, makes her movie debut in this
Henie designed bra-and-pant swim suit for "Having ' Von derflll Crime." This outfit is the sequel to
the polka -dot bathing suit photo t h at made her f amous. She's had over 30,000 requests for her
pictu re. (NEA Telephoto. )
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Winfield Fetes Soldiers;
Ark City Planning Party
Officers, air crew trainees and enlisted men of Strother Field who
assisted in the evacuation of persons and their personal belongings
during the recent flood in Winfield were entertained in that city Wednesday evening and those who assisted in Ark City are to be feted in
the near future.
The American Legion post in
Winfield and members of the
Chamber of Commerce entertained
nearly 200 members of the Strother Field military personnel night
before last with a fish fry in the
Legion hall. Of this group there
were 50 members of Section "F"
Col. Lamont Saxton, commandwho were also honored for their
ing officer of Strother Field, tountiring work during the flood in
day issued a general invitation to
parents of all men in service- Winfield. These men were fed and
entertained in the colored USO in
wherever and in whatever branch
Winfield.
they are serving-to join the men
Members of the Chamber of
of Strother Field in the Mother's
Commerce in that city contributed
Day service at the post chapel at
for the after dinner entertainment
10a.in. Sunday.
and some entertainment it wasChaplain Ezekiel Elrod, who
just ask the fortunate ones who
came to the local field a few days
were there. Mr. J. Ray Hill, secago, will deliver his first address
retary of the C. of C. was masternext Sunday morning at the Mother's Day service. Special music, of-ceremonies for the occasion and
appropriate to the occasion, is be- the Rev. E. W. McNeil expressed
appreciation of the citizens of
ing arranged.
Winfield for the help extended by
The morning worship at StrothSF personnel.
er Field next Sunday will continuE:
(Continued on page 4, col. 4)
'a tradition begun last year in the
chapel observing each Mother's
Day by inviting guests. Last year
only the mothers of men in serv'F' Sect ion Given
ice were invited. This year, the
invitation is extended to include
fathers and mothers of all men in Autographed Pennant
all branches of service.
Members of "F" A\i.ltiofl SecAll visitors are requested to ention at Strother Field are the
ter the South gate to Strother
proud possessors of a blue and
Field. Guards there will arrange
gold streamer presented them for
their immediate clearance to athaving taken top review honors
tend the service.
three times during recent months.
The pennant is autographed by
"Heard the latest rumor? We're
Col. J. F. Carroll, former comin the Central Training Flying manding officer of Strother Field
Command!"
and was to have been presented
Believe it or not, this remark
the squadron during the review
was made Thursday by an enlistscheduled for April 22nd which
ed man who has been stationed at
was called off due to rain.
Strother Field practically since the
The pennant is now the permanbase was activated.
ent possession of "F" Section of
When several other GI's looked which 1st. Lt. Richard B. Barnett
is commanding officer and 2nd. Lt.
at him rather oddly he said, "Say,
is someone kidding me? Just what Raffy D. Bagdasarian is the
adjutant.
outfit are we in?"

Col. Saxton Invites
Service Men's Parents
To Mother's Day Event
Section "A" of Strother Field is shown above as it participated in the review held last Saturday
morning on the parade grounds. The group's precision marching and excellent appearance won first place
honors for it.

'A'S ectl. o n W·inS
Revi ew Honors
The first review of troops held
at Strother Field since the arrival
of Col. Lamont Saxton, commanding officer, took place last Saturday morning on the parade
grounds east of post headquarters.
First place among all sections
went to section "A" Administration and Services, of which 1st. Lt.
Sherman L. Elliott, Jr., is commanding officer and 2nd. Lt. James
S. Long Jr., is adjutant. The blue
and gold pennant was awarded to
the section for winning first place.
Major Oliver R. Smoot was commander of troops and Capt. Oren
P. Stoller was adjutal,t for the review.

New Chaplain
Assumes Duties
First Lieutenant Ezekiel W. Elrod of Maysville, Ky., has been
appointed post chaplain to succeed
Captain Russell L. Young. Captain Young has been transferred
to Victoria Army Air Field, Victoria, Texas.
Chaplain Elrod reported here on
May 4 from Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas. He has been in the
army 13 months, following graduation from the chaplain school.
Mrs. Elrod is staying at Maysville, with three of their four children. The fourth, Staff Sergeant
William W. Elrod, 22, is in the
Army Air Forces overseas.
S j Sgt. Elrod has earned for
himself a number of decorations,
including the Distinguished Flying
Cross. Silver Star, Purple Heart,
and Air Medal with an Oak Leaf
Cluster, as well as a presidential
citation.
Formerly a gunner in a Flying
Fortress in the South Pacific,
( Continued on page 4, col. 4)

Wichita American Legion
To Present Stage Show
The Thomas Hopkins Post of
the American Legion in Wichita,
Kans., is to present a variety show
on the stage of the post theater
Monday evening, May 15th, at
2030. This event, originally scheduled for April 24th, was postponed
due to flood conditions at that time.
The organization will p'r esent its
drum and bugle corps along with
many entertainers including dancers, vocalists. and acrobatic dancers in a ta~ent-packed show that
promises to hit the spot with military personnel of Strother Field.
As is customary with other
types of entertainment presented
for soldiers, there will be no admission charge to the show.

Strother Tower
Is Wide Awake
Strother Field, Kansas, May 12
- I f you don't think the men who
direct traffic by radio at this basic
pilot school of the Army Air
Forces Central Flying Training
Command are on the beam just
listen to this:
Saturday morning, a BT-13 was
rolling in after a perfect landing.
The control officer in the tower
observed that the pilot was violating a student flying regulation.
"Number Two Three Five, take
five stars for taxiing with your
canopy closed," he barked.
"Okay," answered No. 235 goodnaturedly. "If that's the way you
feel about it just charge them to
Colonel Saxton."
The pilot of 235 was Col. Lamont Saxton. commanding officer
at Strother Field.

SF OFFICERS TO
ST AND RETREAT
You guys who beef about
those monthly reviews should
hang around some Wednesday
evening.
Effective this week, all SF
officers have to stand retreat
each Wednesday at 1630, on the
drill field east of Post Headquarters. Key ·positions will be
rotated within each Section to
give every' officer a chance to
learn all positions. '

16- Year-Old Discharged
Paul Silberman, of 2121 Grand
Concourse, Bronx, New York, after
serving seven months in the Army
Air Forces, has been honorably
discharged because it was found
that he was under age. The soldier enlisted in New York at the
age of 15 years and 3 months.
Silberman arrived at Strother
Field in September, 1943. He was
assigned to the 683rd AAF Band,
where he doubled on the sax and
clarinet.

Here is the insignia of the 2nd
Army Air Force, the organization
which is to take over Strother
Field in the near future . The
insignia is approximately 2 inches
square and has a blue background
with gold eagle on it. There is a
small star at the top of the design.

Composition of 683rd Band Member
Played Over Coast-to-Coast Hookup
Did you happen to hear Will
Osborne and his band on the CocaCola "Parade of Spotlight Bands"
program the night of April 27?
If so, how did you like the number
titled "Hindu Tea Dance" played
over the coast-to-coast network?
Did you know that it was composed by a member of the 683rd Army
Band and the Airchords, Strother
Field's own musical organizations?
Sgt. Angelus Robert Delabadia
is the composer's name. Before entering the service, Del, as he is
familiarly known to his many
friends, played with Osborne's famous dance band and composed
the "Hindu Tea Dance" number.
Born in Chicago, Ill., Del started playing the clarinet in high
school when 14 years of age. When
he reached his 18th birthday he
was playing with a dance orchestra.
While at Strother Field Del has
written and arranged two songs,
one known as "Pine Bluff Stop"
named after a trombone player,
Cpl. Pete Steck who hails from
the city of that name. "Pine Bluff
Stop" is what is commonly called
a "jump" tune by those who dig
the musical parlance and has been

widely acclaimed by SF's jitterbugging clientele.
The second number which has
not been blessed with a title is
Del's version of a sentimental ballad. He wants it known that any
and all volunteers who wish to take
a shot at writing lyrics and naming the tune are welcome to do so.
Should the song be published and
the lyrics be acceptable, said volunteer would be accepted as the
legitimate partner as lyric writer.
Sgt. Delabadia, who plays tenor
sax and clarinet with the band
hopes that sometime in the future
he may be permitted to see overseas duty in a band whose sole
function would be to bring the fellows over there a little relaxation
and a touch of home in a traveling
unit.
Louis J. ParlangeJi of 3518 95th
St., Jackson Heights, Long Island,
N. Y., now attached to the base
hospital at Strother Field, Kansas,
as a medical officer, has been promoted to the rank of captain, according to word from the adjutant
general's department. The promotion became effective on April 27.

Sgt. Angelus Robert Delabadia of the 683rd AAF Band puts aside
his saxophone and clarinet to do a little musical composing. Del played
with Will Osborne's dance band before entering the. service.
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Speaking of .... Wacs
Our Air Wacs have a birthday anniversary. Two years ago~n
May 15, 1942-the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps was formed.

It would be appropriate on this occasion to salute our Wacs as having furnished ample proof that they are a real part of the Army-appropriate, except for the fact they reached that goal long ago. Having
earned the right, they dropped the "Auxiliary" and became full fledged
soldiers last September 1.
It also would be fitting to acknowledge, with grateful appreciation,
that they have made a valuable and efficient contribution to the achievements of this post and the Army Air Forces as a whole-but that too
became a matter of record months ago, when the AAF asked for thousands of additional Air Wacs.
We reiterate our admiration for these accomplishments of the past,
and we offer our most sincere congratulations to the Corps and our
own Air Wacs on the excellent job they are doing at present.
We believe, however, that the finest tribute we can pay to our
sister soldier is to pledge to them a resolution for the future, then let
our deeds speak to us in the days to come. The key to the future of
the Women's Army Corps is growth. Having demonstrated its value
in measures far beyond original expectations, the Corps is ready to
shoulder more of the load, and is conducting a campaign for enlistments.
All of us can help. As soldiers, our words bear weight with relatives and friends. By taking an active interest in making the Wacs'
merits known, we can boost the recruiting drive and increast' the
strength of the Corps. That is our way of letting our own Wacs know
that we apPl'eciate the job they are doing. It is the best compliment
we can pay them, and the most tangible evidence of our wholehearted
friendship and admiration.

=====CHAPLAIN'S CORNER=====
By CHAPLAIN EZEKIEL W. ELROD
MOTHER'S DAY MESSAGE
We are glad to honor Mother, not only on Mother's Day but every
day of the year. If we can wear the red rose this Mother's Day-how
our hearts should thrill with joy as we think of all Mother has done
for us!
God gave her life, beauty and love. She shared that life and love
with sons and daughters who are scattered over the world today. Her
beauty of soul is still there as she loves and prays to God for our safe
return.
Those who must wear the white carnation this Mother's Day recall
her love, patience and sacrifice with tender hearts as silently the tears
trickle down our cheeks and we say, "Thank God for Mother."

o

Love that wilt not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in Thee;
I give Thee back the life I owe,
That in Thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

HInto the Blue with God

as My Co . Pilot"
B!/ AVIATION CADET JOSEPH MCPHERSON
We merrily and joyously go down the lanes;
The lanes we all loye-to our wonderous planes.
They are lined wing to wing on the taramac,
Ready, willing, and eager to go to the attack.
We take off into the morning sky,
Ready and willing to do or die.
Suddenly we find ourselves high and alone,
Trying our best to reach God's great throne.
The sky is suddenly split with a thunderous blast,
And we three find we are not alone at last.
We dive; we twist; and twirl amidst this strife,
Suddenly realizino- it is a battle for our life'.
I quickly glance to my far distant right,
And behold a plane in the morning light.
Twisting and twirling on its downward trend,
I realize now the loss of a friend.
Suddenly a murderous blast from an unseen plane,
Smashes my wing and then brings great pain.
I've been hit; though not very bad,
But I must avenge the death of a great lad.
Disregarding my sudden and terrifying pain,
I dive and turn towards the unknown plane,
Waiting my chance for a murderous blast.
Ah! There he is; I've found him at last.
I move the controls to the left-now to the right,
I can see him like a monstrous bird in my sight.
Now, I can avenge the death of a friend at last;
Suddenly! The once proud plane is a thing of the past.
The firing ceases and I am all alone,
The great bugle for two of my friends has blown.
I wonder now at the marvel of getting through,
But here I am; alone, in this wondrous blue.
I lift up my sad and weary eyes,
To God in His far off heavenly skies;
And give thanks for strength to complete the strife,
And giving me a chance to continue this life.
Gone, gone, are my friends who flew to-day,
But some day we'll make the enemy pay.
We'll fight them; we'll bomb them until they die,
So once again we free men can forever fly.

e This Week •
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What's new in

• •

Friday-GI party, GI movie,
free coffee and cookies.
Saturday-Open.
Sunday-Bring your guests to
the Service Club. They are most
welcome.
Monday-Photo Club at 1900.
Bingo at 2000.
Tuesday-All Squadron Dance.
GSO girls from Ark. City. Music
by SF Airchords.
Wednesday-Bridge tournament.
Thursday - 322nd
Squadron
party.

Ye LiFt ings
Santa Claus is the only guy we
know of that can wag around with
an old bag all night and never
get talked about.
Sergeant - What, you've lost
your rifle?
Private-Well, you know how it
is, Sarg. Here today and gun tomorrow.
A fan dancer is a nudist with
a cooling system.
Two ghosts were telephoning for
a date. Said one to the other,
"Ask her if she's got a ghoul
friend."
She: I understand that in certain countries the people use fish
for money.
Sailor: Gee, they must have a
messy time playing the slot
machines.
Grandpa remembers when FBI
used to mean Free Beer Inside!
Co-Ed: Oh, instructor, what do
you think of me now that you've
kissed me?
Instructor: You'll pass.
"George looks terribly emaciated."
"Yes, he's suffering from high
blonde pressure."

BOOKS ARE ALSO

Weapons

your home town?
Q. Last week I asked yOt~ if it
is OK for me to designate my girl
friend as beneficiar!/ of a Class
"E" allotment. YOtl said it was.
My CO says YOIl are all wet. Who's
right, yOIl or my CO?
A. Your CO of course. The Inquiring Line was in error last
week when it said that Class "E"
allotments may be made out to
benefit your girl friend. The correct dope is that these allotments
may be made out only to banks.
insurance companies . families and
dependent relatives. Sorry.
Q. Hey, lookr-enlisted men are
permitted to weevr sholdder loops
on their blouses, jackets and overcoats. Why can't we wear them on
Our shirts?
A. That's simple. Shoulder loops
on shirts are "for officers only."
See AR 600-35, Par. 15.
Q. I've been in the Army a
month. When I was inducted I
took out $5,000 in National Service
Life Insurance. Now I want $5,000
mO?·e. Will I have to UndMgO (t
physical examination in order to
receive this?
A. Under the regulations concerning National Service Life Insurance, no physical examination
is required if the application is
made within 120 days after induction.

Th is W££k at th£
POST THEATER
Saturday, 13 May
SWEET ROSIE O'GRADY
(Revival)
Betty Grable, Robert Young
Adolph Menjou
Grantland Rice Sportlight
Merrie Melodies
Fitzpatrick Traveltalk
Sunday & Monday, 14-15 May
HER PRIMITIVE MAN
Louise Allbritton, Robert Paige
News of the Day
March of Time

PvT. EDWARD H. MEaTZ
The American Soldier is unquestionably the best equipped fighting
man in the world. The weapons
he uses are second to none. The
number and quality of American
planes and tanks and guns has been
a decisive factor in turning the
tide of battle against the Axis.
Every effort has been made to
provide him with the best of clothing, food, ships, ammunition, and
medical care. And in a large measure this effort has been successful.
However, the United States
Army does not stop with providing the best in mechanical and
physical weapons. It is felt that
a well equipped soldier must of
necessity be a well informed soldier. To that end the Army Orientation Program is bending every
effort in providing soldiers with
information and knowledge. In doing this job the weapons are somewhat different. Instead of bombs
and bullets, books .and bulletins are
used. Films, maps, radio programs
and lectures thus become important
weapons of total war.
To those of you who look upon
the Orientation Hour as "just another
formation," take the
time sometime to talk to a bomber pilot. You'll probably find that
a rather large part of his knowledge and ability was acquired
from technical manuals and in academic classrooms. Or talk to some
of the veterans of Attu, Guadalcanal or Bougainville. More than
one life has been saved because
someone saw a film, read a book,
Or heard a lecture on First Aid.
Or talk to a soldier who is stationed at some far away outpost and
learn how he keeps in touch with
what is happening in the world.
Once again it might be said that,
(Continued on page 4, col. 1)

Tuesday, 16 May
TilE WHISTLER
Richard Dix, Gloria Stuart
J. Carrol Naish
Pete Smith-Featurette
Popular Science

Cleveland (CNS)-Two girls in
bobby-socks peeked at the head·
lines on a newsstand. "British
Bomb SU'm atra," one headline read.
"Gosh!" one of the girls exclaimed,
"why are they picking on poor
Frankie?"
Edgewood. Iowa (CNS) - Don
Arnold saw a stranger leading hi,
stolen dog along the street. He
accosted the fellow and demandeJ
the dog's return. "Prove it's your
dog," the stranger challenged.
Arnold struck a match, held the
flame in front of the dog's mouth
and said, "Blow it out." The dog
blew it out. "Your dog." said the
stranger, walking away.
Elmhurst, L. 1. (CNS)-Policeman Bill Baumann spotted four
youths carrying a bathtub along a
darkened street. He stopped them.
"Ha ha, officer," they said. "We're
just carrying this home for a
friend." Their story-like the tub
-didn't hold water, so Baumann
pinched them on charges of break·
ing and entering.
Grand Rl1pids, Mich. (eNS) Hughbert Williamson, who in 1942
was fined $8.75 for calling Adolf
Hitler "a nasty name," has asked
Judge Edward E. Burleson for a
rebate. "Y ou should realize by
now," he said, "that I was right
about the guy."
Hollywood (CN S) -Errol Flynn
was minding his own business in
a Hollywood night spot when Toby
Tuttle. an entertainer. hit him on
the head with a soft-boiled egg.
She did it, she explained, because
Flynn "just sat there" while an·
other woman insulted her.
Kankakee, Ill. (CNS) - Police
Sgt. Bert Luckey was lindy·hopping around the floor at the annual
policeman's dance when suddenly
his wooden leg, which is equipped
with ball bearings at the joints,
fell off and rolled across the ball·
room. Four women fainted.
Newark, N. J. (CNS) - Bill
Spaeth was· arrested on charges
of wearing an AAF officer's uni·
form with six campaign ribbons.
the DSC, the Purple Heart an~
the China Medal. "Don't m;ll,1
me." he told the FBI. "I've \,e~n
telling lies all my life."

Wed. & Thurs., 17-18 May
PIN-UP GIRL
Betty Grable, Joe E. Brown
Martha Raye
News of the Day
MGM Miniature
Friday, 19 May
MOON OVER LAS VEGAS
Anne Gwynne, David Bruce
Alan Dinehart
Eagle Vs. Dragon
Color Cartoon
World of Sports

PRAIRIE

usn

A C'l'TVT1'TES

rEate every nilrht .. t Ark City and
Wlnfleld.)
S.t.... _. Win ...... Dance·Refreshments
Ark ...... Blngo .. F'ree call
Sun ...... Win ...... Mus lcal Program.
Supper 6 :30 p.m. by ~at
and Sun. Girl~
Ark ...... Slnglng .. Informal dance
Mon .... _Win ...... Do~as-you-ple8se
Ark ..... _Bridge and game night
Ta ....... Win ...... Camera night
Ark ..... _Do.as-you·please
Wed ... _.Win ...... Dancing .. Game,
Ark ...... Snack Bar party
Tharo ... Wln ...... Bridge night .. Recording
Ark ..... _Ping-pong tournament
Frt •....... Win ..... Pinp:-pong tournament
Ark ...... Married couples' night
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Kown ick's Korn

Invents Inseam
Measur ing Dev ice

By SOT. HAROLD A. KOWNICK
Know a girl whose face is her
fortune. It runs into a nice little
figure.

Sgt. Rudy Barrios, QM clothing
warehouse foreman, has turned invent()r, coming up with a neat
gadget to be used as a measuring
device for inseams of trousers.
Pictures and details of the invention have been forwarded to the
Quartermaster Commandant at
Camp Lee, Va.
It is believed that the measuring
device will be of great value in reception centers where continuous
lines of men are daily issued their
army clothing, according to 2nd.
Lt. William Price, QM assistant
property officer.
Here is how the invention will
speed up inseam measurements of
trousers: The person being fitted
steps onto the platform, places his
feet on the marked area and then
raises the measuring stick to the
correct heilsht. At the too of the
heel-rest the proper length figure
shows on the stick. This number
is written down by the attendant
and the person steps off the platform to make room for the next
one. Sounds speedy. doesn't it?

She said I made love like a caveman. She didn't know I gave the
beast that was in me.
She didn't mind when the boys
sowed their wild oats-but she objected when they mixed in to much
rye.
He'd raiher go through fire than
through water for her-he'd sooner
have her hot than all wet.
Mosquitoes are religious: They
first sing over you and then prey
on you.
I didn't raise my daughter to be
fiddled with . said the pussy cat as
she rescued her offspring from the
violin factory.

Section 'R' Picnic
Bang-Up Rffair

Col. and Mrs. Saxton
Hold First Reception

Huge quantities of food were
consumed Sunday between 1 :30 p.
m. and 6:00 p.m. at Spring Hill
Municipal Park north of Arkansas
City, when the G. I. Joes of Headquarters Unit and Section "A" entertained their wives and sweethearts with a picnic.
A committee including T/Sgt. R.
C. Stewart, T/Sgt. H. W. Pennington and Sgt. M. J. Stewart wa::
appointed to purchase, from thE'
.squadron funds and prepare for
the outing, 300 chickens, 50 lbs. of
roast pork, 70 Ibs. of ham salad,
150 lbs. of potatoe salad, 5 gallons of olives, 50 cases of coc:;.
cola and 100 cases of beer.
A warm Kansas sun, blue skies,
cool south breezes, shady lanes and
babbling brooks, added their pleasures to the occasion.
The 683rd AAF band provided a
variety program of popular marches, and swing numbers through
the entire day.

,

Col. Lamont Saxton, new commanding officer of Strother Field,
and Mrs. Saxton were host and
hostess Saturday evening to the
officers of Strother Field and their
wives or dates for a reception in
the Officers' Club. It was the first
such occasion since Colonel Saxton
assumed command of the air base .
Arriving guests were greeted, in
order. by 1st Lt. George N. Rood,
adjutant. Colonel Saxton. Mrs.
Saxton, Lt. CoL Jason L. Beatty,
executive officer, Mrs. Beatty and
Mrs. Rood.
Special guests for the occasion
were CoL Joseph F. Carroll, former commanding officer of Strother Field and now of Independence,
Kansas. Army Air Field, and Mrs.
CarrolL
Flowers made festive the lounge
where the receiving line stood and
the ballroom where dancing occurred following the buffet supper.
The dance orchestra from the
683rd Armv Air Forces band played for the dancinl:\".

May Formal Dance
Held by Section 'F'

A device, shown above, for
measuring trouser inseams has
been inyented and constructed by
Sgt. Rudy Barrios, Quartermaster
clothing warehouse foreman at
Strother Field.

Section "F" of Strother Field
held a May Formal Dance on
Sunday May 7, at the Service
Club. Music was furnished by
Benny Johnson's band from Muskogee, Okla.
Forty young ladies were guests
for the occasion, coming from the
Wichita, Kan., USO. Decorations
and arrangements for the dance
were in charge of S/ Sgt. Henry
W. Ward who was assisted by
Mrs. Bernheisel, the Club hostess
and Pvt. Alden Craig.
The affair was honored by the
presence of Col. and Mrs. Lamont
Saxton. Present also were Lt. and
Mrs. Richard B. Barnett and Lt.
and Mrs. R. D. Bagdasarian, Commanding Officer and Adjutant respectively of Section "F.'''

Male Call
I I-IAVEN'T BEEN AgOUND,
MI55 LAcE, 'CAU~E I GOT
8U5TED AND CONFI NED TO
/3A~~ACK?l 1 THOUGHT
YOU MIGHT HELP ME:

MOUgN •••
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Air Wac Answers
Q. Did most of the Air Wacs
now doing technical jobs on Army
Air Fields have training in civilian life for their military specialties'?
A. No statistics are available on
the proportion, but it is clear that
"most" of them did not. As did
the men, they received their technical training in Army schools or
on the job. But there are numerous cases in which the civilian and
military occupations are parallel.
Q. My wife says she would enlist as an Air Wac if she could get
a weather assignment. Can she?
A. The army Air Forces Weather Wing is recruiting specifically
for weather service, hence if your
wife acts before the Wing's large
quota is filled, she can enlist for
this specific activity. That would
be the sure way, but there is another possibility. Other commands
of the Army Air Forces use many
Air Wacs for weather duty, and
your wife would have an opportunity to qualify for this type of
assignment. No civilian experience is necessary, as the training
is provided in classrooms and on
the job.
Q. In either case, would my wife
have to meet any special requirements?
A. For weather duty she would
need only the job qualifications
required of any enlisted man or
woman going into this type of
work-at least a high school education, preferably including an
understanding of the principles of
physics and mathematics, and a
certain score in the Army General
Classification Test.

Salute That Car I Joe!
Some of the men on this field
must not be able to read so welL
Many instances have been observed when both enlisted men and officers have failed to salute the
Commanding Officer as he drove
around the post, dFspite the large
"C. 0." on his front bumper.
Now don't come out and say you
read a memo or something which
said you didn't HAVE to salute an
officer in a car. No, you don't have
to salute the driver, but you'd better get in the habit right now of
saluting anyway. There's no such
thing as over-discipline or overcourtesy, you know. Besides, how
do you know who else is in that
car?
Let's get right, fellows. Salute
not only the CO's car, but any car
with the big "0" in the windshield
as well as any car in which officers are riding. You can't get
racked for doing something, but
you darn sure can for NOT doing
it.
IT AL Y - From American task
forces here goes this tip for the
home folks, via an American Red
Cross field director: "Over here
morale is spelled M-A-I-L."
He: You're thinner.
She: Yes, I've lost so much you
can count my ribs.
He: Gee, thanks.
The dumb debutante thought a
medicine ball was a dance for
doctors!

~

Things are not as bad as they look at the Air Inspector, Technical
Office. CWO Vernie J. Pierce, Asst. Air Inspector Technical and Sgt.
Edward Seeb demonstrate proper use of the combat knives made by
them during off-duty hours.

Combat Knives Designed
And Made by SF Personnel
Looking forward to the day when they may be serving in a combat
zone, three members of the Air Inspector, Technical, department at
Strother Field are prepared for come what may.
Long, VICIOUS looking knives
with fancy leather sheaths are being displayed by CWO Vernie J.
Pierce, Asst. Air Inspector, Technical and Sgt. Edward Seeb. These
two men and S / Sgt. Max HuetteI'
have spent a lot of off-duty hours
making their efficient looking
weapons. Using Sub-Depot equipment the knives slowly took form
with their 8 ~" gleaming steel
blades and 5" leather or plexiglas
handles, the latter type handles
being made of scrap material.
Approximately six evenings of
off-duty hours were spent in making the first of four knives manufactUl·ed by the group. The last
one made took only half this time
as the men speeded up th~ir production work.
CWO Pierce has made two of
these combat weapons while S / Sgt.
HuetteI' and Sgt. Seeb are the
proud possessors of one each,
which is enough to get most anyone out of a tough spot.
Stony Point, N. Y. (CNS)
Walter Goss, 15, was told by his
parents to wash the family car.
He didn't feel like doing this, so
he drove the cal' around the block
and rammed it into a fence instead. Then he telephoned police.
"When my father hears about
this," he explained, "I'll need protective custody."

Cadets and Student
Officers Enroll
100% in AAFAS
The slogan "The Army Air
Forces Takes Care of its Own,"
was liberally exemplified by the
aviation cadets and student officers
of Strother Field when they reported 100 percent enrollment in
the AllTlY Air Forces Aid Society
this week. Their total of $379.00
together with additional memberships received during the week
from officers and enlisted men has
swelled the membership total to
$990.40.
Membership in the AAF Aid
Society is open to anyone, whether
civilian or military, who are interested in the progl'am for assisting
Army Ail' Forces personnel and
their dependents in the post war
days. National headquarters for
the society has already received donations from interested civilians as
well as proceeds from benefits
conducted solely by civilians.
There is still time for those
who have not enrolled, in one of
the several memberships offered,
to take advantage of the opportunity of becoming a part of this
worthy undertaking.

Men Sometimes Co Nuts In The Army
WELL.,Y'OON'T WANTA FEEL.

TOO BAD, M AC ... NO MOli:E
RE5PON51 f3/L.IT/E? ••• YOU ONLY
HAVE TO WORr<:Y ABOUT YOUR
OWN '5EL~ -At-JD NOT EVERY
GOLD/3~/CK

IN THE OUTFIT...

LEMME GIVE y' A TIP. •• MAC,
THE' FIR5T TIME YoUR
COMPANY COMMANDER CAL.lS
YOU IN,6ET THE CONVERSATION
AgoUND TO WHERE YOU SAY 'WM
THAT THE WAY YoU DID IT AT
WE5T POINT, 'SIR'?. CHANC£:5 A~E
HE NEVE/l. '5AW TH'PLACE- BUT
IT'LL TICKLE HIM '50 HE'LL.
PUT y' IN H/5 6000 BOOK!

by Sansone
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Lt. G. W. Black Sets Officer
Pvt. Keith Wins
PFR Trainee Honors PFR Record at Strother Field:

"•.. ·if I were in the States I'd call an usher!!"

BOOKS ARE ALSO
(Continued from page 2, co1..3 )
"books as well as bullets are winning the war."

It will be the purpose of this
column to keep you informed on
what is happening by way of Orientation and to remind you of some
of the really interesting materials
such as books, pamphlets, magazine articles, etc., which are availa ble to you thru the Orientation
Program and the Post Library.
Section Orientation Officers are invited to report interesting and
instructive orientation activities
which are happening in their sections to this column through the
Orientation Officer. From time to
time suggestions will be made
through this column which might
help to make the Orientation Program more interesting and informative.
There is a wide collection of
boob and pamphlets on the subject "Know the Enemy." With reference to the Japanese there are
two that are particularly interesting. "The Jap Soldier," prepared
by Captain Arthur Goodfriend,
Army of the United States, and
published by the Infantry Journal.
This is a short booklet of facts,
figures and pictures about the J apanese soldier. It describes the
methods by which he trains, fights
and thinks. You can see pictures
of him with his equipment and in
action. You can see him as a child,
a fighter and a corpse. Learn how

Put OD's in
Mothballs
Effective as of Wednesday, the
winter uniform for military personnel at this station is not authorized. Enlisted men, officers
and Air 'Vacs have blossomed
forth in their sun-tan summer clothes, to terminate a threeweek period during which the uniform was optional.
Looking especially fresh is the
new khaki tropical worsted uniform for Wacs. Some of the boys
who wear regular GI khakis are a
little envious of that snappy outfit. But even they feel more dressed up, after more than seven
months in heavy OD's.
much he is paid and what his
"Rising Sun" meal is. A concise,
interesting story of the "Warriors
of Heaven."
"The Japanese," a factual, research study of the Japanese people, prepared by the Smithsonian
Institution. This pamphlet presents
the interesting story of Japanese
religion, government, agriculture
and industry.
The early childhood training and
education influences the fanatical
manner in which the J ap soldier
fights. Learn why and how he
commits suicide rather than surrender. Learn why the Japanese
dared to attack the powerful United States and why they thought
they would win.

How Human Torpedo Works

Pvt. Ward T. Keith won top
honors this week at Strother Field
for his performance in the physical
fitness tests given aircrew trainees. Keith totaled 114 sit-ups, 19
pull-ups and ran the shuttle race
in 48 seconds for a PFR of 85
and a sum score of 261.
Winners of second, third and
fourth places among this group of
men also had physical fitness ratings of 85 but were below Pvt.
Keith in sum scores.
In second place was Pvt. Kenneth Kirsch with a sum score of
257. He did 114 sit-ups, 20 pullups and ran the shuttle in 49 seconds. Third was Pvt. Richard A.
Paul ton with 114 sit-ups, 17 pullups and 48 seconds to run the shuttle distance. His sum score was
252. Fourth-place honors went to
Pvt. William E. Freeze who did
114 sit-ups, 16 pull-ups and ran
the shuttle in 47 seconds for a
sum score of 251.

Warming

the Bench
Any member of the Ft. McPherson (Ga.) baseball team can
get a three-day pass if he wallops a ball through a window of
the commanding officer's quarters.
This offer was made by the CO
himself, Col. Frank K. Ross, whose
quarters are just behind the right
field fence of the ball field, 340
feet from home plate.
Ernie Lombardi, the man behind
the nose, is faster than ever this
year. In the first five games of the
season he hit into five double plays
and "stretched" two terrific blasts
against the left field waJl into
singles. Lombardi remains one of
the most potent long distance hitters in the game, however, as well
as one of its most powerful sno1'ers. So tremendous are his nightly
nasal serenades, in fact, that no
one on the Giants will room with
him, despite the fact that old
Cyrano, as usual, is the most popular guy on the club.
Greg Mangin, former national
indoor tennis champion, is a Flying Fortress gunner over the ETO.
He has had 1,000 hours in the air
and his "service" is still as good
as it ever was.
HOCKEY R 0 UN D U P. The
Montreal Canadians, only real big
league team in the NHL this year,
lost only four games in the regular
seson, dropped only one in the
Stanley Cup playoffs, won the
Stanley finals, 4 games to 0 for
Chicago. Star players of the year
were the Canads' rookie goalie,
Rill Durnan; Babe Pratt, Toronto
defenseman, who won the coveted
Hart trophy as most valuable to
his team; Bill Cowley, Boston's
g-reat play-making center; Boston's
Herbie Cain, who set a new league
scoring record with 73 points, and
Chicago's Clint Smith, winner of
the Lady Byng trophy for clean
play.
Draft Data

These sketches show how two British divers operated the Allies' new
human torpedo to destroy an Italian cruiser in the harbor of Palermo,
Sicily. The tiny sub, operated by two men in diving suits, is shown at
top approaching enemy net defenses. Because of its small size, it slips
easily through the nets, then speeds toward an enemy ship where the
two-man crew attaches the warhead of the torpedo to the ship's hull just
below the surface. Then a time fuse is set and the men speed away on
their electricity-driven craft. In a few minutes the enemy ship blows up.

Danny Litwhiler. Cardinals' outfielder, Mel Ott. Giants' manager,
and Beau Jack, former lightweig-ht
champ, have passed pre-induction
physicals. Litwiler picked the Navy
and Beau chose the Army. . . . .
'Vilbur Moore. Washington Redskins' back. has joined the Marines and Frank Leahy, Notre
Dame coach. has applien for a
Naval commission .... Al Gerhauser. Phillies' young pitcher, if: 4F.
Ann so is Andy Pafko. Cubs'
rookie g-ardner. . . . Silt. Barney
Ros~ has been di~rharged from the
Marines with a CDD.

The latest officer to join the ranks of Tarzanites at Strother Field
is First Lieutenant Gilbert W. Black of Newaygo, Mich., who set a new
record for officers in the physical fitness tests given last week. Lt. Black
was Michigan professional boxing champion in 1935 and 1936 and was
winner of the Golden Gloves tournament in 1932, 1933 and 1934.
Lt. Black, an aircraft engineering officer, has won himself a score
of 90 in the regular quarterly
physical fitness tests given all
military personnel. Lt. Black
amassed the impressive score by
performing 114 sit-ups, 20 pullAviation Cadet James F. Bartee ups, and running the 300-yard
shuttle run in 48 seconds.
of class 44-G tied the Strother
The feat is a new record only
Field physical fitness record for
all military personnel when he
because of a new scoring system
which allows more points for the
completed the test this week with
shuttle run. Under the previous
a PFR of 98 and a sum score of
method of scoring, Lt. Leo Engels
293.
The record was set by Aviation
of Wichita still holds top rating,
Cadet Evan P. Petcoff of class besting Lt. Black by running the
44-F and at the time his score shuttle in 43 seconds. Lt. Engel's
was fj~ured to stand as the field
composite score is also 90.
record for some time to come. Bar1st. Lt. Fred W. Holbein took
tee performed 114 sit-ups, 24 pullsecond place honors among the ofups and ran the 300 yard shuttle
ficer personnel with a PFR of 85.
distance in 43 seconds.
He performed 89 sit-ups, 18 pullIn second place among members
ups and ran the 300-yard shuttle
of class 44-G is William Schoning
distance in 47 seconds. His sum
who has a PFR of 93 and a sum
score was 251.
score of 275. He did 114 sit-ups,
Third place honors go to 2nd.
19 pull-u'p"i; and ran the shuttle
Lt. Clarence Henrickson with a
distance in 44 seconds.
PFR of 81. He did 114 sit-ups,
Fout other members of the class
21 pull-ups and ran the shuttle
finisned ·the tests with PFR scores
distance in 54 seconds for a sum
of 90 'although there was a variascore of 247.
tion in their sum scores. In third
Leaders in the last previous
place is Cadet Louis U. O'Brien
tests were Lt. Fred W. Holbein
with a sum score of 271. Cadet and Lt. George D. Allen, who tied
Harry Fairlamb had a sum score for first place with a score of 8S
of 268 to finish in fourth place.
each.
Fifth place honors go to Cadet
PFR tests are being given enlistKenneth M. MacCammond with a
ed men this week and results of
SUIll score of 264. Cadets Donald
the superman among EM and the
McKenzie and Joseph C. Bond tied
leader in each section will be anfor sixth place with sum scores of nounced in the Prairie Flier next
263.
week.

44-G Cadet Ties
PFR Record

Play Starts on
New Tennis Courts
The two new tennis courts located north of the post theater have
been the scene of much activity
this week following completion of
backstops and erection of the two
nets.
Tennis rackets and balls have
been orr1ered by the physical training department and should soon be
on hand for use by military personnel, according to Capt. Oren P.
Stoner. athletic director of Strother Field.

SOLDIERS FETED
(Continued from page 1, col. G)
City officials of Arkansas City
and the American Leg-ion post in
that city are planning a big event
for officers, aircrew trainees and
enlisted men who assisted in the
flood-work in that city.
Date of the scheduled dance
party to be held in honor of the
military personnel has not as yet
been announced but the affair will
be held in the near future according to word received today from
one of the Ark City officials.

NEW CHAPLAIN
(Continued from page 1, col. 1)
S/ Sgt. Elrod has become a oneman crew. He learned radio well
enough to become an instructor
for a while at Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, leaving to return to combat.
According to Chaplain Elrod,
William has been reported missing
in action on two occasions. Once
he lived for seven weeks on an island, subsisting on lizards and raw
fish, after a crash at sea.
S/ Sgt. Elrod was at one time
radioman for Lt. General Frank
Andrews, who died in a crash in
Iceland last year.

CO and Officers
Work on Pool
Rank, headed by Col. Lamont
Saxton. new commanding officer of
Strother Field, took its turn at
shoveling on the post swimming
pool project Tuesday night, joining
a conting-ent of enlisted men,
cadets and air crew trainees who
had volunteered their efforts to
help get the pool in shape for use.
During a temporary halt in the
activities which consume practically every waking moment of a
commanding officer's time, Colonel
Saxton ioined other workers at the
site of the pool to shovel sand into
the concrete mixer for the floor of
the pool. Side by side with him
labored Lt. Col. Sylvester F. Morrison. director of supply and maintenance. MaioI' R. R. Keys of the
station hospital, Major R. B. Mosher, personnel equipment officer. and
a dozen or so captains and lieutenants, first and second.
Construction work at the swimming pool includes neceSSal'y
changes and additions to meet all
requirements of the War Department. (The pool was built late
last summer but was never employed for general field use) Improvement now beine; made are:
pouring of a concrete floor; addition of a scum !?'utter; arranlling
for proper purification; building
necessarv shower and fountain;
fencing 'the pool to prevent trash
blowing into the water: erection
of two towers. one for high diving'. the other with its cable linked
to the second tower to be used for
a new wrinkle in dry-land Kansas
- parachute jumping and other
aquatic combat training.
All labor on the swimming pool
is being donated by men of the
different organizations with the
assistance of post engineer's equipment. Money for the pro.iect comes
from non-appropriated funds , including a $1,000 gift from the
Strother Field Cadet Detachment.
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Strother Field to Become Fighter
Base in Second Air Force Command
Strother Field is scheduled to be taken over on or about June 1
by the Second Air Force, headquarters of which are at Colorado
Springs, Colo. Officers from the Second Air Force met here this week
with representatives of the Central Flying Training Command to discuss
plans of the changeover.
Officers and enlisted men of
That Strother Field is to become
Strother Field who assisted in
a fighter base has been disclosed
The graduation of cadet class
flood work recently at Arkansas
following the meeting of the of44-G at Strother Field next TuesCity are being entertained this
ficers from the two commands. The
day brings to a close the basic
week with two events.
exact type of ship to be used was
training program at this station.
The officers were guests of
not officially announced, but a SecSince December of 1942 memChamber of Commerce members at
ond Air Force officer indicated fast
bers of sixteen cadet classes have
a dinner in the Osage Hotel TuesP-47 Thunderbolt fighters would
received their basic flying training
day and the enlisted men are to
probably be included. Other probhere, flying approximately 40 milbe guests of city officials and the
abilities include Curtiss P-40 Warlion miles above the terrain of
American Legion at a barbecue
hawks.
south-central Kansas, a distance
and rodeo in Springhill park this
equivalent to 1,604 trips around
It has also been l'evealed that
evening at 6 o'clock.
the world. The safety record has
some of the military personnel now
There will be plenty of excellent
been outstanding, only eleven fastationed h~re would be transferfood and drinks for everyone and
talitie having occurred among flyred to other stations of the Central
the entertainment promises to be
ing officers and cadets during this
Flying Training Command, while
well worth seeing. A number of time. One enlisted man lost his
others would remain here and be
bronco-busters from Ark City and
life in a ground accident.
assigned to the Second Air Force.
vicinity will give exhibitions of
Colonel Lamont Saxton, comriding and roping.
manding officer of Strother Field,
will be among the officers retained in the Central Flying Training
Command and transferred from
Strother Field when the Second
Air Force takes over, he announced
today. Colonel Saxton assumed
command on April 22, succeeding
Special plans have been made for the graduation dance to be held
Colonel Joseph F. Carroll, who was
in the post gymnasium tonight by members of Cadet Class 44-G. Dance
transferred to Independence, Kans.
music is to be provided by Eddy Howard and his 21-piece dance orchestra.
Lt. Col. Sylvester F. Morrison,
Howard, composer of such hit
supervisor of maintenance and
tunes as "Careless," "If I Knew
supply, alsl) is on the list of key
Then." "My La~1; Good Bye," and
officers to be transferred.
"Now I Lay Me Down to Dream"
All flying officers will be l'etainwas formerly soloist with Dick
ed in the Training Command and
J ergen 's orchestra, and since formre-assigned to other fields, Colonel
ing his own band has become one
Saxton revealed. Administrative
Italy (CNS)-A large billboard
of the top orchestra leaders in the
officers will be divided between the
at an MP station along the road
country. His orchestra recently
two commands.
to Garigliano Front, bears this list
appeared on the coast-to-coast
With the exception of two ofof standard fines for various violabroadcast of the Fitch Bandwagon
ficers, the station hospital will retions:
program.
main intact, as will the post en"Failure to wear helmets, $2;
In addition to Howard's vocal
gineer's office and officers of arms
speeding, $15; overcrowding vepresentations will be heard Roy
and services other than Air Corps.
hicles, $3; blackout violations, $10;
Bast, vocalist, The Four SwingVery few changes have been anfailure to have vehicles mounted
Sirs and the two piano team of
nounced for the Sub-Depot.
Billy Baer and Hil Radtke.
with machine guns ready to fire,
Since its activation in the fall
A buffet supper will be served
$5, and failure to saluie, $2."
of 1942, Strother Field has been
These fines are for enlisted men
cadets, their wives or dates a.nd
(Continued on page 4, col. 3)
guests.
only. Officers must pay double.

Ark City Entertains

Graduation Dance Tonight
For Last Cadet Class' 44-G

Century of Service
Seen by This Foursome
"Hi, Junior" is the way Chief Warrant Officer William F. Baker,
50, second from left, greets Capt. John W. Smith, 37, left. Smith is the
junior member of a military foursome at Strother Field since he lacks
a few months of having 20 years' service, while Mr. Baker this month
will round out 32 years with the United States Army. Looking on are
M/ Sgt. Ernest Butler, 46, second from right, who has 26lh years' service,
and M/ Sgt. George S. Showalter, 43, right, who has 22lh years complete
the foursome. Collectively, the efforts of the four represent a century
of service to their country.
Strother Field was not the first
meeting ground of M/Sgt. Butler
and two of the others. He was
"
with the Air Forces at a Panama
Canal Zone installation at the same
time W / O Baker was stationed
there with the infantry. He was
Decorations for three Air Corps
a sergeant at Randolph Field when
fliers-one from Wichita, one from
John W. Smith, now a captain at
Winfield and one from Arkansas
Strother Field, was a sergeant
City-will be awarded to next of
there.
kin at a public ceremony to be
M/ Sgt. Butler and W 10 Baker held at Strother Field, Kansas, at
are the only two of the quartet 2 p.m. Saturday. Two of the
with foreign service. M/ Sgt. Butawards are for men now prisoners
ler has 16 years' abroad to his
of war in the European theater,
credit, six of them as an Ameriand one award will be made postcan volunteer with the British
humously. The decorations, all Air
army during World War I. He enMedals, will be presented by Col.
listed Jan. 19, 1915, and saw acLamont Saxton, commanding oftion in several important battles
ficer, at a military review, the last
(Continued on page 4, col. 2)
review to be given by cadets of
Strother Field.
The posthumous award 'w ill be
received by John F. Jenkins of
2516 Ida St., Wichita, for his son,
S/ Sgt. Howard L. Jenkins. S/ Sgt.
Jenkins was killed in action, presumably on April 5, in the MediterJesus' tributes to motherhood
ranean theater.
were emphasized in the Mother's
Mrs. Dixie A. Lockyear of 0112
Day service at the post chapel at
Iowa St., Winfield, will receive the
Strother Field Sunday morning in
Ail' Medal with two Oak Leaf
a selmon given by Chaplain EzeClusters for her son, Willard H.
kiel Elrod to a capacity crowd of
Lockyear, then a second lieutenant
servicemen and parents of men in
but now a first lieutenant. Lt.
service in any of the states or
Lockyear is a prisoner of war in
oyerseas.
the European theater.
A welcome to the visitors was
Mrs. Leona M. Arnold of 827
given by Col. Lamont Saxton, comSouth E Street, Arkansas City,
manding officer of Strother Field,
will receive the Air Medal for her
who pointed out that, wherever
son, 2nd. Lt. Edgar L. Moore, also
possible all over the globe, similar
a prisoner of war in the European
services were being held in tribute
theater.
to mothers.
Sgt. Theodore N aman san!!,
Heard about the cutie on the
"That Wonderful Mother of Mine."
field who was solving the world's
A quartet from Section F preproblems while rubbing cold cream
Eented three Negro spirituals.
on her face?
Member~ of the quartet, directed
She ended up with quite a rrobby Cpl. Julius Barton, were Pvt.
lem of her own - removing black
John Garcey. Pvt. Radius Kenalls.
shoe Cl'eam which she had casually
Pvt. Willie Roberts and Pvt. Clindabbed on instead of face cream.
ton Sturges.

To Present A,'r M--d.1
Awards Saturday

Who Says That EM
Don't Get a Break?

Officers Share

•

Swimming Pool Labor

Chapel Filled for
Mother's Day Service

As anxious as the enlisted personnel of Stl'oth er Field for the swimming pool to open were the officers, who, headed by Col. Lamont Saxton, command ing officer, did their share of manual labor to hurry
the project along. Col. Saxton is shown in the center heaving a shovelful of sand into a wheelbarrow. At
the left are Capt. Isidore Brown and 2nd. Lt. James S. Long Jr. Ready to move the wheelbarrow is 1st. Lt.
Louis A. Marignoni. 1st. Lt. William N. Joyce is shown at the right.
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No More Misters

e This Week . . .

With the graduation of class 44-G at Strother Field go the last
cadets, or "misters," as they are called by their officers. No more will
the familiar blue-banded garrison caps be seen on the base or in the
towns of Winfield and Arkansas City.
Gone will be the familiar sight of white-gloved hands swinging in
unison as the cadets attended Retreat or passed in review.
Strother Field has ably done its part in the basic flying training
of many of our country's air force instructors and combat pilots of
yesterday, today, and those who will receive their commissions as second
lieutenants and wear their silver wing'S in the near future.
As part of the Second Air Force, Strother Field will continue in
the drive to victory over the Axis. Instead of cadets going through their
flying training in BT-13 planes, the sky will be filled with fighter type
aircraft piloted by officers preparing for combat.

Friday-GI party (1900 to 2100)
free lemonade and cookies.
Saturday-Open.
Sunday-Bring your guests to
the Service Club. They are most
welcome.
Monday-Photo Club at 1900.
Bingo at 2000.
Tuesday-All Squadron Dance,
GSO girls from Wellington. Music
by SF Airchords.
Wednesday-Bridge tournament.
Thursday-Section "F" party.

Speaking of .-.- Publicity
The following editorial is taken from Aeronautic.s Magazine, published in London, England, each month.
The financial Secretary to the Treasury was asked in Parliament
on the 3rd of February the number of those employed in public relations and press departments in every Government department. In the
reply it was stated that, including the staff employed in the Royal Air
Force film production unit and in the photographic dark room, the Air
Ministry employed 371 people on these duties. Our comment is that
it is not enough.
Yet criticism was subsequently directed at the Air Ministry for
employing too many. In some public comments lack of understanding
was shown of the part played by publicity in all modem undertakings.
The fact is that life is now public in the broadest sense. A man has
not done anything until his achievement is published and to some extent
the more widely it is published, the more effective it becomes. It might
be said, indeed, that a man's existence is dependent upon !\Ome degree
of publicity. The scientific discovery is likewise non-exist~nt until it
has been published. Scientific work relies for its continuing progress
on publication and the less publication there is the slower the rate of
progress.
It is a misconception to think that technical or scientific progress
can be made in secret. It is probably true to say that progress in every
subject under the sun could be accelerated if that subject could be given
additional publicity. Put more minds on it, and the result is some fresh
contribution.
War is no exception to the rule that publicity pays. An air force
which worked superbly but never published the facts would not be getting as large results as an air force which published widely.

=====CHAPlAIN'S CORNER=====
By CHAPLAIN EZEKIEL W. ELROD
SELF DISCIPLINE
Last July the American Scandinavian Athletic Association held a
track meet for the benefit of the United States Army Air Forces Aid
Society in the Harvard Stadium. After the race, C. Aubrey Hearn interviewed the runners-none smoked or drank intoxicants. These runllers observed strict training rules.
The high school coach says to the boys on his team, "No drinking,
no smoking, nine to ten hours sleep nightly, no sweets before practicing
or games, plenty of exercise."
Just as the athlete must leam to discipline himself for the game
he hopes to win, so should we observe certain rules of discipline in order
to equip ourselves to enter the race of life and reach the goal:
1st-Become efficient and increase in wisdom.
2nd-Increase in stature, a strong body helps a strong mind.
3rd-Increase in favor with God. Have the quiet moment. "Be
still and know God."
4th-Find favor with man. The world is becoming a neighborhood
and all we al'e brothers.

Victory Depends on Me
The following poetry passage 'w as written by Major General W. K.
Wilson of the Sixth Service Command. For any 'who believes the Army
is filled with hard-bitten, non-imaginative automatons, incapable of
literary expression, we respectfully submit Major Genel'al Wilson's
thoughts, penned in rime and rhythm.
I am a Soldier, tried and true,
Who fights, in order to subdue
The Axis foe across the seaFor Victory depends on Me.
I am a fighting Sailor lad
Who sails in weather, good and bad,
To sink our foe upon the seaFor Victory depends on Me.
I am a bold and brave Marine
'Vho lands on shores I've never seen
To fight and smash the enemyFor Victory depends on Me.
An aviator, bold, am I
Who knocks the Axis from the sky
And sinks their ships upon the seaFor Victory depends on Me.
I am a steady working man
Who works to build the best he can
The ships, the planes, the guns, you seeFor Victory depends on Me.
Americans, let's do our part
And work and work with all our heart
Let each one say vnth certaintyThat Victory depends on Me.
God, our Father, to Thee we pray
To guide us on our stormy wayInspire, and make each one to seeThat Victory depends on Me.
-Midwestern Area Office American Red Cross.

Ye Liftings
Then there was the guy who
took his girl out in the night and
mist.
A nice-looking girl was ralsmg
a fuss with the movie manager,
claiming her purse had been stolen.
"How did it happen?" he inquired.
"Well, a soldier sat next to me.
He put his hand on my knee and
the next thing I knew the purse
was gone."
"Why didn't you scream when
he touched your leg?" he asked.
"How did I know he was after
my purse!"
Girl: "Would you think it was
telepathy if we were thinking of
the same thing?"
Soldier: "No. Just beginners
luck."
I asked her if she was doing
anything that evening and she said
she wasn't, so I took her out, and
sure enough-she wasn't.
"I wish to marry your daughter,
sir."
"Do you drink, young man?"
"Thanks, but let's get this other
matter settled first."
A GI calling on his girl friend,
arriving early surprise'd her mending her panties. Asked what she
was doing, ·s he replied: "Mending
my lace curtains for my sitting
room."

BOOKS ARE ALSO

Weapons
PVT. EDWARD H. MERTZ
In the post library there is a
poster which says, "Any Book You
Haven 't Read Is A New Book."
According to this standard there
are apparently many "new" books,
since I!he cards in some of these
books do not indicate that they
have been widely read.
Through the post library the
Army attempts to provide a wide
choice of reading materials for
GIs. In our al'my the individual
soldier is encouraged to read according to his choice. Have you
ever thou~ht of your freedom in
this respect as compared with the
limited materials which the German or J ap soldier is permitted
to read? Since a good soldier is a
well-informed soldier, let us take
advantage of our "Freedom to
Read."
"A History of the War," by
Rudolph Modley ,an Infantry Journal-Penguin book. A brief, interesting story of the war in maps
-in pictographs-in words. The
social economic and political background of the war is presented in
pictograph form. The story of
total mobilization for total war and
the major campaigns of the war
are discussed in simple language
and supplemented with pictures.
Every soldier should read this
book.
"Japanese Warfare," is a summary of Japnese methods of warfare as prepared by the Military
Intelligence Service in Information
Bulletin No. 16. Some of the
methods of fighting used by the
J aps as discovered in actual combat. Learn aQout ti).eir weapons,
planes, equipment and food.
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What's new in
your home town?
Q. Can you give me so-rne dope
on the Armed Forces Institute's
"accreditation" service, whereby
soldiers can be aided in securing
post-war employment in the Federal Civil Service?
A. Well, in a nutshell ,this service is conducted by the AFI to help
GIs who are seeking Civil Service
jobs. By putting their Army training or experience on record now,
veterans who later apply for Federal jobs will be able to receive
full credit, in appropriate Civil
Service exams, for skills acquired
in the armed forces. To be accredited, these skills need not be acquired in connection with an Institute course but may be the result of any Army training or experience. For more data on this
service, write to the Armed Forces
Institute, Madison, Wis.

Seattle (CNS)-"Please step to
the back of the bus, folks," the bus
driver pleaded. "it's going the same
place as the front." Everybody
smiled at this remark. Nobody
moved.
K n 0 x viII e. Tenn. (CNS) Charged with riding a mule down
West Fifth avenue while drunk,
Ralph Lomax explained to the
court that he wasn't really intoxicated. "I was merely suffering
from indigestion," he said.

This Week at the

POST THEATER
Saturday, May 20
GIRL IN THE CASE
(Revival)
Edmund Lowe, Janis Carter
Paramount Musical Parade
Merrie Melodies
Movietone Adventures
Sun.-Mon., 21-22 May
Up IN MABEL'S ROOM
Dennis O'Keefe
Marjorie Reynolds
Gail Patrick, Mischa Auer
Army-Navy Screen Magazine

Chicago (CNS)-Chicago's gumcraving citizens have resorted to
scraping gum from the bottom of
theater seats and restaurant tables
following announcement by the P.
K. Wrigley company that no more
of the chewy stuff will be distributed to civilians for the duration. The Army is going to get it
all, the company said.
Council Bluffs, Iowa (CNS)When a local resident came home
and found that his mother-in-law
had arri ved unexpectedly for a
three-months' stay, he hit her with
a potted geranium plant he had
bought as a wedding anniversary
gift to his wife.
Cripple Creek, Col. (CNS) Arthur Marks has sued his wife
for divorce on the grounds that
she stepped on his face every night
while climbing over him to her
side of the bed.
Indianapolis (CNS)-A window
cleaner working on the windows
of the Board of Trade building
kicked the bucket just as a group
of school teachers was passing beneath him. The bucket, in this instance, was full of soapy water.
And so, eventually, were the school
teachers.
New Haven, Conn. (CNS)-Two
roistering fellows paid a social call
to a friend in the New Haven jug.
Denied admission, they battered
down the pokey doors. Once inside,
they stayed there-locked up on
charges of drunkenness, breach of
the peace and damaging publia
property.
New York (CNS) - Eleazor
Morrison, Venezuelan Consul General, arrived at a hotel where he
was scheduled to address a dinner
~iven by the Commerce and Industry Association. He told the
head waiter his name was Morrison and was escorted to a table
where he ate, drank, cleared his
throat and peeked at his notes. But
nobody asked him to speak. Inquiry di closed that he was attending the wron~ dinner. He finally
arrived at the right one in time
for a second dessert and his speech.

Tuesday, 23 May
Donble Feattlre
THE CHINESE CAT
Sidney Toler, Joan 'Woodbury
WYOMING HURRICANE
Russell Haydn, Robert Wills

Richmond, Va. (CNS) - A serious shortage of grave diggers is
the latest manpower crIsIs precipitated in Richmond by the wal".

Wed.-Thurs., 24-25 May
AND TilE ANGELS SING
Dorothy Lamour
Fred McMurray
Hetty Hutton
News of the Day
This is America

(Eats every night at Ark City and
Winfield.)
Sat ....... Win ..... D3 n ce
Ark ...... Bingo .. Free cal!
Sun ..... _Win ...... Su ppe r .. F l·ce ca ll
Ark ...... Singing .. Informal dance
Mon .... _Win ...... Do~a s -you-please
Ark .....• Bridge and game night
Toe •..... Win ...... Kitchen night
Ark .....• Do·as·you·please
Wed ..... Win ..... _Dan(·e .. Ga mes
Ark ...... Snack Bar party
Thors ... Win ......Bridge nigh t
Ark .....• Ping·pong tournament
FrI ........ Win ..... Sports night
Ark ...... Married couples' night

Fri.-Sat., 26-27 May
BETWEEN Two WORLDS
John Garfield, Paul Henreid
Color Cartoon
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USO ACTIVITIES

F LIE R

COL. LAMONT SAXTON, Post Commander
An activity of the Special Service Department.
MAJOR J. W. BOXLEY, Special Service Officer
Editor-Sgt. Fields Baldwin

Base Pictures Courtesy SF Photo · Lab.
A weekly newspaper cempoeed by and for the personnel of the Strother Army Air
Field, Winfield. Kansas. Policies and statements reflected in news columns or editorial.
represent the viewpoints of the individual writers and under no circumstances are to be
con.ldered those of the Army Air FOre<!s.
The Prairie FIler receives material supplied by Camp Newspaper Service. Credited
material cannot be republished without permission.
News lJ)atter P<.Irtajninll' to the Strother Army Air Field furnished by the Strother
Army Air Field Special Service Department ia available for lI'eneral rele·a se.
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Kownick's Korn
By

SGT. IL-I.R::>LO

A. KOWNICK

Local Gal :-"Do you believe in
love at first sight'?"
Private :-"1 gotta. I only have
an o,er-night pass."

Leg 0' Lamb
Girls who were raised on cod
liver oil have legs like this !!
Girls who ride horses in the park
have legs like this ()
But gals at night club bars who
keep saying "Here's How," have
legs like this) (
And we might add: Girls who
have good judgment have legs like
this X.
Private: "I want to see Mazzie."
Mazzie's Pop: "She's in bed with
laryngitis,"
Pri vate: "Damn these Greeks,
anyway."

Mother of Two Service
Men Joins Wacs

Crew Chief Is Former
Asst. Supt. of Grain Company
An "old-timer" at Strother Field is Staff Sergeant Raymond W.
Habluetzel, crew chief of line 12, who has been one of our unsung
heroes since the field was activated in November of 1942.
From being assistant superinten·
dent of the Mid-Continent Grain
Company in Kansas City, Mo., dur~
ing the years 1938 until 1942 to
Q. Are Air Wacs assigned to
becoming an airplane mechanic in
radio maintenance work?
the United States Air Forces
A. Yes, at many fields. At one
seems quite a change in occupafie:d, the Production Line Maintentions. But when one has spent his
ance hangar has an entire shift of
spare time taking apart and reAir Wacs (eight radio mechanics
building automobile engines as a
and the NCOIC) doing this type
hobby something is bound to come
of work on basic training planes.
of it-in S/ Sgt. Habluetzel's case
Q. Are Wacs serving overseas
it has been to "keep 'em flying."
eligible for selvice ribbons of a
Enlisting in the Ail' Corps at
theater of operations?
Kansas City on November 7, 1942,
A. Yes. And at least one group
S/ Sgt. Habluetzel was sent to
already has been awarded the
Midland, Tex., where he was stabronze stars worn on theater ribtioned for a 10-day period. 011
bons to denote active participation
November 23rd he arrived at
in
a campaign. Lt. Gen. Mark
Strothel' Field, ahead of the first
Clark made the awards on the
Vultee BT-18 training planes.
Fifth Army main front to 59 memSince that time he has work er! OI '
Lers of the 69th Ee:ldquart ei' ~
the line helping to make the outPlatoon following eight months of
standing flying training recold of
servi ce in Italy. The platoon wOlk ·
this field an enviable one.
cd at command posts and held
A native Kansan, S / Sgt. Habother assignments with fonvar ci
luetzel was born and l'ai ~-ed at
echelons.
Clay Center, Kans. He is married
Q. Al'e Wacs a]]owe::l to we:H'
to a St. Joseph, 1\10., girl an d
civilian clothe when off duty'?
th ey make their hOJ).1e in Arkansas
A. Ever since Sept. 1, 1948,
City.
when the \Y AAC became the WAC,
the Wac have been subject to the
Toledo, O. (CNS) - Arthu r
same Army Regulations a th e
Fleesher put over a canny deal
men. with one exception made r ethe other day. He swapped his
cently-Wac participants in a wed1941 Ford station wagon even up
ding ceremony (brides and bridesfor a 1924 Model T touring car.
maids) may wear civilian apparel.
Reason for the trade: The Model
T has four good tires. The station
Rochester, N. Y. (CNS)-A lowagon has none.
cal resident has appealed to hi s
ration board for a new set of
"I want some corsets for my
stamps. He said he inadvertently
wife."
destroyed his red stamps while dis"What bust?"
carding some unneeded blue ones.
"Nothin'. They just wore out."
"I'm color blind," he explained.

A;r Wac Answers

Vera Edwards, for 12 years assistant librarian at A'rkansas
City's public library, enlisted in
the Women's Army Corps at
Strother Field, Kansas, last week,
signing for overseas duty with the
.-\ir Transport Command,
Pvt. Edwards has three children
-two sons, Jack and Richard
Mitchell of Arkansas City, who
were outstanding Ark Valley high
school athletes, and one daughter,
Patricia Mitchell. Jack, who is a
graduate of the Army's Miami
physical training school, is now
serving in England. His brother,
Richard, is with the marines on
duty in the South Pacific. Patricia
is now in Indiana.
The new Air Wac is the former
Vera Hollenbeck, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs, Vere Hollenbeck of 319
South B Street, Ark·ansas City.

Sell 1282 Poppies
At Strother Field

Gis Get Data
On Voting In
19 Primarie s

Strother Field was host on Saturday to twenty-three youngsters
from Winfield and Ark City representing the American Legion
Auxiliary in' the former city and
the American Legion Auxiliary
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars
in the latter.
They came "armed" with artificial poppies and found the military and civilian personnel eager
customers. The Winfield group
sold 561 poppies for a total of
$86,50 and the Ark City children
sold 721 flowers for a cash total
of $86.76.
Lt. Col. Jason L. Beatty, executive officer, solved the transportation problem for some of the children by driving one group around
the field in a jeep, One young lady
put over the sale of a poppy to a
patient in the post hospital by solidly planting a kiss on his cheek.
A group of eight men served as
guides for the young people. They
were Aviation Cadet Edwin H.
Jessup, T / Sgt. Frank Holmes,
T I Sgt. Robert Chatelain, Sgt.
James Waits, Sgt. J. F. Baldwin,
Cpl. Charles Glover, Cpl. John
Bruegeman and Cpl. William Garrison.

Section 'F' Wins Flag
Section "F" is now flying the
Chaplain's Flag, having won the
honor for the largest percentage
of personnel present at the Mother's Day service in the post chapel
last Sunday.
This section had possession of
the flag for a thirteen-week period
at one time but the large attendance of cadets during the past
number of weeks gave them the
blue and white 'flag prior to last
Sunday.

By Camp Newspaper Service

Nineteen states in the nation
will hold primaries in late July
and August.
These states are Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Mississippi
(second primary), Missouri, Montana, New Hampshire, New York,
South Carolina (first primary),
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont,
Virginia, \Visconsin and Wyoming.
Five of these states make no
provision for soldier voting in the
primaries. In the other 14 the
WD post card (WD AGO Form
560) may be used either as an
application for a ballot or a request for the special application
form furnished by the states. The
new War Ballot Commission postcard forms (WD Circular 128,
Par. 1, Sec. XI) probably won't be
ready for distribution in time for
these primaries.
If servicemen are unable to get
any postcard form, they may apply
by letter, using the text that will
be on the new cards as it is given
in Circular 128. These applications
s hould bear the distinctive markings and the appropriate air mail
marking as described in WD Circular 155, Section 1.
Servicemen are urged to remember to put their party affiliation
on applications for state absentee
ballots. Names and serial number
should be printed on the WD postcard or the letter sent in its place.
Some states require voters to
take additional steps in order to
qualify to vote in the primary.
Anyone uncertain about his eligibility should write to the secretary
of state of his home state giving
the date of his birth, the number
of years he has lived in the state,
and his voting district (to the best
of his knowledge).

Here Are All 15 Army Air Force Insignias
1st AIR FORCE

llth AIR FORCE

2d AIR FORCE

12th AIR FORCE

3d AIR FORCE

4th AIR FORCE

5th AIR FORCE

8th AIR FORCE

9th AIR FORCE

10th AIR FORCE

13th AIR FORCE

14th AIR FORCE

15th Am FORCE

Very Low-gistics

Male Call
JUST WHAT 15 IT

WI1Y, MIS::; LACE, DIDN'T
YOU KNOW U:; QUARTEI<COI?P~ DOES GENERAL?
MA:;TE~:; I?EALLY LOOK
AFTEI< ALL THE IMPORTANT
II.~ STUFF IN THE ARMY'? .

THE

Page 3

QUARTERMAG~I<

••

us

BUY:;' AK"E fXPER'TG
ON Tf<ANGPORTATION,
F'RINGTANCE! ... wE
K'EALLY KNOW HOW
TO 0ET 'EM THEJ<'E.. .

YUJ.l! ••. AI1-MISS LACE

D')oU SUPPOSE You
COULD PAY FOR THE MEAL
AND TI-IE TAXI •.• Y'SEE, r
KINDA MI5COUNTED...

by

The Wolf

Sansone

SPO 1ST
Page 4

Warming

the Bench
By Camp New.paper Service

... ITALY

"Well-whaddya expect fer two-bits?"

Lt. Col. Wehr
Now In Italy

To Train Water
Safety Instructors

Lt. Col. Robert L. Wehr, former
executive officer at Strother Field,
is now in Italv. Colonel Wehr revealed his loca:tion in a V -mail letter t~ Capt. Isidore Brown, superyi5'or of supply at the field. Included also was the fact that a
few days previously he had met
Capt. Howell Cobb, former administrative inspector at Strother
Field.

Making the men in our Air
Force as amphibious as possible,
since in combat at times this is
imperative, is a major task of the
American Red Cross Water Safety
program today according to Red
Cross Field Director Herbert A.
Thomson at Strother Field.
"A knowledge of combat swimming has become an important
weapon in this war," Thomson
said. "This has been demonstrated time and again in every battle
zone, and the Red Cross \~'ater
Safety experts are all out in their
effort to teach as many servicemen as possible the fundamentals
of swimming.
Red Cross instructors are on
duty at many stations, both in this
country and overseas, training selected men as swimming instructors. These men are certified by
the Red Cross and in turn teach
Water Safety to the men in their
units. To date more than 15,000
servicemen have been qualified as
Red Cross Wa~r Safety instructors.
"J ust as soon as it can be arranged," Thomson said, "we will
have a Water Safety Staff Representative here from our Regional
Office for the purpose of training
instructors."

New Haven, Conn. (CNS) Tom O'Toole" who had been sipping poteen all night long, didn't
like the murderous look on the
character who was staring at him
through the window of Mulligan's
Grill. O'Toole squared off and bellowed a challenge. The other fellow squared off, too, and said
nothing. O'Toole let fly a left hook,
broke Mulligan's window, cut his
hand, vanquished his own reflection. The one-round bout with
himself cost O'Toole $10 for the
window and 15 days in the pokey.
"Gosh, your daughter's growing
fast."
"Oh, I don't helieve ~he's any
worse than any other girl."

Snaky, but Snazzy

CENTURY OF SERVICE
(Continued from page I, col. 1)

Air Force lads at Kelly Field,
Texas, call screen actress Lynn
Baggett their "Cobra Girl."
Photo shows why.

in France, the Battle of Somme
among them. He wears the Rritish medal "for bravery in the
field," having been decorated in
1917 by General Plumer. Butler
also had almost four years' foreign
duty in the Philippines with the
American Army Air Forces, more
than two in Hawaii, and more than
four in Panama.
Mr. Baker saw service with several cavalry units on the Mexican
Border during World War I, and
from 1923 to 1942, except for four
years, was stationed at Honolulu,
Hawaii. Since becoming a warrant officer in 1921, all of Mr. Raker's service has been with an army
band.
The old saying that "He's found
a home in the army" is literally
true for the four oldsters at
Strother Field. Two of them Captain Smith and M/Sgt. Butler
-gave Texas as their home address - after thinking awhile.
M/Sgt. Butler indicated San Antonio as his preference; Captain
Smith spent more time in Houston.
~T 10 Baker owns a home in Honolulu where he expects to return
after the war for residence. He
and Mrs. Baker had their home in
Omaha, Nebr., of recent years and
they are well known there. M/Sgt.
Showalter sti11 ties to Loveland,
Colo., but with the other three,
agrees that home is wherever the
army cap is off.
On one thing they are agreedthe Lord willing. they'll all be
serving Uncle Sam when their retirement date comes up!

The I ate s t pseudo-legendary
spolting figure of the late, Jamented Roaring 20s to join the armed
forces is !:Shipwreck Kelly, world's
champion fiagpole sitter, who is
going to sea again with the Merchant Marine.
Kelly, an ensign in World War
I, once sat atop a flagpole for 45
days, eating practically nothing
but bananas. On another occasion,
he sat on a pole in Madison Square
Garden throughout the six-day bicycle races, looking with disdain
on the pointless proceedings below
him.
"Them bike riders is buggo," he
said at that time. "Imagine spending a week 'riding around in a circle. They're all crazy as coots."
Those two old beak-benders,
Coast Guard Cmdr. Jack Dempsey
and Navy Cmdr. Gene Tunney met
recently at Jack's New York hotel.
They hadn't seen each other in
years.
"Gene!" shouted Dempsey, waving his big paw, "You old son of
a gun!"
"Jack!" replied Tunney. "Charmed."
Another old champion, Spike
Howard, 67-year-old wrestler and
professional muscle flexer, has announced that he is terribly, terribly
hurt over a claim by the Soviet
news agency Tass that a Moscow
railroad man is the world's champion blood donor, having given 142
donations.
In 15 years of blood letting,
Spike says, he has given 1,102 donations, "not counting the blood
I've spilt in the ring."

Swim Pool Filled i
Work Nearly Complete
The new swimming pool at
Strother Field was filled for the
fi·rst time last Saturday since completion of the concrete floor and
military personnel have been receiving dividends for their long
hours of manual labor on the pool
-cooling plunges into the turquoise colored water.
The pool contains 270,000 gallons of water and depth ranges
from four to ten feet. Steel ladders with hand rails are placed at
strategic locations on each side of
the pool.
Construction of one tower is
nearly completed, allowing the diving clientele an opportunity to
show off their ability. There are
two platforms on the towel'.
Springboards have been ordered
and should arrive in the near future. The area around the pool has
been sodded and a walk is now being built along the edges of the
pool. Lawn umbrellas are to be
placed around the pool adding to
the color of this new play area.
There is also to be a parking al'ea
south of the pool for cars of military personnel.
Plans for operation of the pool
will be announced later by the
Special Service Dept., which will
manage the project.
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Married Men Win at
Softball from Singles
Enlisted men of Headquarters
Unit and Sect. "A" of Strother
Field met Tuesday in a softball
game to decide an unusual athletic issue: Can married men still
play ball?
The answer: They definitely can.
The married men defeated the
single men by an 8-to-3 score, and
collected, besides laurels for their
cohorts, a case of beer.
The single men are not satisfied,
howeve!'. A return engagement
next Monday night will give them
their chance.
Following are the players of the
victorious married men's team:
Broskovak, catcher; Leach, pitcher; Theabold, 1st base; Johnson,
2nd base; Biederman, 3rd base;
Smith, shortstop; Waits, short
field; Carach, leftfield; Dodds,
centerfield, and Williams, right
field.
Members of the single men's
team are Myatt, catcher; Reed,
pitcher; Ingram, 1st base; Davis,
2nd base; Eicher, 3rd base; Gersbach, shortstop; Adame, short
field; Stewart, leftfield; James,
right field; Kelly, centerfield;
Busch, centerfield, who pinch hit
for Kelly.

ReFlex Actionl
As a prank, one of the enlisted
men of the 1,000 man-mess placed a plastic snake in a paper sack
on the counter during a recent
noon day meal. The head of the
fake snake was sticking out of the
sack and had a realistic appearance.
One GI passed down the counter and with his tray loaded with
food came to the snake. One glance
and he left the tray in mid-air,
dashing from the building.
Another GI came along, passed
the snake with a slight glance, sat
down and ate his dinner. Evidently it suddenly dawned on him that
a mess-hall counter was no place
for a snake so he called the officer
of the day. The OD came to the
mess-hall ready to shoot the roaming reptile-saw it was a dummy
and had a good laugh.
Moral: Eat first and think afterwards.
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Cadets Average 76.4
In PFR Tests
Trainees Average

70

Members of Cadet Class 44-G
came within 1-10 of a point of tieing the Physical Fitness Record
average set by members of 44-F
when they totaled 76.4 for each
member of this outgoing class. The
lowest score was 63 and the highest was 98.
Average sit-ups were 110.3 with
a minimum of 52 and a high of
114. The pull-up average was 11.5
with a low of 5 and a high of 24.
Cadets in 44-G averaged 49.5 seconds for the 300-yard shuttle run
with a low of 42 seconds.
Air crew trainees finished their
PFR tests with an average score
of 70. The lowest score for this
group was 50 and the highest 85.
In the sit-ups the trainees averaged 95.9 with a low of 45 and a
high of 114. 9.3 was the aVe'l'age
number of pull-ups with a low of
2 and a high of 20. In the shuttle run the group averaged 50.5
seconds with a low of 44 and a
high of 60.

Complete Athletic
Facilities at SF
With the completion of Strother Field's new 50 ft. by 150 ft.
swimming pool scheduled for the
near future with the installation
of diving towers and boards, the
base is fully equipped to carry out
the army aquatic program. Add to
this the many other athletic facilities on the post and you have a
most complete health-building and
conditioning setup.
In the athletic areas on the field
are 10 softball diamonds, 10 touchball gridirons. 10 outdoor basketball courts, 10 outdoor volleyball
courts, two hard surfaced areas for
volleyball and two tennis courts.
There is also a 11,4,-mile-long cross
country course, a l.4-mile obstacle
course including jumps, climbs,
rope balances, scaling walls, etc.
The shuttlerun course is another
out-of-door conditioner.
In the gymnasium are two handball courts, a weight lifting room,
wrestling room, and room for several basketball, volleyball or badminton games to be played at any
one time.

Enlisted Men 'Pour It On'

STROTHER FIELD
(Continued from page 1, col. 5)
under the immediate jurisdiction
of the Army Air Forces Central
Flying Training Command, with
headquarters at Randolph Field,
Tex. Its mission has been the
thorough training of aviation
cadets and student officers in the
basic phase of combat flying. This
mission will have been accomplished with the graduation of Cadet
Class 44-G, the sixteenth class to
receive basic fly:ing training at
this field.

Enlisted men of Strother Field are shown above working in the
swimming pool, completing the laying of the concrete floor. The EM
are responsible for 90% of the labor on the pool, according to Capt.
Oren P. Stoner, athletic director.
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Distinguished Flying
'Till-We-Meet-Again Dance
Cross and Air Medal
Enlisted Men Tonight
Awarded at Review For
As a farewell gesture to the enlisted personnel of Strother Field
Colonel Lamont Saxton, commanding officer of Strother Field,
awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross and the Air Medal with four
Oak Leaf Clusters to Mrs. Herschel A. Brown of 211 South Denver, El Dorado, Kansas, at a public
review here Wednesday afternoon.
The awards 'were given Mrs.
Brown for her husband, Capt.
Herschel A. Brown, then a first
lieutenant, who is missing in action in the S. W. Pacific theater of
operations.
All officers, aviation cadets and
enlisted men of Strother Field
passed in review before Colonel
Saxton and his guests. Also reviewing the troops was Colonel
Donald E. Meade, W!1O will assume
command of Strothn- Field when
it is transferred to the Second Air
Force.
Captain Brown's parents, Mr.
and Mrs. A. W. Brown of El Dorado, and his brother, Lt. Dean
Brown of Coffeyville, were in the
re\'iewing party.
The ceremony was held on the
ramp. An aerial l'(·view by three
(Continued on page 3, col. 1)

An Invitation
From W ich ita

Pvt. Edward H. Mertz of Strother Field stands before the war
memorial monument in Winfield reading the following inscription pertaining to World War I: "\Vorld War, Twenty-Seven Nations. America's
Contributions Men, Morale, Money, Munitions, Materials, Two Million
Men in Europe, Four Million Men in Training. What America Did,
and Was Ready to Do Were Potent Factors in the Cause of Humanity,
Civilization, Justice."

Three Air Medals
Presented During
SF Ceremony
Air Medals were awarded nextof-kin of three Kansans by Col.
Lamont Saxton, commanding officer of Strother Field at an impressive review held Saturday by
the last aviation cadet class to
take basic training here.
Receiving the decorations at the
public ceremony were Mrs. S. V.
Arnold of Arkansas City, for her
son, 2nd. Lt. Edgar L. Moore who
is a prisoner of war in the European theater; Mr. Herb Lockyear
of Winfield, for his son, 1st. Lt.
Willard H. Lockyear, who is also
a prironer of war in the Euro'pean theater, and Mrs. J. F. Jenkins of Wichita, for her son, Staff
Sergeant Howard L. Jenkins who
was killed in action in the Mediterranean theater, presumably on
April 5. 1944.
Lt. Lockyear is a former pupil
of 1st. Lt. George D. Allen, physical training officer at SF, who was
athletic coach at the Sedan, Kans.,
high school when Lockyear was attending school there.
Capt. George Mueller was military escort for the recipients of the
decorations and 1st. Lt. Georg'e N.
Rood read the citations.

Here's One Bird
We Didn't Get!
Guess the Prairie Flier better
take a course in ornithology-the
bird on the Second Air Force insignia isn't an eagle as erroneously
reported two weeks ago in the description of the insignia-it is a
falcon. Sorry.

Members of Unit II USO Junior Hostess group in Wichita will
present a "Moonll",ht Serenade"
in that city Saturday night.
A special invitation has been extended enlisted men of Strother
Field to attend the event. Overnight accommodations for all servicemen will be available at the
USO club tomorrow night.

'It's A Pleasure,' USO-Camp
Show Coming Here June 3rd
A breezy new musical hit, IT'S A PLEASURE, has been booked
as the next stage show to play at the post theater and the date has
been set for Saturday, June 3rd. IT'S A PLEASURE, a new version
of entertainment for servicemen is sent here by USO-CAMP SHOWS
and will be presented admission free.
Although music is emphasized, both vocal and instrumental, this
revue also presents contrasting styles of dancing and eccentric funsters.
A dazzling novelty act adds the proper touch to make the revue a solid
click. Here is a little lowdown on the entertainers:
VIOLET CARLSON is a blondehaired comedienne of first rank.
She has brought mirth and merriment to scores of servicemen, who
remember her long after the show
is over. Everything she does is
The aircrew trainees who have
funny,-her monologues, the way
been studying odds and ends of
she sings a song, and even the way
combat aviation on the line at
she walks on stage.
Strother Field left yesterday for
preflight school at the San AnTHE LE SHONNES are an outtonio Aviation Cadet Center.
standing ballroom dance team who
The first group of trainees arhave the distinction of taking an
ri\ ed here on April 11. A trainAmericanized rhumba down to
ing detachment was organized,
South America with great success.
under command of Major Robert
Their act is full of exciting lifts
N. Austin. to take care of the
and spins. An original touch is
new activity.
their use of a scarf as a whip,
The trainees learned first-hand
111 imitation of the whip the toreaa number of things that will make
dor uses in the bull ring.
better combat crew members of
ANDRINA . . . (singer) The
them when they earn their wings.
Shoo Shoo Baby from Camp Shows.
Some worked with the aircraft
When Andrina joined Camp Shows
mechanics, learning to maintain
a year ago she changed her reperand repair ai rplane engines; othtoire completely. Up to that point
ers helped the radio maintenance
she had been a singer of Spanish
department; and still others asand Latin American songs, and
sisted regular field personnel in
was called the "Latin from Manvarious other duties.
hattan." But she decided serviceThe on-the-line trainees proved
men wanted to hear jazz and poptheir worth shortly after arriving
ular tunes so that's what she's
at the field when they played an
been giving them ever since-from
important part in flood relief when
Shoo Shoo Baby right down the
Winfield and Arkansas City were
line and with plenty of oomph.
inundated on April 23 and 24.
She has played to camps all up
Civic leaders joined Strother Field
and down the East Coast and in
officers in commending these men
the South.
for their good work on that occas(Continued on page 4, col. 1)
ion.

who will soon be leaving this base for assignment elsewhere in the Central Flying Training Command, a "Til-We-Meet-Again" dance is to be
held tonight in the post gymnasium for all enlisted men of SF, their
wives or girl-friends.
For those shy GIs who have
nary a wife or steady-gal, GSO
cuties from Winfield, Arkansas
City and Wellington will be on
hand to entertain them.
The big affair, sponsored by the
Special Service Department, is
The Fifth War Loan Drive, for
scheduled to get underway at 8
both military and civilian personp.m. with the super music of the
nel of Strother Field, will be
SF Airchords providing favorite
launched June 1st.
dance
tunes.
This field is expected to retain
Members of the I,OOO-man-mess
the prized position attained by it
have been busy preparing delicious
in the Fourth War Loan Drive
sandwiches for the occasion. There
when both military and civilian
will also be cookies, olives, etc.
quotas wel'e exceeded by substanCold drinks will also be served.
tial amounts. To retain this posiE\'ery enlisted man on the field
tion it will be necessary for all
is urged to attend the event as it
personnel to increase their cash
purchases over and above regular
will be the last social function of
the complete personnel that has
monthly allotments.
been stationed on the field during
Quotas for the field have not
the basic flying training under the
been decided upon yet, but the
CFTC.
quota for the state of Kansas has
been set at 124 million dollars of
which the field's quota is a part.
In addition to cash purchases
all units are making a concerted
drive to increase their monthly
payroll allotments during the period of the drive. Civilian personFurther commendation to Strothnel has set a goal of 950/,- enroller Field personnel for its fine
ment and at least 15% investment.
work in the recent flood emergency
The military goal has been set at
!JO% enrollment and lO(/c investat Winfield ard Arkan~as City ha~
ment.
been received by Col. Lamont Saxton, SF commanding officer, in a
letter from Major General C. H.
PERILS OF THE
Danielson, commanding general of
the Seventh Service Command,
BIG CITY
Omaha, Nebr.
Anyone know the name of the
"1 have been informed of the
sharp young Strother Field ofaid furnished by personnel of the
ficer who recently stepped out
Strother Army Air Field to the
of the Allis Hotel in Wichita,
communities of Winfield and Arhailed a taxicab and directed
kansas City during the recent flood
the driver to the bus station?
emergency in those cities.
He had hardly seated himself
"Please accept my personal
in the cab when the driver
thanks and convey my appreciayelled, "Here you are!"
tion to the officers and men of
In case you might make the
your command for the valuable
same error, the bus station is
assistance rendered and for the
iust across the street from the
splendid spirit of co-operation
hotel!
(Continued on page 4, col. 2)

5th War Loan
Drive Begins 1st

General Praises

SF Flood Work

Rircrew Trainees
Leave Strother Field

Col. Lamont Saxton, commanding officer of Strother Field, presents
Air Medal awards to (left to right) Mrs. J. F. Jenkins of Wichita,
Mrs. S. V. Arnold of Arkansas City and Mr. Herb Lockyear of Winfield
during the presentation ceremony and review held here last Saturday.
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Many officers and enlisted men who have been a part of the Strother
Field "family" are departing for assignment to other stations in the
Central Flying Training Command. YO'u do not say, "goodbye" in the
Army. The expression is, "So long buddy, we'll be seeing you again."
There is a feeling within all of us that someday we'll meet again.
Whether it is in this country, or one of the theaters of war, no one
knows, but we will meet again.
Second Army Air Force personnel will replace the men leaving h ere
and we all shall wO'rk together giving the best we have in our new job
at Strother Field. New faces will replace familiar ones on the streets
of Arkansas City and Winfield, but within a short time these new men
will find themselves enjoying the hospitality of the townspeople just
as we who have been stationed here.
So, it is "so long buddy, we'll be seeing you again" and "welcome,
members of the SecO'nd Air Force."

Attenshun! !
Several pivot-necked enlisted men apparently enjoyed the review
held on the ramp Wednesday as much as the civilian spectators. The
aerial review of thirty planes flying in formatiO'n must have been quite
a sight-wish we all could have watched them as they flew above the
troops massed on the ramp, but we'll have to take the word of these
noncom "recruits" that 'it was something great to see.
In one section the sight-seeing individuals were not neatly hidden
amO'ng the columns of soldiers but out in front, just back of the section
commanding officer-in a position where the other men of the group
and the spectators could easily see their noggin gyrations.
It is too bad that a special aerial review was not held for these
air-minded enlisted men before the review, then perhaps they could
have stO'od at attention, as commanded, during the actual review.

G.l. Definition

"MORALE?" said a brave Cockney in a play about the London
blitz, "Morale is a dirty French word and I never use it to hO'me."
Combat crews of the A. A. F. show equal contempt when some amateur
general three thO'usand miles from war defines morale in terms of
heroic speeches and that mythical thin red line of heroes dashing against
the cannons with happy cheers.

Friday-GI party, free lemenade
and ceokies.
Saturday-Open.
Sunday-Bring yeur guests to'
the Service Club. They are mest
welceme.
Menday-Pheto Club at 1900.
Bingo at 2000.
Tuesday - Welcoming Dance.
GSO girls. Music by SF Airchords.
Wednesday-Bridge tournament.
Thursday-Sectien "A" party.

Ye LiFtings
GI: "I have a mad, insane desire
to crush yeu in my arms."
Babe: "N ow yeu're talking
sense."
Have you heard the autemobile
versien: Two rides make a wrong.
"If I take this caster oil. do
you think I'll be well enough to
get up in the morning?"
"Well-you'd better."

Papa Stork: "I sure had a busy
day teday. I delivered 168 babies."
Mama Sterk : "Yeah, I had a big
day too. I delivered 142 babies."
Kid Sterk: "Well, I didn't de so
much teday but I sure scared hell
eut of a couple of high scheol kids."
Gal: "Ceme up to my apartment
and have a bite before you go."
Sarg: "Nar,-yeu can bite me
right here in the halL"
The tree said to' the deg: "Have
ene en me."
Dog: "NO', thank yeu, I just had
ene en the house."
He gazed admiringly at the
beautiful dress of the leading
chorine.
"Who made her dress?" he asked his cempanien.
"I'm not sure, but I think it was
the pelice."
"Yeu slay me." said the cendemned man to the hangman.
"That's noese to me," replied
the hangman.

The honest soldier knows that war is a laborious process of breathing interrupted by curses. A good fighting outfit grouses and gripes
and bemoans its nasty job. War is hell. G. 1. Joe is too tired, too
hungry, too wet, too cold for poetic blather about the sanctity and
dignity of his mission.

BOOKS ARE ALSO

What then does he mean by the word morale? Why, good sirs,
morale is the shivering in a slit trench and the' will power that moves
you when a sergeant yells: "Air raid's over. Come o'tl, we got planes
to patch!" Morale is the flinching of flE)sh when the flack bursts bloom
too thick-and the voice that says: "Fly on!" Moule is the well-timed
'corny joke before the take-eff.

PVT. EDWARD H. MERTZ

Morale is friendship-man for man-when the bomber has to be
ditched. Morale is loyalty to the crew, to the combat team, to the squadron. Morale is fear overcome; panic fought down. Morale is the second
pass at Focke-Wulfs when cloud cover beckons temptingly-the long
sweat home on three engines-the turning back to protect a limping
comrade. Morale is all these desperate, unseen, unsung triumphs of
Man's spirit conquering Man's fierce lust to' live.
Morale is love-love of comrades, love of home-folks, love of country-a passion seldom admitted and rarely expressed. But greater love
hath no man than this grumbling, grousing, cursing devO'tion of G. 1.
Joe's.-From AAF Blue Network Broadcast "Wings to Victory."

=====CHAPLAIN'S CORNER====
By CHAPLAIN KARL B. SMITH
WITH A FRIEND

(Found on the body of an American soldier killed in action)
Look God, I have never spoken to you, but nO'w, I want to say,
"How do you do?" You see, God, they told me you didn't exist, and like
a fool, I believed all this.
Last night from a shell hole I saw yO'ur sky. I figured right then
they had told me a lie; had I taken time to see things yeu made, I'd
have knewn they weren't calling a spade a spade.
I wonder, God, if you'd shake my hand; somehow I feel that yeu
will understand; funny I had to' ceme to' this hellish place befere I had
time to' see yO'ur face.
Well, I guess there isn't much mere to' say, but I'm sure glad,
Ged, I met yeu today. I guess "zerO' heur" will seon be here, but I am
net afraid since I knew you're near. The signal! Well, Ged, I'll have
to' gO'. I like yeu 100ts, this I want you to' knew. Leok now, this will be
a herrible fight, who knows, I may ceme to' your heuse tenight.
Theugh I wasn't friendly to' yeu before, I wender, God, if yeu'd wait
at yO'ur deer? Leek I'm crying! Me! Shedding tears?
I wish I had known yeu these many years. Well, I have to' go new,
God; geedby! Strange, since I met yeu, I'm net afraid to die.
.
-PVT.
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e This Week ...

Long Buddy, We'll Be
Seeing You A gain"

The drone of BT-1 3 plane engines has practically ceased at Strother
Field and in the sky over the surrounding towns. Basic flying training
has cO'me to an end here as preparations are being made for transfer
of the base and some personnel to the Second Air Force on or around
June 1st.

A

PRAIRIE

J. J. W.

Weapons
After a leng peried ef relatively
minor actiens, the Italian "frent"
has again blazed into preminence.
The Allies have cracked the "Gusta v" line and are now peunding at
the doers of the "Adolph Hitler"
line. Naturally, the first news of
such a campaign concerns action,
advances or retreats, etc. Hewever, there is anO'ther very interesting aspect ef an invasien, and
this is the story ef what happens
to' the peeple whO' live in that
country.
Wit~
respect to the Italian
campaign an interesting stery "A
Bell for Adanno" has been written
by John Hersey. This book is a
fictienal stery ef the eperatien ef
a unit ef Allied Military Government in a small Italian community.
It is the story of Majer J oppola
(A.M.G. Officer) and the people
and problems he meets and solves
in administering the government
ef the community.
The auther pertrays the very
human reactions of capter and
captured in an interesting and
readable manner. The reader gets
an insight into the lives and preblems of the defeated Italians as
well as the dignity and beauty ef
a culture which has been warped
and exploited by the Fascists.
This book will seon be available
through the Post Library.
A series ef letters were written
during the Sicilian campaign by a
German seldier whO' bitterly describes the German retreat. These
letters present a serry picture of
the "crack" German seldier as he
realize defeat. They can be fO'und
in Section One of Intelligence Bulletin NO'. 3 Vol. II fer Nevember
1943 which can be read at the
Post Library.

What's new In
your home town?
Q. Here is a problem which has
been the subject oj a lot oj debate
alound here. I was a sergeaJY~t in
the R eg1llal Army. Now I'm a second liel/tenant in the AUS. If I
reenlist after the wa?', what will I
be, officer 01' EM?
A. According to' AR 605-10,
Change 8, if yeu reenlist within six
months after yeu get your discharge from the AUS, yeu will be
restored without less of rank to
your permanent grade in the Regular Army. III your case, you will
be a sergeant (yeur permanent
grade) not a lieutenant (your
temperary commissien).
Q. My CO has restricted me to
barracks and prohibited me from
drinking beer for one week. What
I want to know is, can he do this
to me?
A. Article ef War 104 says that
commanding efficers may withhold
the privileges ef their men for a
peried net exceeding ene week.
Drinking beer seems to' be a privilege. Therefore yeur CO can make
you stop drinking it. Let's call it
cempany punishment.

Q. Where s/wuld I wea1' my
marksmanship medal?
A. The proper manner ef wearing marksmanship medals is en the
left breast belew the service ribbens. See AR 600-40, Sectien 53
(b).
Heard why the hand on the
Statue of Liberty is just eleven
inches leng? One mere inch it
weuld have been a foot.

This Week at the
POST THEATER
Saturday, 27 May
BETWEEN Two WORLDS
John Garfield, Paul Henreid
Color Carteon
Sun. and Mon., 28-29 May
ONCE UPON A TIME
Cary Grant, Janet Blair
News ef the Day
Cemmunity Sing
Tuesday, 30 May
DAYS OF GLORY
Gregery P~ck, Teumanora
Bugs Bunny-Pete Smith

Albany, N. Y. (CNS) - Mrs.
Katherine De Vane was on her way
by bus to answer a jury duty summens when she received a mere
urgent summens than that. At the
hespital the vt:rdict was reached:
An eight-peund bey.
Albuquerque, N. M. (CNS)The office boy in a local newspaper
is cellecting signatures on a candidate's petition. Object: He wants
to be mayer.
Bryn Mawr, Pa. (CNS)-Geerge
Baird ambled home frem a party
at 5 a. m., banged en the back
deor and was greeted with a shotgun blast. In the hespital, he
learned that he had tried to enter
the wreng house.
. Des Moines, Iowa (CNS)-Tom
Egan stole into an apaltment bedroom and filched that mest treasured ef all wartime pessessions, an
alarm clock. Just as he picked it
up, it began to ring. The alarm
wakened dormant Frank Leverich,
ewner ef the cleck and apartment.
Clad enly in his nightshirt, Leverich chased Egan dewn the stairs
and intO' the street. He caught the
thief, turned him over to' the pelice
-and recevered his clock, which
he carried back heme cradled in
his arms, like a baby.
Detreit (CNS)-Kay Syracuse,
an actress, had geed reasen to steal
her girl friend's mink coat, she
told pelice. "She swiped my boy
friend," Kay said. "SO' I cepped
her coat."
Dodge City, Kans. (CNS)-The
public library here is trying to'
get a reader to return a six-weeks'
overdue beek. Name ef the teme:
"The Art of Rapid Reading."
Evansten, Ill. (CNS)-Sidewalk
strellers teek it in their stride
when they spO'tted Henry Shaw
walking aleng the street clad only
in his leng white beard. At pel ice
headquarters Shaw ceuld remember only that he had been drinking a little.
Indianapelis (CNS)-"Gidyap,"
a small boy yelled when he spetted
a team of horses hitched to' a city
ash wagon. The driverless herses
gidyapped, hewled over a parked
car. tere thrO'u~h a fence and
parked the ash wagon in the front
reem ef a hay and feed stereo

Wed., May 31-Thurs., 1 June
SHOW BUSINESS
Eddie Cantor, Joan Davis
George Murphy
News ef the Day
Army-Navy Screen Magaine
Friday, 2 June
YELLOW CANARY
Anne Neagle, Richard Greene
Sports Review
Film Vaudeville

PRAIRIE

USO ACTIVITIES
(Eata every nigitt at Ark City and
Winfield.)
S.t....... Win ...... Dance.. Flool· . how
Ark ...... Blngo ..Free call
San ..... _Win ...... MuHic .. Games.. Free call
Ark ...... Slnglng ..lntormal dance
Mon .... _Win ...... Do·as-you-please
Ark ...... Bridge and game night
Taeo ..... Win ...... Service club dance
Ark ... _Do-as-you-please
Wed ..._Win .... _Bil'thday party ni~ht
Ark ...... Snack Bar party
Tharo...Wln ...... Bridge ni~ht
Ark ....... Ping-pong tournament
Frt ........ Win ......Games ..Cards

Ark ...... Married couples' night

F LIE R

COL. LAMONT SAXTON, Post Commander
An activity ef the Special Service Department.
MAJOR J. W. BOXLEY, Special Service Officer
Editer-Sgt. Fields Baldwin
Base Pictures Courtesy SF Pheto Lab.
A weeki,. new.paper ..... poeed b,. and for the per80nnel of the Strotber Arm,. Air
Field. Win1\eld. Kansa.. Policie. and statements reflected in news columns or editorials
l'epreeent the viewpoints of tbe Individual write... and under no circumstances a .... to be
eonsldered tho... of the Arm,. Air Force•.
The Prairie Flier receive. material lupplled b,. Camp Newlpaper Service. Credited
material cannot be republished without permi.sion.
News matter J)8rtainin&' to the Strother Arm,. Air Field furnished by the Strother
Army Air Field Speelal Service Department Ia av.i1able for ' pneral relea.e.
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Kownick's Korn
By

SGT. HAROLD

A.

KOWNICK

When Grandma was a girl she
didn't do the things the girls do
today. But then the Grandmas
didn't do the things the Grandmas
do today.
"So you liked me because I
ignored you?"
"Yes, it was love at first slight."
The little boy who hides behind
his mother's skirt has to get in
his high-chair to do it now.
Heard there was music in the
stars? I don't know about that,
but I know of the sun causing a
belle to peel.
Heard the Fiddle Hotel-is a
vile inn.

Classification Men
Are Unsung Heroes

No, it isn't a "man from Mals" peering at Lt. Maria Carvajal,
chief nurse of SF station hospital as Capt. Charles W. McMillin, head
of the ear, eye, nose and throat clinic looks on. Air Crew Trainee John
D. Banning of Denver, Colo., is the fellow behind the phorometer, an
instrument used in testing of eyes in the clinic. Wonder if the gadget
has a control for cutting out the gleam in one's eyes?

A ir W ac Answers
Q. Do Air Wacs serve as instructors in amI technical schools?
A. Yes. Among the subjects
they teach are radio code and radio
operating procedure. A good many
Air Wacs teach officer students instrument flight on the Link trainer, and some have become operators of celestial navigation trainers. Some gunners get their practice on a Guairstructor operated
by an Air Wac.
Q. How long is the WAC OCS
course?
A, Twelve weeks.
Q. Does the soldier vote bill recently passed by Congress apply
to Wacs too?
A . Yes, inasmuch as 'Vacs are
full fledged members of the Army,
just as the men. The same circumstances will prevail-for example a few Wacs, like some of
the male soldiers, will be under
the voting age of 21. Wac enlistment eligibility begins at 20.

DISTINGUISHED
(Continued from page 1, col. 3)
flights of airplanes-l0 planes in
each flight-highlighted the event.
Colonel Saxton awarded his personal colors to Section A for winning honors at the last review.
Capt. George A. Mueller was military escort and Major Kline D.
Culbertson was commander of
troops. Citations were read by the
Post Adjutant, Lt. George N.
Rood.

Barbecue-Rodeo
Given in A. C.
Enlisted
men
and
aircrew
trainees of Strother Field had a
great time last Friday evening in
the Springhill picnic grounds,
north of Ark City, especially Sgt.
Don Ferrell of Section "B" who
found the barbecue and rodeo
sponsored by Arkansas City city
officials both an enjoyable and
purse-filling event.
The double-barrel affair was
given as a gesture of appreciation
for the invaluable work done by
the army group during the flood
emergency at Ark City last month.
Sgt. Ferrell won $20 in rodeo
events in addition to several contest prizes. He took two prizes for
broncho riding while his teammate,
S/ Sgt. Frank Myers also scored
in this event. Farrell's outstanding performance of the evening
was when he emerged from a
crowd of shouting. struggling GIs
with a sack containing $10 which
had been tie~ to the leg of a wild
heifer. He teamed up with Myers,
the latter diving for the animal's
head while the ' former went after
the prize.
Military personnel taking part
in the calf roping events were Pfc.
R. H. Copeland and Pfc. J. V.
Martin. Several sections of snow
fence formed the corral for the
rodeo events.
In the contest division, Sgt. Ferrell won the sack race, teamed with
Pvt. Sidney Schwartz to take the
(Continued on page 4, col. 1)
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Lights have been burning bright
and late each night in the Classification office of Strother Field
where staff members have been
diligently compiling figures and
facts pertaining to the processing
of officers, enlisted men, cadets and
aircrew trainees.
This tremendous job is just one
of many tasks performed by 1st.
Lt. Chester H. Hancock, classification officer, and his staff of enlisted men headed by S/ Sgt. T. V.
J ones, chief clerk, who hails from
the capital of Kansas. Other enlisted men of this department are
Sgt. J. H. Dodds, in charge of officers classification records. from
New Rockford, N.D.; Cpl. N. Dillard, from Little Rock, Ark.; CpJ.
J . A. Gersbach from Rochester, N.
Y.; Pfc. W. B. Davis, from Grand
Rapids, Mich., and Pfc. J. H.
Deeves from Westport, Conn., all
of whom handle EM classification
records. Mrs. Ruth McQuiston of
Winfield, nicknamed "general" is
another important member of the
staff.
Among the various duties performed by these men are the giving of army tests for technical
schools, maintaining duty performance records of officers and enlisted men. Speaking of records and
forms. have you seen WDAGO 66-2
for officers? It looks like a federal
income tax form with as many or
more questions to be answered.
This form kept the boys busy from
December to February, day and
night. What a job!
A number of commendations
have been received by this department for its efficient manner of
operation and maintenance of
records.
The next time you begin feeling
sorry for yourself in the job you're
doing in the army, long hours, details, etc., think of the men in
classification, you lucky stiff!
Los Angeles (CNS) - Ruling
that jitterbugging constitutes "a
real danger for one not skilled in
its gyrations," a Superior Court
judge has awarded damages of
$8,170 to actress Florida Edwards
for injuries she received while
dancing in the Hollywood canteen
with "a jive-maddened marine."
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Dinner Held For
Officers in Ark City
Arkansas City business men extended a formal farewell to departing officers at Strother Field
Thursday night of last week while
expressing the city's appreciation
for assistance extended by the
group in meeting the flood situation last month.
The occasion was a dinner in
the Osage hotel for officers who
participated in the work. The number of military guests was reduced
by transfers and duty requirements elsewhere.
Officers who were guests for the
occasion were Col. Saxton, Major
Dale E. Dunn, Major Gordon
Smith, Capt. Edwin S. Vicars,
Capt. Joseph V. Farmer, Lt.
George D. Allen, Lt. R. B. Barnett, Lt. Louis A. Marignoni, and
Lt. James S. Long, jr.

Four Wacs Sworn
In at SF Monday
The town of Bennington, Okla.,
and especially the St. John family
there, is certainly doing its part
to beat the Axis.
Two St. John sisters, Dorothy,
20, and Mary Edith . 21, daughters
of Mr. and Mrs. E. B. St. John,
were sworn in as Air Wacs here
Monday afternoon to bring to five
the number of St. Johns in the
5ervice, three brothers are serving
overseas. Another Bennington girl,
Katherine Roberts, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Roberts, also
joined the Air Wacs Monday. All
were formerly employed by Boeing
at Wichita. Kans. The new Air
Wacs will be assigned to the Air
Transport Command and hope for
overseas assignments.
Mary Elline Parrent. daughter
of Mrs. Frances Parrent, vVichita,
Kans., was also sworn into the
Wacs Monday at Strother Field.
Miss Parrent worked at the Beech
Aircraft Company in Wichita.

EENT Clinic
A Busy Place
If you think your job in the
army air force keeps you on the
ball just take a few minutes off
some day and visit the Ear, Eye,
Nose and Throat Clinic in the station hospital.
During an average month approximately 900 officers and enlisted men are "customers" of
Capt. Charles W. McMillin, head
of the EENT clinic, and his assistant, Cpt. Celestian Leidam. This
tedious work does not end with the
examination of patients. If diagnosis shows need of surgery then
this work is performed by Capt.
McMillin. The clinic also takes
part in all 63 and 64 type examinations.
An allergy clinic is maintained
by the EENT clinic. Since its start
in July of 1943 nearly 90 new
patients have received allergy tests
there. In this clinic different tests
are made of various foods and
pollen in order to eliminate the
source of distress to the patients.
Before entering the service in
November of 1942 Capt. McMillin
practiced in Kankakee, Illinois. He
is a graduate of Indiana University and took his post-graduate
work in EENT at Rush Medical
College in Chicago, Illinois. He
came to Strother Field to head the
EENT clinic in January, 1943.
Capt. McMillin's assistant, Cpt.
Le ikam, came here in December,
1942, shortly after the field was
activated. He formerly had been
stationed at Randolph Field, Tex.,
and Victoria, Tex., where he also
was assigned to the EENT clinics_

St. Paul, Minn. (CNS)-Howard Hunt was sitting in a pew at
the Pilgrim Baptist church when
his former sister-in-law, Mrs.
Agatha Jackson, crept up behind
him and rapped him on the head
with a hammer. The hammer treatment climaxed domestic troubles,
Mrs Jackson explained while paying $25 in police court.

Model airplanes built by convalescent patients in the station hospital are studied by Aircrew Trainee Floyd E. Spellman Jr., of Columbus, Ohio. shown at the left; Aircrew Trainee Donald M. Florence,
Defiance, Ohio, center, and Pfc. Lloyd R. Gallimore of Mazeppa, Minn.,
at the right. The planes were constructed in the occupational therapy
class by Pvt. James R. McBride of Color:!do Springs, Colo., and Pvt.
Charles J. Bringer of Granite City, Ill. McBride is an aircrew trainee
and Bringer is a member of Section "C." The former built the P-38
and P-40 planes while the latter constructed the large model P-40.

~----
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Warming

the Bench
By Camp New.paper Service

"If you spent less time in bed 'n' more t ime study in.
you'd make PFC too !"

Six SF Ballplayers
Now at San Marcos
The San Marcos, Tex., army air
field should have a hot ball team
this season with the addition of
six diamond stars from Strother
Field now on its roster.
Leaving Strother Field last week
for assignment to the San Marcos
base were M/ Sgt. Johnnie Harding. pitcher; Sgt. Frank A. Padovano, centerfielder; Sgt. Joe DeRasmi, rightfielder; Sgt. Paul R.
Loughner, Jr., third baseman; Pvt.
Gregory E. Bova. second baseman
and Pvt. Roy A. Knepper, outfielder.
All of these outstanding ball·
players will be long remembered
for their ability while playing as
members of the Strother Field
team last year during which they
won the Ark City League title as
well as winning many other games
during the season.
Still at Strother Field (for how
long no one knows) are three other
prominent members of the SF
team. They are S/Sgt. Emil Dalak,
shortstop; Cpl. Kenneth Teeters,
catcher, and Pfc. Robert E. Ebert.
catcher.

BARBECUE-RODEO
(Continued fram page 3, col. 2)
human wheelbarrow race and even
triumphed in the evening's first
pie-eating contest against Cpt.
Martin J. "Irish" Doherty of the
Guards.
Other pie-eating contests were
Won by A/S Darrell C. McClain
and Sgt. George W. Herrick.
Cpl. Tony St. Anant and Pfc.
Cleveland Lewis were victors in
the wheelbarrow race and Sgt.
Joseph Thrower won the grapefruit-rolling event.
The Arkansas City municipal
band presented a concert from a
hillside natural bandstand before
the dinner.
Air crew trainees, who had been
detained at the base, swarmed into
the picnic grounds from all directions after most of the earlier
guests had finished their meal.
"It's the second front," somebody
shouted.

"IT'S A PLEASURE"
(Continued from page 1, col. 3)
DA VE WINNIE DUO. "Poetry
in Motion" . . . an aerial novelty.
For five packed minutes Dave
WinniE, aerial artist and a pretty
girl assistant defy the laws of
gravity by spinning on portable
apparatus without guide wires.
RED PEPPER "Three Hundred
Pounds of Mirth and Melody."
Red Pepper not only is an accomplished Master of Ceremoniesbut also does a comedy-novelty
musical act that is outstanding.
Aside from his usual clowning and
burlesque of Spanish and Hawaiian dances he displays sharp musical talent in his impressions of
famous trumpet players.

Two Yanks in a Jeep
Execute Quick Reverse
Italy (CNS)-Lt. Leo French,
of Texas, and Cpl. Perry Brown,
of North Carolina, were bouncing
along a rutty front-line road in a
jeep when suddenly a slug bounced off the officer's helmet.
At the same moment a large,
grim shape loomed out of the darkness before them. It was a deadly
German "flak" wagon, vehiclemounted anti-aircraft guns capable
of being used for ground fire.
Lt. French threw the jeep into
reverse. Back went the jeep, veering from side to side like mad.
Out of the front seat flew Cpl.
Brown, carried into the air by the
rapid reverse.
The lieutenant stopped the car,
picked up Brown, turned around,
and whooped away, flak falling
around them like sleet in Minnesota. They arrived at our lines
uninjured, save for Brown's nose,
which had been skinned in the
ditch.

GI Turns Commando
In N. Y. Restaurant
New York (CNS)-A fun-loving
soldier walked into a restaurant
here and tried to make a date with
the counter girl. When she turned
him down, he dumped a beef stew
over her head, punched the manager in the eye, broke two chairs,
a table and several dozen dishes
and threw a ketchup bottle
through the window before he was
restrained by the police.
"He had been drinking," the
manager declared while pressing
his suit against the soldier in
court the next day. "But I don't
think he was intoxicated. At least
he swore intelligently."

A Man Who Believed in Attack
The death of Lt. Col. Thomas
Hitchcock Jr. in a plane crash in
England robbed the United Nations of a tough, time-tested fighting man and American sports of
a colorful immortal whose name
will be remembered as long as
those of Babe Ruth, Ty Cobb, Jack
Dempsey and Red Grange.
Tommy Hitchcock flew planes
and played polo. He flew and
fought with the Lafayette Escadrille in the last war and-at 44
-with the AAF in this one. In
between, he played polo.
To say that he played polo is
putting it mildly. For 20 years he
was polo. Hitchcock was the man
who brought the game out of the
croquet field, so to speak, and into
the back yard for all to see and
enjoy. He revolutionized the game
with one tactic-attack.
Hitchcock, like Ruth and Dempsey, was a slugger. His idea of a
sharp defense was to knock the
other fellow bowlegged. He could
drive the ball 100 yards down the
field with one swat and score a
goal from 60 yards with the deadly
accuracy of a pool shark.
"Always attack!" was his motto.
For one international match he
sidelined some light hitters on his
team and replaced them with a
couple of Texas cowpunchers, Cecil
Smith and Elmer Boeseke, who,
like Hitchcock, could clout the ball
a mile. "Forget defense," he ordered. "Go out and slug that apple."
He rode a horse like a centaur
and flew a plane like an ace. In
the first war they told him he was
too young to fly. In this war they
said he was too old. But he flew
both times anyway, in the air as
on the ground, a believer in attack.
Too bad he didn't live to take
part in the biggest attack of his
life.
Big League Draft Box Score
Rube Melton, Dodgers' hill billy
righthander, called by the Navy;
Brownie pitcher Steve Sundra
awaits his Army call; Lou Boudreau, manager-shortstop of the
Cleveland Indians, and Johnny
Hopp, Cardinals' gardner, rejected; Cleveland pitcher Willis Hudlin
discharged with a CDD.
She's not only dumb, but she
turns a deaf ear to blind dates.
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Cpl. Melvin Harper, Sec. 'c'
Wins Enlisted Men's PFR
Perseverance is a great thing and reaps its just reward. especially
if you have physical stamina to go with it, as in the case of Cpl. Melvin
W. Harper of Section "C."
Harper, well-remembered as a smart and capable boxer in past field
fisticuff engagements, has just won top honors in the physical fitness
tests given enlisted men of this station. His PFR of 81 is several points
higher than any score submitted in the quarterly tests given during the
last two weeks.
In the February test Harper
Entire PT Dept.
also made a PFR of 81 but had to
be content with second place honors as his sum score was lower
To Be Replaced
than that of Sgt. Boyd Fields of
Have you bade members of the
the same section who also had a
physical training department fair
PFR of 81.
adieu? They are leaving us-ofT / Sgt. Guadalupe Adame of
ficers alld enlisted men alike.
Headquarters Unit and Cpl. CharFirst of the PT officers to take
les Vardiman of Section "B" are
off from SF was Capt. Oren P.
top men in their organizations
Stoner, head of this department.
with physical fitness ratings of 78
He has gone to Lexington, Va.,
each for the May tests. The winwhere he will attend special servner among enlisted men of Section
ices school. Capt. Stoner came to
"A" is Pvt. Duward P. Canada
SF on Nov. 16, 1942. His home
who had a PFR of 74.
is in Coffeyville. Kans., where he
Sgt. Donald L. Nicholas of Secwas formerly coach of athletics.
tion "E" is high man in his outfit
Other PT officers, 1st. Lt.
with a PFR of 72. In Section "F"
George D. Allen and 2nd. Lt. HoSg"t. Meredith Knox led all other
race H. Cummings are to be repersonnel with a PFR of 68.
tained for duty with the Central
S / Sgt. R. W. Stechmann of the
Training Command. At the pres683rd band squadron shared honent time their assignments have
ors in his unit with Pfc. \V. H.
not been received. Lt. Allen's home
Christoffersen Jr. Each had a
is in Independence, Kans. He forPFR of 60. Stechmann was high
merly coached athletics there and
man for his organization in the
also at Sedan, Kans. Lt. Cummings
February test.
is from Pembroke. North Carolina.
Enlisted personnel of this department have all been retained
by the CFTC and are awaiting
assignment, so it will soon be, "so
long fellows."

PT Department
Has Picnic

Key Men Abroad
Will Get Furloughs
Washington (CNS) - The War
Department has disclosed that
plans are underway to grant nonemergency leaves and furloughs
to key personnel, officers and enlisted men alike, now stationed
abroad whose jobs are of a nature
which makes them indispensable
in overseas theaters.
ThiS' plan will interfere in no
way with personnel returned from
foreig"n service under thp Army's
prefent rotation plan. Tho~e returned under the rotation system
are not ordered overseas again
until they have performed duty
in the U. S. Personnel g"ranted
non-cmerg"ency leaves and furloughs will not serve in the U.S.
but will be returned to their overseas jobs.

Enlisted personnel of the physical training department honored
1st. Lt. George D. Allen and 2nd.
Lt. Horace H. Cummings, PT officers, with a picnic in Springhill
park, north of Ark City Sunday.
Other guests included 2nd. Lt.
Beatrice T. Broudy, 2nd. Lt. Geraldine Levy, 2nd. Lt. Mary V. McCutcheon and 1st. Lt. Lauis A.
Marignoni.
Physical training instructors attending the picnic with their
wives or girl-friends were S/Sgt.
W. W. Anderson Jr., S/Sgt. E. J.
Dalak, Sgt. Dillon O'Brien, Sgt.
Paul Ruckaveno, Sgt. H. W. Stiles,
Cpl. Max Hanson. Sgt. Raymond
Muchowich, Sgt. Don Farrell, Cpl.
Albert D. Vance and Cpl. Charles
Lidsky, other PT instructors, were
unable to attend the affair.
Stealing a kiss may be petty larceny, but sometimes it's grand.

We're All in This
Fight Together
New York (CNS)-Cafe Zanzibar, a New York night spot, is
doing its part in this war. The
club has hired a beautiful girl
whose sole duty is to awaken soldiers on furlough in Gotham. All
a GI has to do is tell the Zanzibar
when he wants to get up and the
beautiful girl will buzz him in the
morning, talk to him soothingly
for a few moments, and speed him
on his way.

GENERAL PRAISES
(Continued from page 1, col. 5)
shown during this emergency. Such
an attitude and the resultant action are indicative of the friendly
relations existing between armed
forces at Strother Field and the
people of Winfield and Arkansas
City," Major General Danielson
wr teo

A picture long visualized by officers and enlisted men of Strother Field has at last become a reality.
The field swimming pool is now in use. the clear blue water proving most inviting to military personnel. A
cllble on which swimmers are towed across the pool to drop off into the deep end furnishes an added thrill
to the more daring aquatic experts.
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